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STATE OF NEW YORK

346--A
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
( PREFI LED)
January 7, 2015

I ntroduced by M of A ROSENTHAL -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A PERRY

-- read once and referred to the Cormittee on Agriculture -- recommt-
ted to the Conmittee on Agriculture in accordance with Assenbly Rul e
3, sec. 2 -- committee discharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as

anmended and reconmitted to said conmittee

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to estab-
lishing a task force to study how to i nprove investigations of aninmal
abuse and enforcenent of anti-aninmal abuse |aws; and providing for the
repeal of such provisions upon expiration thereof

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The agriculture and narkets |law is anended by adding a new
section 380 to read as foll ows:

S 380. TASK FORCE ON HOW TO | MPROVE | NVESTI GATI ONS OF ANI MAL ABUSE
AND ENFORCEMENT OF ANTI - ANl MAL ABUSE LAWS. 1. THE TASK FORCE ON HOW TO
| MPROVE | NVESTI GATIONS OF AN MAL ABUSE AND ENFORCEMENT OF ANTI - ANI MAL
ABUSE LAWS | S HEREBY CREATED TO EXAM NE, EVALUATE AND DETERM NE HOW TO
| MPROVE | NVESTI GATI ONS OF ANI MAL ABUSE AND THE ENFORCEMENT OF ANTI - ANI -
MAL ABUSE LAWS.

2. (A) SUCH TASK FORCE SHALL CONSI ST OF NI NE MEMBERS, EACH TO SERVE FOR
A TERM OF ONE CALENDAR YEAR SUCH MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED AS
FOLLOAS: ONE SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR, ONE SHALL BE APPQO NTED
BY THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE; ONE SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE
M NORI TY LEADER OF THE SENATE; ONE SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE SPEAKER OF
THE ASSEMBLY; ONE SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE M NORITY LEADER OF THE
ASSEMBLY; ONE SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE COW SSI ONER OF THE DEPARTMENT
OF ENVI RONMENTAL CONSERVATI ON; ONE SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE COWM SSI ON-
ER OF HEALTH AND THE REMAI NI NG TWO MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE
COW SSI ONER.  APPO NTMENTS SHALL BE MADE W THI N SI XTY DAYS OF THE EFFEC

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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TIVE DATE OF TH' S SECTI ON. VACANCI ES I N THE TASK FORCE SHALL BE FI LLED
N THE MANNER PROVI DED FOR ORI G NAL APPO NTMENTS.

(B) ALL APPO NTEES SHALL HAVE EXPERTISE |IN FIELDS OR DI SCI PLI NES
RELATED TO ANI MALS, AN MAL ABUSE AND/ OR | NVESTI GATI ONS. ALL APPO NTMENTS
SHALL BE COORDI NATED TO ENSURE GEOGRAPHI C REPRESENTATION FROM THE
ENTI RE STATE.

(© THE TASK FORCE SHALL BE CHAIRED BY ONE OF THE COWM SSI ONER' S
APPO NTEES. THE TASK FORCE SHALL ELECT A VI CE- CHAI R AND OTHER NECESSARY
OFFI CERS FROM AMONG ALL APPO NTED MEMBERS.

(D) A MAORITY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE TASK FORCE THEN I N OFFI CE SHALL
CONSTI TUTE A QUORUM FOR THE TRANSACTI ON OF BUSI NESS OR THE EXERCI SE OF
ANY PONER OR FUNCTI ON OF THE TASK FORCE. AN ACT, DETERM NATI ON OR DECI -
SION OF THE MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS PRESENT DURING THE PRESENCE OF A
QUCRUM SHALL BE HELD TO BE THE ACT, DETERM NATI ON, OR DECI SION OF THE
TASK FORCE.

(E) THE TASK FORCE SHALL MEET AT LEAST QUARTERLY AT THE CALL OF THE
CHAI R MEETINGS MAY BE HELD VI A TELECONFERENCE. SPECI AL MEETI NGS MAY BE
CALLED BY THE CHAI R AT THE REQUEST OF A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE
TASK FORCE.

(F) MEMBERS OF THE TASK FORCE SHALL RECEI VE NO COVPENSATI ON FOR THEI R
SERVI CES BUT SHALL BE REI MBURSED FOR THEI R ACTUAL EXPENSES | NCURRED | N
THE PERFORVANCE OF THEIR DUTIES IN THE WORK OF THE TASK FORCE.

3. THE TASK FORCE ESTABLI SHED SHALL:

(A) STUDY CURRENT ANI MAL ABUSE | NVESTI GATI ON AND ANTI - ANl VAL ABUSE LAW
ENFORCEMENT PRACTI CES; AND

(B) RECOMVEND AN MAL ABUSE | NVESTI GATI ON AND ANTI - ANl VAL ABUSE LAW
ENFORCEMENT PRACTI CES TO | NCREASE EFFECTI VENESS ACROSS THE STATE.

4. THE TASK FORCE MAY ESTABLI SH SUCH ADVI SCRY COW TTEES AS | T DEEMsS
APPROPRI ATE ON NMATTERS RELATING TO THE TASK FORCE' S FUNCTI ONS, POWAERS
AND DUTI ES. SUCH COW TTEES SHALL BE CHAI RED BY A TASK FORCE MEMBER, BUT
MAY BE COWOSED OF TASK FORCE MEMBERS AS WELL AS OTHER | NDI VI DUALS
SELECTED BY THE TASK FORCE TO PROVI DE EXPERTI SE OF | NTEREST SPECI FI C TO
THE CHARGE OF SUCH COWM TTEE.

5. THE TASK FCORCE MAY, AS | T DEEMs APPROPRI ATE, REQUEST THAT STUDI ES,
SURVEYS, OR ANALYSES RELATI NG TO THE TASK FORCE' S PONERS AND DUTI ES BE
PERFORMED BY ANY STATE DEPARTMENT, COWM SSION, AGENCY OR PUBLI C AUTHORI -
TY. ALL STATE DEPARTMENTS, COMM SSI ONS, AGENCI ES OR PUBLI C AUTHORI Tl ES
SHALL PROVIDE | NFORVATION AND ADVICE IN A TI MELY MANNER AND OTHERW SE
ASSI ST THE TASK FORCE WTH I TS WORK.

6. THE TASK FORCE SHALL SUBM T A REQUEST FOR ANY APPROPRI ATION AS
SHALL BE NECESSARY TO ENABLE THE TASK FORCE TO PERFORM | TS FUNCTI ONS AND
DUTIES TO THE GOVERNOR, DI RECTOR OF THE DIVISION OF THE BUDGET, AND
CHAI RPERSONS OF THE SENATE FI NANCE COWM TTEE AND THE ASSEMBLY WAYS AND
MEANS COWMM TTEE. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVI DE STAFF SERVI CES TO THE TASK
FORCE AND SUCH OTHER ADM NI STRATI VE ASSI STANCE AS MAY BE NECESSARY FOR
THE TASK FORCE TO CARRY QUT | TS DUTI ES, FUNCTI ONS AND POVERS.

7. THE TASK FORCE MAY HOLD PUBLI C HEARI NGS, TAKE TESTI MONY AND MAKE
I NVESTI GATI ONS AT SUCH PLACES AS | T DEEMS NECESSARY.

8. THE TASK FORCE SHALL MAKE A PRELI M NARY REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR AND
THE LEGQ SLATURE OF | TS FI NDI NG5S, CONCLUSI ONS, RECOVMENDATI ONS AND ACTI V-
| TI ES ALREADY UNDERTAKEN BY THE TASK FORCE, NOI' LATER THAN ONE YEAR
AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF TH' S SECTION, AND A FINAL REPORT OF I TS
FI NDI NGS, CONCLUSI ONS, RECOVMENDATI ONS AND ACTI VI TI ES ALREADY UNDERTAKEN
BY THE TASK FORCE, NOT LATER THAN TWO YEARS AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF
TH'S SECTION AND SHALL SUBM T WTH I TS REPORTS LEQ SLATI VE PROPCSALS AS
| T DEEMS NECESSARY TO | MPLEMENT | TS RECOVMENDATI ONS.
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S 2. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after

it

shal |

have become a I|law and shall expire twenty-four nonths after it shal

have becone a | aw when upon such date the provisions of this
be deened repeal ed.

act

shal |



