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STATE OF NEW YORK

1451--A
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 12, 2015

Introduced by M of A PAULIN, COOK, ZEBROMSKI, HOOPER, M:DONOUGH,
ROSENTHAL, MJRRAY -- Muilti-Sponsored by -- M of A DINONTZ, PERRY,
ROBI NSON, SKARTADGCS, TITONE -- read once and referred to the Committee
on Econom ¢ Devel opnent -- conmittee discharged, bill amended, ordered
reprinted as anended and reconmtted to said comrttee

AN ACT to anend the general business law, in relation to the |icensing
and regul ati on of pet groomers

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The general business |law is anended by adding a new article
29-CCC to read as foll ows:

ARTI CLE 29- CCC
LI CENSI NG AND REGULATI ON OF PET GROOVERS

SECTI ON 539. DEFI NI TI ONS.
540. STANDARD OF CARE.
541. RECORD KEEPI NG
542. LI CENSES.
543. LI CENSE REFUSAL, SUSPENSI ON OR REVOCATI ON.
544. | NSPECTI ONS.
545. VI OLATI ONS.
546. CURRENT PRACTI Tl ONERS.

S 539. DEFINITIONS. AS USED IN THI S ARTI CLE, THE FOLLOW NG TERMS SHALL
HAVE THE FOLLOW NG MEANI NGS:

1. "PET" MEANS AN AN MAL AS DEFI NED BY SUBDI VI SI ON FI VE OF SECTI ON
THREE HUNDRED FI FTY OF THE AGRI CULTURE AND MARKETS LAW

2. "LICENSED PET GROOVER' MEANS AN | NDIVIDUAL, LICENSED AS A PET
GROOMER WHO BATHES, BRUSHES, CLIPS OR STYLES A PET FOR FI NANCI AL REMUN-
ERATI ON.

3. "PET GROOVER' MEANS AN | NDI VI DUAL, WORKI NG UNDER THE SUPERVI SI ON OF
A LI CENSED PET GROOMVER AT THE GROOM NG FACI LI TY.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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4. "PET GROOM NG FACI LI TY" MEANS A BUSI NESS | NCLUDI NG A M3BI LE FACI LI -
TY WHERE A PET MAY BE BATHED, BRUSHED, CLIPPED OR STYLED, AND (I) PET
GROOM NG | S THE ESTABLI SHVENT' S PREDOM NANT SOURCE OF SALES, OR (I1) PET
GROOM NG SERVI CES ARE OFFERED W THI N A RETAIL STORE.

S 540. STANDARD OF CARE. 1. THE PRI MARY CONCERN OF EVERY PERSON
LI CENSED PURSUANT TO THI S ARTI CLE, AND THOSE WORKI NG UNDER THE SUPER-
VISION OF SUCH PERSON, SHALL BE THE SAFETY AND WELL-BEI NG OF THE PET IN
THEI R CARE. PETS SHALL NOT BE LEFT UNATTENDED WH LE AT THE GROOM NG
FACILITY. IN THE EVENT A PET IS LEFT UNATTENDED, THE PET SHALL BE KEPT
N A STRUCTURALLY SOUND, CLEAN CAGE. PETS SHALL BE CARED FOR ACCORDI NG
TO THE M N MJUM STANDARDS OF SUBDI VI SIONS ONE, TWO, THREE AND FOUR OF
SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED ONE OF THE AGRI CULTURE AND MARKETS LAW AND ANY
OTHER SECTI ONS OF THE AGRI CULTURE AND MARKETS LAW RELATI NG TO THE CARE
OF PETS.

2. EVERY LOCATI ON WHERE PETS ARE GROOMED SHALL DI SPLAY CONTACT | NFOR-
MATI ON FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE.

S 541. RECORD KEEPING 1. EACH PET GROOVER SHALL KEEP AND MAI NTAI N
RECORDS REGARDI NG EACH ANl MAL CARED FOR AND THE OMER THERECF. SUCH
RECORDS SHALL | NCLUDE THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE OMNER, THE SERVI CES
PROVI DED, AND THE DATE SUCH SERVI CES WERE PROVI DED.

2. RECORDS FOR EACH ANI MAL SHALL BE MAI NTAINED FOR A M NI MUM PERI OD OF
ONE YEAR FROM THE DATE OF SERVI CE. DURI NG NORVAL BUSI NESS HOURS, SUCH
RECORDS SHALL BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO PERSONS AUTHORI ZED BY LAW TO ENFORCE
THE PROVI SIONS OF TH S ARTI CLE.

S 542. LICENSES. 1. ANY PERSON I NTENDING TO OM OR OPERATE A PET
GROOM NG BUSI NESS AS DEFINED IN THI' S ARTI CLE SHALL HOLD A LI CENSE | SSUED
BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE.

2. THE SECRETARY OF STATE, | N COOPERATI ON AND CONSULTATI ON W TH THE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND MARKETS, SHALL ESTABLISH A TRAI NI NG
PROGRAM AND TESTI NG PROCEDURE FOR APPLI CANTS | NTERESTED | N OBTAI NI NG
SUCH LI CENSE. THE OBJECTI VES OF THE TRAI NI NG AND EXAM NATI ON SHALL BE
TO ENSURE THE APPLI CANTS HAVE SUFFI Cl ENT SKILLS TO SAFEGUARD THE HEALTH
AND SAFETY OF THE AN MAL, AND TO ENSURE THAT THE APPLI CANTS HAVE
ATTAI NED ADEQUATE LEVELS OF SKILL TO COVPETENTLY ENGACGE I N PET GROOM NG
THE PROGRAM SHALL BE AVAI LABLE BOTH ONLI NE AND ON-SI TE, AND SHALL BE
HELD AT LEAST QUARTERLY BY THE STATE OR AN AUTHORI TY APPROVED BY THE
SECRETARY OF STATE.

3. THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL CREATE AND MAI NTAIN A ROSTER OF LI CEN-
SEES. SUCH RECORD SHALL | NCLUDE DI SClPLINARY ACTI ON, SUSPENSI ON OF
LI CENSE AND REVOCATI ON.

4. NO I NDI VI DUAL SHALL BE PERM TTED TO TAKE AN EXAM NATION FOR A PET
GROOMER S LICENSE UNLESS SUCH APPLICANT IS AT LEAST SI XTEEN YEARS OF
AGE.

5. I'F THE APPLI CANT MEETS THE NECESSARY QUALI FI CATI ONS, HAS COVPLETED
THE TRAINING AND PASSED THE EXAM NATI ON, THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL
| SSUE SUCH APPLI CANT A LI CENSE AS A PET GROOVER UPON PAYMENT OF A FORTY
DOLLAR ANNUAL REQ STRATI ON FEE.

6. A LICENSED PET GROOMER MAY EMPLOY | NDI VI DUALS, UNDER H S OR HER
DI RECT SUPERVI SI ON. A LI CENSED PET GROOMER MUST BE ON PREM SES AT ALL
TIMES. THE NAME OF THE PERSON I N CHARGE OF ANY PET GROOM NG FACI LI TY
SHALL BE POSTED IN A CONSPI CUOUS PLACE I N SUCH FACI LI TY AND THE LI CENSE
OF SUCH PERSON SHALL BE PROM NENTLY DI SPLAYED.

S 543. LI CENSE REFUSAL, SUSPENSI ON OR REVOCATI ON. 1. THE SECRETARY OF
STATE NMAY DECLI NE TO GRANT OR RENEW OR MAY SUSPEND OR REVCKE A PET
GROOMER S LICENSE FOR A FALSE STATEMENT AS TO MATERI AL MATTER I N THE
APPLI CATI ON FOR SUCH LI CENSE, FOR PERSI STENT | MPROPER RECORD KEEPI NG OR
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BUSI NESS PRACTICES, OR FOR A VI OLATI ON OF ANY PROVI SION OF THI S LAW OR
ANY LAW RELATI NG TO THE HUMANE TREATMENT OF ANI MALS.

2. THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL CONDUCT A HEARI NG BEFORE REVCKI NG OR
SUSPENDI NG ANY LI CENSE OR BEFORE | SSUI NG ANY ORDER DI RECTI NG THE CESSA-
TION OF UNLI CENSED ACTIVITIES. AT LEAST TEN DAYS PRI OR TO THE DATE SET
FOR THE HEARI NG, THE HOLDER OF SUCH LI CENSE SHALL BE NOTIFIED IN WRIT-
ING OR THE PERSON ALLEGED TO HAVE ENGAGED | N UNLI CENSED ACTI VI TIES, OF
ANY CHARGES MADE AND SHALL AFFORD SUCH PERSON AN OPPORTUNI TY TO BE HEARD
I N PERSON OR BY COUNSEL | N REFERENCE HERETO. THE HEARI NG ON SUCH CHARG
ES SHALL BE AT SUCH TI ME AND PLACE AS THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PRESCRI BE.

3. ANY ACTI ON OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE PURSUANT TO THI' S SECTI ON SHALL
BE SUBJECT TO JUDI Cl AL REVI EW I N A PROCEEDI NG PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE SEVEN-
TY-EI GHT OF THE CI VIL PRACTI CE LAW AND RULES.

S 544. | NSPECTI ONS. THE SECRETARY OF STATE OR HS OR HER AUTHORI ZED
AGENTS SHALL BE AUTHORI ZED TO JO NTLY COORDI NATE W TH THE COWM SSI ONER
OF AGRI CULTURE AND MARKETS OR HI'S OR HER AUTHORI ZED AGENTS TO | NSPECT
PET GROOM NG FACI LI TI ES TO ENSURE COWPLI ANCE W TH THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S
ARTI CLE. NOTHI NG HEREIN SHALL LIMT THE ABI LI TY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
AGRI CULTURE AND MARKETS TO ENFORCE THE PROVI SI ONS OF THE AGRI CULTURE AND
MARKETS LAW AS APPLI CABLE TO SUCH FACI LI TY. AUTHORITY TO CONDUCT SUCH
| NSPECTI ONS TO ENFORCE THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ARTI CLE AND REPORT THEREON
MAY BE DELEGATED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO A MUNI Cl PALITY.

S 545. VIOLATIONS. 1. IN ADDI TI ON TO DENI AL, REVOCATI ON, SUSPENSI ON OR
REFUSAL OF RENEWAL OF A LI CENSE, AS OTHERW SE PROVIDED IN TH S ARTI CLE,
ANY VI OLATION OF A PROVISION OF THIS ARTICLE IS A CVIL OFFENSE, FOR
VH CH A PENALTY OF NOT LESS THAN ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS NOR MORE THAN FI VE
HUNDRED DOLLARS FOR EACH VI OLATI ON MAY BE | MPCSED, PROVI DED HONEVER FOR
VI OLATI ONS NOT AFFECTI NG THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF A PERSON OR A PET AT
THE PET GROOM NG FACI LI TY, THE SECRETARY OF STATE MAY ALLOWFOR A CURE
PERIOD OR OTHER OPPORTUNITY FOR AMELI ORATIVE ACTI ON, THE SUCCESSFUL
COVPLETI ON OF WHICH W LL PREVENT THE |IMPOSITION OF PENALTIES ON THE
PARTY OR PARTIES SUBJECT TO ENFORCEMENT. THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL
| MPLEMENT AN APPEALS PROCESS FOR SUCH LI CENSED PET GROOMER WHO W SHES TO
CONTEST THE | MPCSI TI ON OF A PENALTY RELATED TO A ClI VI L OFFENSE.

2. THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ARTI CLE MAY BE CONCURRENTLY ENFORCED BY THE
SECRETARY OF STATE AND BY ANY MUNI Cl PALITY TO WH CH THE SECRETARY OF
STATE HAS DELEGATED AUTHORI TY. MONEYS COLLECTED THEREUNDER SHALL BE
RETAI NED BY THE LOCAL MUNI Cl PALI TY.

3. NOTHING IN THI' S ARTI CLE SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO LIM T OR RESTRI CT ANY
MUNI Cl PALITY WTH A POPULATION OF ONE M LLI ON OR MORE FROM ENACTI NG OR
ENFORCI NG A LOCAL LAW RULE, REGULATION OR ORDI NANCE GOVERNI NG PET
GROOMVERS, PROVI DED HOWEVER, THAT ANY SUCH LOCAL LAW RULE, REGULATI ON,
OR ORDI NANCE SHALL BE NO LESS STRI NGENT THAN THE APPLI CABLE PROVI SI ONS
OF TH S ARTI CLE.

S 546. CURRENT PRACTI TI ONERS. | NDI VI DUALS ENGAGED | N PET GROOM NG ON
THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S ARTI CLE MAY CONTI NUE | N SUCH CAPACI TY FOR ONE
YEAR FROM SUCH DATE PROVI DED THAT ALL REGULATIONS ARE |IN PLACE, BUT
MUST, WTH N SAID YEAR MAKE APPLI CATI ON FOR A LI CENSE AS PROVI DED I N
THI'S ARTI CLE AND WLL BE SUBJECT TO THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ARTI CLE THER-
EAFTER.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have become a Ilaw, provided, however, that effective immediately the
addi ti on, amendnment or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for
the inplenentation of this act on its effective date are authorized and
directed to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.



