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STATE OF NEW YORK

713--A
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 7, 2015

Introduced by Sen. AVELLA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when

printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on Education -- recomitted
to the Commttee on Education in accordance with Senate Rule 6, sec. 8
-- commttee discharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anmended

and recommitted to said conmttee

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to inmposing a noratorium
on the initiation of school closings in cities with a popul ati on of
one mllion or nore

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Paragraphs (a) and (f) of subdivision 2-a of section
2590-h of the education |aw, as added by chapter 345 of the Ilaws of
2009, are anended to read as foll ows:

(a) Notwi thstanding any other provision to the contrary, prepare an
educational inpact statement regarding any proposed school <closing or
significant change in school utilization, including the phase-out, grade
reconfiguration, re-siting, or co-location of schools, for any public
school located within the city district; PROVIDED HOAEVER THAT THE CHAN-
CELLOR SHALL NOT BE AUTHORI ZED TO PREPARE OR FI LE AN EDUCATI ONAL | MPACT
STATEMENT FOR ANY PROPOSED SCHOOL CLOSING — SCHOOL PHASE- OUT, GRADE
RECONFI GURATI ON, RE-SI TI NG OR CO LOCATI ON OF SCHOOLS THAT WOULD TAKE
EFFECT DURING THE TWO THOUSAND SEVENTEEN- - TWO THOUSAND EI GHTEEN SCHOOL
YEAR OR THE TWO THOUSAND EI GHTEEN- - TWD THOUSAND NI NETEEN SCHOOL YEAR

(f) I'n the event that the chancellor deternmi nes that a school closing
or significant change in school utilization is imedi ately necessary for
the preservation of student health, safety or general welfare, the chan-
cellor my tenporarily close a public school or adopt a significant
change in the school's utilization on an enmergency basis. Such energency
school closing or significant change in school wutilization shall only
remain in effect for six nonths, during such tinme the chancell or shal

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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conply with the requirenents of this subdivision in order for such
school <closure or significant change in school utilization to extend
beyond the six nonth period; PROVIDED THAT ANY EMERGENCY SCHOOL CLOSI NG
OCCURRING DURING THE TWDO THOUSAND SEVENTEEN--TWO THOUSAND ElI GHTEEN
SCHOOL YEAR OR THE TWDO THOUSAND EI GHTEEN- - TWO THOUSAND NI NETEEN SCHOOL
YEAR SHALL ONLY REMAIN I N EFFECT DURI NG SUCH TI ME AS ABSOLUTELY NECES-
SARY | N ORDER TO PRESERVE STUDENT HEALTH, SAFETY OR GENERAL WELFARE.

S 2. Paragraph (h) of subdivision 1 of section 2590-g of the education
| aw, as added by chapter 345 of the |aws of 2009, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(h) approve proposals for all school closures or significant changes
in school utilization including the phase-out, grade reconfiguration,
re-siting, or co-location of schools, follow ng any hearing pursuant to
subdi vi sion two-a of section twenty-five hundred ninety-h of this arti-
cle; PROVIDED THAT THE CI TY BOARD SHALL NOT APPROVE ANY PROPOSAL FOR A
SCHOOL CLOSI NG SCHOOL PHASE- QUT, OR GRADE RECONFI GURATI ON THAT WOULD
TAKE EFFECT DURING THE TWO THOUSAND SEVENTEEN- - TWO THOUSAND ElI GHTEEN
SCHOOL YEAR OR THE TWDO THOUSAND EI GHTEEN- - TWO THOUSAND NI NETEEN SCHOOL
YEAR.

S 3. Section 305 of the education |awis amended by adding a new
subdi vision 55 to read as foll ows:

55. THE COVMM SSI ONER SHALL ESTABLI SH A SCHOOL CLOSURE EVALUATI ON AND
REVI EW COW TTEE, WHI CH SHALL REVI EW THE | MPACTS RELATI NG TO THE NUMBER
OF LOW PERFORM NG SCHOOLS THAT HAVE BEEN CLOSED IN THE CTY SCHOOL
DI STRICT LOCATED IN A CITY OF ONE M LLI ON OR MORE | NHABI TANTS | NCLUDI NG,
BUT NOT LIMTED TO  THE | MPACT TO STUDENT EDUCATI ONAL EXPERI ENCE AND
ACHI EVEMENT, AND SHALL ALSO CONSI DER WHETHER ALTERNATI VE POLI CI ES WOULD
HAVE A MORE POCSI Tl VE | MPACT ON STUDENT ACHI EVEMENT. THE COVMM TTEE SHALL
| NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIMTED TO  ACADEM CIANS WHO STUDY EDUCATI ONAL
OQUTCOMES, PSYCHOVETRI Cl ANS AND EDUCATI ON POLI CY EXPERTS. THE COWM SSI ON-
ER SHALL REPORT THE COW TTEE' S FI NDI NGS TO THE CHAI RS OF THE SENATE AND
ASSEMBLY EDUCATI ON COW TTEE AND THE CHAI R OF THE SENATE FI NANCE COWM T-
TEE AND THE CHAI R OF THE ASSEMBLY WAYS AND MEANS COW TTEE NO LATER THAN
SEPTEMBER THI RTI ETH, TWD THOUSAND EIl GHTEEN.

S 4. This act shall take effect inmmediately; provided that the anend-
ments to sections 2590-h and 2590-g of the education I|aw nade by
sections one and two of this act shall not affect the expiration of such
sections and shall expire and be deened repeal ed therewth.



