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STATE OF NEW YORK

6972
I N SENATE
March 10, 2016

I ntroduced by Sens. GOLDEN, HAM LTON -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmtted to the Conmttee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to outdoor
restrai nt of dogs

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The agriculture and narkets |law is anended by adding a new
section 353-g to read as foll ows:

S 353-G QOUTDOOR RESTRAI NT OF DOGS. 1. FOR PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI ON,
"TETHER' MEANS TO RESTRAIN A DOG BY ATTACHI NG THE DOG TO ANY OBJECT OR
STRUCTURE, | NCLUDING WTHOUT LIMTATION A HOUSE, TREE, FENCE, POST,
GARAGE, OR SHED, BY ANY MEANS, | NCLUDING WTHOUT LIMTATION A CHAIN,
ROPE, CORD, LEASH, OR RUNNI NG LI NE. TETHERI NG DOES NOT | NCLUDE THE USE
OF A LEASH TO WALK A DOCG.

2. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY PROVI SION OF THI' S SECTI ON OR ANY OTHER LAW TO
THE CONTRARY, NO DOG SHALL BE TETHERED OUTDOORS BETWEEN THE HOURS OF
ELEVEN P.M AND SI X A M, PROVI DED HONEVER, THAT THI S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL
NOT APPLY TO A DOG USED BY A FARM NG BUSI NESS FOR THE PURPCSE OF HERDI NG
OR PROTECTI NG FARM ANI MVALS.

3. IN A CTY WTH A POPULATION OF ONE MLLION OR MORE, I T SHALL BE
UNLAWFUL TO TETHER A DOG OUTDOORS, EXCEPT WHEN ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG
CONDI TI ONS ARE MET:

(A) THE TETHER MJUST BE ATTACHED TO THE DOG W TH A BUCKLE TYPE COLLAR
OR A BODY HARNESS MADE OF NYLON OR LEATHER THAT IS AT LEAST ONE | NCH
THI CK. CHOKE OR PI NCH TYPE COLLARS, ATTACHED WEI GHTS AND CHAI NS OVER
ONE- QUARTER | NCH THI CK CANNOT BE UTI LI ZED FOR TETHERI NG

(B) (1) THE LENGTH OF A STATI ONARY TETHER SHALL NOT BE LESS THAN TEN
FEET OR FI VE TI MES THE LENGTH OF THE DOG S BODY AS MEASURED FROM THE TI P
OF THE NOSE TO THE BASE OF THE TAIL, WHI CHEVER LENGTH | S GREATER, SHALL
CONNECT AT BOTH ENDS W TH A SW VEL; SHALL WEI GH LESS THAN 1/ 10TH OF THE
DOG S WEIGHT; SHALL BE FREE OF TANGLES; AND SHALL RESTRAIN THE DOG TO
THE OMNER S PROPERTY.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(I'l') I'F THE DOG I S TETHERED TO A PULLEY, RUNNI NG LINE, OR TROLLEY OR
CABLE SYSTEM IT MJST BE A MN MUM OF FI FTEEN FEET LONG AND LESS THAN
SEVEN FEET ABOVE THE GROUND.

(© THE DOG MJUST NOT BE TETHERED OUTDOORS WHEN A WEATHER ADVI SORY OR
WARNI NG | S | SSUED BY LOCAL, STATE OR FEDERAL AUTHORI TI ES OR VWHEN OUTDOOR
ENVI RONVENTAL CONDI TI ONS, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TGO, HEAT, COLD,
WND, RAIN, SNOWOR HAIL, POSE AN ADVERSE RI SK TO THE HEALTH OR SAFETY
OF SUCH DOG BASED ON SUCH DOG S BREED, AGE OR PHYSI CAL CONDI Tl ON.

(D) THE TETHERED DOG | S AT LEAST SI X MONTHS CLD.

(E) THE TETHERED DOG | S APPARENTLY FREE OF ANY HEALTH CONDI TION THAT
WOULD BE EXACERBATED BY TETHERI NG

(F) I'F THERE ARE MULTI PLE DOGS, EACH MJUST BE TETHERED SEPARATELY.

(G SUBJECT TO THE PROVI SIONS OF THI'S SECTION AND OF THI S ARTI CLE, A
DOG MAY BE TETHERED QUTSI DE FOR A MAXI MUM OF THREE HOURS OR A LENGIH OF
TITME THAT |IS OIHERWSE APPROVED I|IN WRITING PRI OR THERETO BY ANl MAL
CONTROL, PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT TI ME SHALL NOT EXCEED TWELVE HOURS | N
ANY TVEENTY- FOUR HOUR PERI GD AND FURTHER PROVI DED THAT PRI OR TO APPROVI NG
AN EXTENSION OF THE THREE HOUR MAXI MUM TETHERI NG LIM T, AN MAL CONTROL
MUST OBTAIN FROM THE CUSTCDI AN OF SUCH DOG WRI TTEN CERTI FI CATI ON  SI GNED
BY A VETERI NARI AN LI CENSED I N NEW YORK STATE STATI NG THAT THE HEALTH OF
THE DOG W LL NOT BE JEOPARDI ZED BY THE EXTENSI ON OF THE THREE HOUR MAXI -
MUM TETHERI NG LIMT. THE WRI TTEN VETERI NARY CERTI FI CATION AND ANl MAL
CONTROL APPROVAL REQUI RED BY TH S PARAGRAPH SHALL BE MAI NTAI NED ON THE
PREM SES OF THE DOG S CUSTODI AN AND AT AN MAL CONTROL AND SHALL BE
AVAI LABLE FOR | NSPECTI ON BY OFFI CERS AUTHORI ZED TO ENFORCE THI S ARTI CLE.
EXTENSIONS OF THE THREE HOUR TETHERI NG LIM T SHALL BE EFFECTI VE FOR NO
MORE THAN SI XTY DAYS AND MAY BE SUBJECT TO RENEWAL ONLY | F THE HEALTH OF
THE ANl MAL HAS NOT' CHANGED ACCORDING TO ANOTHER WRI TTEN VETERI NARY
CERTI FI CATI ON.

(H I N ADDI TION TO THE ABOVE REQUI REMENTS, TETHERED DOGS MJUST BE FREE
OF CRUEL CONDI TI ONS OR | NHUVANE TETHERI NG AT ANY TI ME. FOR PURPOSES OF
THI'S SECTION, "CRUEL CONDITIONS OR | NHUVANE TETHERI NG' SHALL | NCLUDE,
BUT NOT BE LIM TED TO, THE FOLLOW NG

(1) EXPOSURE TO ANI MAL WASTE, GARBAGE, NOXI QUS ODORS OR OBJECTS THAT
COULD | NJURE OR KILL A DOG

(1) EXPOSURE TO TAUNTING PRODDI NG PROVCOKING H TTING HARASSI NG
THREATENI NG OR OTHERW SE HARM NG A TETHERED OR CONFI NED DOG

(1'11) EXPOSING A DOG TO DANGEROUS CONDI TIONS, | NCLUDI NG POTENTI AL
ATTACKS BY OTHER ANI MALS.

(1'V) ALLON NG A DOG TO BECOVE ENTANGLED.

4. (A) A VIOLATION OF ANY OF THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL, FOR
A FI RST OFFENSE, BE A CLASS A M SDEMEANCR.

(B) FOR A SECOND AND ANY SUBSEQUENT OFFENSE, A PERSON SHALL BE GUI LTY
OF A CLASS B M SDEMEANCR.

(© NOTHING IN THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL PREVENT THE SEI ZURE OF A DOG FOR
A VI OLATION OF THI S SECTI ON PURSUANT TO THE AUTHORITY GRANTED IN TH' S
ARTI CLE.

5. TETHERING A SUPERVISED DOG FOR LESS THAN FI FTEEN M NUTES I N A
PUBLI C LOCATI ON SHALL NOT BE A VI OLATION OF TH S SECTI ON.

6. NOTHI NG IN TH S SECTI ON SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO LIMT OR PREVENT A
MUNI CI PALI TY FROM ENACTI NG OR ENFORCI NG A LOCAL LAW RULE, REGULATI ON OR
ORDI NANCE REGARDI NG TETHERI NG OR CHAI NI NG OF DOGS, PROVI DED, HOWNEVER,
THAT ANY SUCH LOCAL LAW RULE, REGULATI ON OR ORDI NANCE SHALL BE NO LESS
STRI NGENT THAN THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON.
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7. NOTHING IN THIS SECTION SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO AFFECT ANY
PROTECTI ONS AFFORDED TO DOGS UNDER ANY OTHER PROVI SIONS OF THI'S ARTI CLE
OR OTHER LAW OR REGULATI ON.

8. THE PROVISIONS OF THI'S SECTION SHALL NOT APPLY TO ANY FEDERAL,
STATE, OR LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have become a |aw, provided, however, that effective imediately, the
addi ti on, anmendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary
for the inplenmentation of this act on its effective date are authorized
and directed to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.



