Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

6925
I N SENATE
March 7, 2016

Introduced by Sen. SERINO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on Aging

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to screening for
el der abuse and nal treat nment

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The public health law is amended by adding a new article 19

to read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 19
ELDER ABUSE AND MALTREATMENT SCREENI NG
SECTI ON 1900. LEG SLATI VE PURPOSE.
1901. ELDER ABUSE AND MALTREATMENT SCREEN NG

S 1900. LEGQ SLATI VE PURPOSE. THE CORRELATI ON BETWEEN ELDER ABUSE AND
MALTREATMENT W TH | NCREASED HOSPI TALI ZATI ONS, ADM SSI ONS AND MORTALI TY
H GHLI GHTS THE NEED FOR | NCREASED MEDI CAL | NTERVENTI ONS, PARTI CULARLY AS
NEW YORK CONTI NUES TO | MPLEMENT NATI ONAL HEALTHCARE REFORM | NI TI ATI VES.
A SCREENING TOOL, TO BE UTI LI ZED BY MEDI CAL PROFESSI ONALS AT | MPORTANT
JUNCTURES I N THE LI VES OF THOSE SI XTY YEARS OF AGE AND OLDER, PRESENTS A
SI GNI FI CANT OPPORTUNI TY FOR TRUSTED MEDI CAL PROVI DERS TO HELP | DENTI FY
H GH RI SK PATI ENTS AND HELP TO ENSURE THEI R CONTI NUED HEALTH AND SAFETY.

S 1901. ELDER ABUSE AND MALTREATMENT SCREENI NG 1. THE COWM SSI ONER
SHALL ESTABLI SH A SCREENI NG TOCOL TO | DENTI FY ABUSE IN ELDERLY | NDI VI D
UALS. PHYSI ClI ANS, PHYSI Cl AN ASSI STANTS AND NURSE PRACTI TI ONERS MAY USE
THE TOOL TO ASSI ST | N | DENTI FYI NG ABUSE OR MALTREATMENT I N THEI R ELDERLY
PATI ENTS DURI NG THE COURSE OF TREATMENT | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TGO,
ANNUAL PHYSI CAL EXAM5S OR AS PART OF PATI ENT SCREENI NG UNDER THE UNI FORM
ASSESSMENT SYSTEM FOR LONG TERM CARE AS ESTABLI SHED BY THE DEPARTMENT.

2. THE SCREENI NG TOOL SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIMTED TG

A. A UNl FORM | NTERVENTI ON QUESTI ONNAI RE WTH A COWON SCALE THAT CAN
BE USED ACROSS HEALTH CARE ENVI RONMENTS AND POPULATI ONS TO ASSI ST | N THE
| DENTI FI CATI ON OF HI GH RI SK PATI ENTS;

B. QUESTIONS THAT CAN BE USED FOR BOTH COGNI Tl VELY | NTACT AS WELL AS
COGNI TI VELY | MPAI RED | NDI VI DUALS;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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C. STANDARDI ZED | NTERVENTI ON PROTOCOLS | NCLUDI NG SPECI FI C LANGUAGE AND
UNI FORM DEFI NI TI ONS OF PHYSI CAL, SEXUAL, EMOTI ONAL, AND PSYCHOLOG CAL
ABUSE, IN ADD TION TO  NEG.ECT, ABANDONMENT, FI NANCI AL OR MATERI AL
EXPLO TATI ON, SELF- NEGLECT AND UNWARRANTED CONTROL;

D. A LIST OF RESOURCES TO ADDRESS THE NEEDS OF PATI ENTS | DENTI FI ED AS
BEI NG VI CTI M5 OF ABUSE; AND

E. DOCUMENTATI ON I N A REPORTABLE FORVMAT THAT MAY BE USED BY THE PRAC
TITIONER TO REPORT SUSPECTED ELDER ABUSE AND MALTREATMENT CASES TO THE
DEPARTMENT FOR THE PURPCOSES OF TRACKI NG PREVALENCE.

3. THE SCREENI NG TOOL SHALL BE CULTURALLY AND LI NGUI STI CALLY APPROPRI -
ATE | N ACCORDANCE W TH RULES AND REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED BY THE COW S-
S| ONER.

4. PATIENTS SHALL NOT BE REQUI RED TO BE SUBJECT TO SCREENI NG | F THEY
REFUSE TO PARTI Cl PATE OR ARE | N AN URGENT OR EMERGENT SI TUATI ON.

5. THI'S SECTI ON SHALL NOT AFFECT THE SCOPE OF PRACTICE OF ANY HEALTH
CARE PRACTITIONER OR DIMN SH ANY AUTHORI TY OR LEGAL OR PROFESSI ONAL
OBLI GATI ONS OF ANY HEALTH CARE PRACTI TI ONER

6. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL PROMULGATE ANY RULES AND REGULATI ONS NECES-
SARY TO | MPLEMENT THE PROVI SIONS OF THI' S SECTI ON.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



