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STATE OF NEW YORK

6922
I N SENATE
March 7, 2016

Introduced by Sen. SERINO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on Aging

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to investigating
reports of suspected el der abuse or naltreat nent

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Article 9-B of the social services |law is anended by addi ng
anewtitle 4 to read as foll ows:

TITLE 4
ELDER ABUSE
SECTI ON 473-M ELDER ABUSE REPORTI NG

S 473-M ELDER ABUSE REPORTING 1. W TH N AMOUNTS APPROPRI ATED THERE-
FOR, THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL ESTABLI SH A PROGRAM FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF A
MULTI DI SCI PLI NARY | NVESTI GATI VE TEAM OR TEAMS FOR THE PURPOSE OF | NVES-
Tl GATI NG REPORTS OF SUSPECTED ELDER ABUSE OR MALTREATMENT.

(A) THE PROGRAM SHALL PROVI DE THAT THE SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRICT SHALL
HAVE DI SCRETION W TH REGARD TO THE CATEGORY OR CATEGORI ES OF SUSPECTED
ELDER ABUSE OR MALTREATMENT SUCH TEAM OR TEAMS MAY | NVESTI GATE,
PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT THE SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRI CT SHALL PLACE PARTI C-
ULAR EMPHASI S ON CASES | NVOLVI NG PHYSI CAL ABUSE, SEXUAL ABUSE, EMOTI ONAL
ABUSE, ACTIVE, PASSIVE OR SELF NEGLECT, AND FI NANCI AL EXPLO TATI ON AS
DEFI NED I N SUBDI VI SI ON SI X OF SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED SEVENTY- THREE OF THE
SCOCl AL SERVI CES LAW

(B) MEMBERS OF MULTI DI SCl PLI NARY TEAMS SHALL | NCLUDE BUT NOT BE LI M T-
ED TO REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE FOLLOWN NG AGENCI ES: ADULT PROTECTI VE
SERVI CES, LAW ENFORCEMENT, THE DI STRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE, BANKS AND
FI NANCI AL I NSTI TUTIONS, AS MWELL AS FORENSI C ACCOUNTANTS, PHYSI CI AN OR
MEDI CAL PROVI DERS TRAI NED | N ELDER ABUSE AND MALTREATMENT, MENTAL HEALTH
PROFESSI ONALS, AND VI CTI M ADVOCACY PERSONNEL. MEMBERS OF THE MULTI DI SCI -
PLI NARY TEAM PRI MARI LY RESPONSI BLE FOR THE | NVESTI GATI ON OF ELDER ABUSE
AND MALTREATMENT REPORTS, |NCLUDING THOSE REPRESENTATI VES FROM ADULT
PROTECTI VE SERVICES, LAW ENFORCEMENT, AND THE DI STRICT ATTORNEY'S
OFFI CE, SHALL PARTI CI PATE I N JO NT | NTERVI EAS AND CONDUCT | NVESTI GATI VE
FUNCTI ONS CONSI STENT WTH THE M SSI ON OF THE PARTI CULAR AGENCY MEMBER

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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NVOLVED. | T SHALL NOT BE REQUI RED THAT MEMBERS OF A MULTI DI SCI PLI NARY
TEAM NOT RESPONSI BLE FOR THE | NVESTI GATION OF REPORTS PARTICI PATE |IN
EVERY | NVESTI GATI ON. SUCH OTHER MEMBERS SHALL PROVI DE VI CTI M ADVOCACY,
EMOTI ONAL  SUPPORT, AND ACCESS TO MEDI CAL AND MENTAL HEALTH CARE, WHERE
APPLI CABLE.

(© ALL MEMBERS, CONSI STENT W TH THEI R RESPECTI VE AGENCY M SSI ONS AND
PROFESSI ONS, SHALL FACI LI TATE EFFI Cl ENT DELI VERY OF SERVI CES TO VI CTI M5
AND APPROPRI ATE DI SPCSI TI ON OF CASES THROUGH THE CRI M NAL JUSTI CE SYSTEM
IN A COLLABORATI VE MANNER. HONEVER, NON- | NVESTI GATI VE TEAM MEMBERS
SHALL NOTE THEIR SPECI FI C ROLE I N THE TEAM FOR REPORTS COVERED BY THI S
SECTI ON.

(D) NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVISION OF LAW TO THE CONTRARY,
MEMBERS OF A MULTI DI SCI PLI NARY | NVESTI GATI VE TEAM MAY SHARE W TH OTHER
TEAM MEMBERS CLI ENT- | DENTI FI ABLE | NFORMATI ON CONCERNING THE VICTIM OR
THE VICTIMS FAMLY TO FACI LI TATE THE | NVESTI GATI ON OF SUSPECTED ELDER
ABUSE OR MALTREATMENT. NOTHING IN THI'S SUBDI VI SION SHALL PRECLUDE THE
CREATION OF MJULTI DI SCl PLI NARY TEAMS WHI CH | NCLUDE MORE THAN ONE SOCI AL
SERVI CES DI STRI CT. EACH TEAM SHALL DEVELOP A WRI TTEN PROTOCOL FOR | NVES-
TI GATI ON OF ELDER ABUSE AND MALTREATMENT CASES AND FOR | NTERVI EW NG
ELDER ABUSE AND MALTREATMENT VI CTI MS.

2. APPROVED PRQIECTS SHALL SUBM T A REPORT TO THE DI RECTOR OF THE
STATE OFFI CE FOR THE AG NG, WHO SHALL MAKE SUCH REPORTS AVAI LABLE TO THE
MAJORI TY LEADER OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, AND THE
CHAIRS OF THE AG NG COW TTEES OF THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, BY NOVEMBER
FI RST, TWO THOUSAND SI XTEEN, DOCUMENTI NG | NI TI AL FI NDI NGS OF THE MJLTI -
DI SCI PLI NARY TEAM | NVESTI GATI ONS, | NCLUDI NG, BUT NOT LIM TED TO

(A) FINAL DI SPCSI TIONS OF CRIM NAL CASES THAT WERE | NVESTI GATED AND
ASS| STED BY THE MULTI DI SCI PLI NARY TEAM W TH APPROPRI ATE CONFI DENTI ALI TY
MEASURES TAKEN TO PROTECT THE | DENTI TI ES OF VI CTI MS AND THE ACCUSED;

(B) PHYSI CAL AND MENTAL HEALTH OUTCOMES OF VICTIMS VWHO WERE THE
SUBJECTS OF ELDER ABUSE AND MALTREATMENT CASES;

(© FINANCI AL JUDGVENTS AND REPAYMENTS MADE AS A RESULT OF THE | NVES-
TI GATI ON AND | NTERVENTI ON OF THE MULTI DI SCI PLI NARY TEAM

(D) NECESSARY MEASURES TAKEN TO ENSURE CROSS- COLLABORATI ON ACRGCSS
AGENCI ES AND PROVI DERS; AND

(E) NECESSARY TRAINING THAT EACH SOCIAL SERVI CES DI STRICT TOX TO
TRAI N MEMBERS | NCLUDI NG APPROPRI ATE WAYS TO ASSESS RI SK, | DENTIFY | NDI -
CATORS OF ELDER ABUSE AND MALTREATMENT, AND CONDUCT APPROPRI ATE | NTER-
VI EVS.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



