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STATE OF NEW YORK

5546--A
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
May 14, 2015

Introduced by Sens. FUNKE, HAM LTON, KENNEDY -- read tw ce and ordered
printed, and when printed to be commtted to the Commttee on Educa-
tion -- recommitted to the Conmittee on Education in accordance with
Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 -- conmittee discharged, bill anended, ordered
reprinted as anended and reconmtted to said comrttee

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to requiring the comm s-
sioner of education to nake reconmendations to the board of regents
relating to the adoption of instruction in nmental health in junior and
senior high schools and to provide school districts with current
i nformati on on drug abuse issues

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 305 of the education law is anmended by addi ng two
new subdi vi sions 55 and 56 to read as foll ows:

55. A. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL MAKE RECOMMVENDATIONS TO THE BOARD OF
REGENTS RELATING TO THE ADOPTION OF |INSTRUCTION I N MENTAL HEALTH I N
JUNI OR AND SENI OR HI GH SCHOQLS.

B. PRIOR TO MAKI NG THE RECOMMVENDATI ONS TO THE BOARD OF REGENTS, THE
COW SSI ONER SHALL:

(1) SEEK THE RECOMMENDATI ONS OF TEACHERS, SCHOOL ADM NI STRATORS,
TEACHER EDUCATORS, SCHOOL PSYCHOLOJ STS, SCHOOL SOCIAL WORKERS AND
OTHERS W TH EDUCATI ONAL EXPERTI SE | N THE PROPOSED CURRI CULUM

(1'l) SEEK COMMENT FROM PARENTS, STUDENTS AND OTHER | NTERESTED PARTI ES;

(1'1'l) CONSIDER THE AMOUNT OF | NSTRUCTI ONAL TI ME SUCH CURRI CULUM W LL
REQUI RE AND WHETHER SUCH TI ME WOULD DETRACT FROM OTHER MANDATED COURSES
OF STUDY;

(1V) CONSIDER THE FISCAL | MPACT, |IF ANY, ON THE STATE AND SCHOOL
DI STRI CTS;

CONSI DER THE RELEVANCE OF EXISTING REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO
MENTAL HEALTH AS PART OF THE SCHOOL HEALTH CURRI CULUM AS | T RELATES TO
THE CURRENT UNDERSTANDI NG OF MENTAL HEALTH AS AN | NTEGRAL PART OF HEALTH

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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AND THE RELATI ONSHI P OF MENTAL HEALTH TO THE | NSTRUCTION OF ALCOHO.,
DRUGS AND TOBACCO, AND

(VI') CONSI DER ANY ADDI Tl ONAL FACTORS THE COWM SSI ONER DEEMS RELEVANT.

C. NO LATER THAN ONE HUNDRED El GHTY DAYS AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF
THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON, THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL PROVI DE A RECOMMVENDATI ON TO THE
BOARD OF REGENTS TO ElI THER ADOPT AND PROMULGATE APPROPRI ATE RULES AND
REGULATI ONS | MPLEMENTI NG SUCH CURRI CULUM OR REJECT THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF
SUCH CURRI CULUM UPON RECEI VI NG A RECOMVENDATI ON FROM THE COWM SSI ONER,
PURSUANT TO THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON, THE BOARD OF REGENTS SHALL VOTE TO EI THER
ACCEPT OR REJECT THE COW SSI ONER S RECOMMENDATI ON NO LATER THAN SI XTY
DAYS AFTER RECEI VI NG SUCH RECOMVENDATI ON.

D. |F THE BOARD OF REGENTS ADOPTS SUCH CURRICULUM THE CURRI CULUM
REQUI REMENT SHALL TAKE EFFECT NO LATER THAN THE NEXT SCHOOL YEAR AFTER
SUCH CURRI CULUM HAS BEEN ADOPTED.

E. |F THE BOARD OF REGENTS REJECTS SUCH CURRI CULUM THE COW SSI ONER
SHALL PROVIDE A REPORT AS TO THE DETERM NATI ON OF THE BOARD TO THE
GOVERNOR, THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE
ASSEMBLY AND THE CHAI RS OF THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY COWM TTEES ON EDUCA-
TI ON PROVI DI NG THE REASONS FOR SUCH REJECTI ON NOT LATER THAN THI RTY DAYS
AFTER THE BOARD OF REGENTS REJECTS SUCH CURRI CULUM

56. THE COWM SSIONER SHALL ON A BIENNIAL BASIS PROVIDE SCHOOL
DI STRICTS WTH EDUCATI ONAL | NFORMVATI ON RELATI NG TO CURRENT DRUG ABUSE
| SSUES | N ORDER TO ENSURE | NSTRUCTI ON PROVI DED PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON
THREE OF SECTION EIGHT HUNDRED FOUR OF THI S CHAPTER | S RELEVANT AND
CURRENT.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



