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Introduced by Sens. BONACI C, CARLUCCI, GALLIVAN, KENNEDY -- read tw ce
and ordered printed, and when printed to be commtted to the Commttee
on Judiciary

AN ACT to anend the judiciary law, in relation to the court-appointed
speci al advocat es program

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The purpose of this act is to recognize the inportant role
long played by court-appointed special advocates ("CASA') programs in
aiding famly court efforts to pronote the health, safety and well -being
of children; and to ensure that, going forward, CASA progranms are suit-
ably structured, admnistered and funded so that they may continue to
provi de appropriate services to children and famlies through its dedi-
cated vol unteers.

S 2. The judiciary law is anended by adding a new article 21-C to read
as foll ows:

ARTI CLE 21-C
COURT- APPOI NTED SPECI AL ADVOCATES PROGRAM
SECTI ON 849- L. GENERAL PURPOSE
849-M ADM NI STRATI ON.
849- N. STATE ASSI STANCE.
849-0O. | MMUNITY.
849- P. CONFI DENTI ALI TY.

S 849-L. GENERAL PURPOSE. THE LEG SLATURE HEREBY RECOGNI ZES THE | MPOR-
TANCE OF COURT- APPO NTED SPECI AL ADVOCATES (CASA) PROGRAMS TO THE EFFEC-
TIVE OPERATION OF THE FAMLY COURT. ACCORDINGY, |IT DI RECTS THAT, AS
PROVIDED IN THI S ARTI CLE, THESE PROGRAMS SHALL BE SUBJECT TO ADM NI STRA-
TI VE SUPERVI SI ON AND ELI G BLE FOR STATE ASSI STANCE. FOR PURPCSES OF THI' S
ARTI CLE, A CASA PROGRAM SHALL MEAN A NOT-FOR-PROFIT CORPORATION IN
COWPLI ANCE WTH SUCH STANDARDS AS ARE SPECI FIED I N RULES OF THE CHI EF

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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JUDGE OF THE STATE PROMULGATED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON El GHT HUNDRED FORTY-
NI NE-M OF THI S ARTI CLE.

S 849-M ADM NI STRATI ON. THE CH EF JUDGE OF THE STATE SHALL PROMULGATE
RULES AND REGULATI ONS STANDARDI ZI NG USE OF CASA PROGRAMS I N THI S STATE
AND GOVERNI NG THE ADM NI STRATI ON AND OPERATI ON OF SUCH PROGRAMS. NO CASA
PROGRAM OR ANY STAFF PERSON OR VOLUNTEER WORKI NG FOR OR ON BEHALF OF
SUCH PROGRAM SHALL BE ELIGd BLE FOR APPO NTMENT BY A FAM LY COURT TO
ASS| ST SUCH COURT | N ANY MANNER UNLESS SUCH PROGRAM |S I N COWLI ANCE
WTH SUCH RULES AND REGULATIONS. NOR SHALL ANY CASA PROGRAM OR ANY
STAFF PERSON OR VOLUNTEER WORKI NG FOR OR ON BEHALF OF SUCH PROGRAM UPON
APPO NTMENT BY A FAM LY COURT TO ASSI ST SUCH COURT | N ANY MANNER, EXER-
Cl SE ANY POAERS OR DI SCHARGE ANY DUTIES I N RELATI ON THERETO UNLESS SUCH
COURT HAS AUTHORI ZED SUCH EXERCI SE OR DI SCHARGE.

S 849-N. STATE ASSI STANCE. 1. THERE SHALL BE A STATE ASSI STANCE
PROGRAM TO BE KNOWN AS THE CASA ASSI STANCE PROGRAM PURSUANT TO WHI CH
| NDI VI DUAL CASA PROGRAMS MAY APPLY FOR AND RECEIVE FUNDING FROM SUCH
APPROPRI ATIONS AS THE LEG SLATURE NMAY MAKE AVAI LABLE THEREFOR TO THE
UNI FI ED COURT SYSTEM

2. THE CASA ASSI STANCE PROGRAM SHALL BE ADM NI STERED BY THE CH EF
ADM NI STRATOR OF THE COURTS, WHO SHALL PRESCRI BE APPLI CATI ON AND PAYNMENT
PROCEDURES, STANDARDS TO GOVERN THE AWARD OF FUNDI NG AND PROTOCOLS FOR
ONGO NG REVI EW OF CASA PROGRAMS THAT RECEI VE FUNDS HEREUNDER, | NCLUDI NG
PROVI SI ON FOR PERI ODI C PROGRAM REVI EW AND RECORDS RETENTI ON.

3. FUNDS AVAILABLE PURSUANT TO TH'S ARTICLE MAY BE USED FOR ANY
PURPCSE HAVI NG AS | TS END ENHANCEMENT OF A CASA PROGRAM S ABILITY TO
PROVI DE SUI TABLE AND SUFFI Cl ENT ASSI STANCE TO THE FAM LY COURT.

4. THE STATE COWPTROLLER, THE CH EF ADM NI STRATOR AND THElI R AUTHORI ZED
REPRESENTATI VES SHALL HAVE THE PONER TO | NSPECT, EXAM NE AND AUDI T THE
FI SCAL AFFAI RS OF ANY CASA PROGRAM RECEI VI NG FUNDI NG HEREUNDER.

S 849-0 | MMUNITY. EACH BOARD MEMBER, OFFI CER, EMPLOYEE AND VOLUNTEER
WORKI NG FOR OR ON BEHALF OF A CASA PROGRAM WH LE PARTI Cl PATI NG I N GOCD
FAITH WTH N THE SCOPE OF H S OR HER EMPLOYMENT THEREBY OR APPO NTMENT
THEREUNDER, SHALL HAVE | MMUNITY FROM ANY LIABILITY, CIVIL OR CRI M NAL,
THAT M GHT OTHERW SE RESULT BY REASON OF H'S OR HER ACTI ON OR | NACTI ON.
FOR PURPCSES OF THI S SECTION, THE GOOD FAI TH OF ANY SUCH BOARD MEMBER,
OFFI CER, EMPLOYEE AND VOLUNTEER SHALL BE PRESUMED, PROVI DED THAT HE OR
SHE WAS EXERCISING H S OR HER PONERS OR DI SCHARG NG HI' S OR HER DUTI ES
W TH N THE SCOPE OF H'S OR HER EMPLOYMENT OR APPO NTMENT, AND THAT SUCH
LI ABILITY DID NOT RESULT FROM THE W LLFUL M SCONDUCT OR GROSS NEGLI GENCE
OF SUCH BOARD MEMBER, OFFI CER, EMPLOYEE AND VOLUNTEER.

S 849-P. CONFI DENTI ALI TY. EACH CASA PROGRAM SHALL SAFEGUARD THE CONFI -
DENTI ALI TY OF ALL | NFORVATI ON AND MATERI AL | N ACCORDANCE W TH APPLI CABLE
STATE AND FEDERAL LAWS, RULES AND REGULATI ONS; AND, TO THI S END, SHALL
ENSURE THAT ALL OF | TS BOARD MEMBERS, OFFI CERS, EMPLOYEES AND VOLUNTEERS
ARE TRAINED I N, AND COWLY W TH, SUCH LAWS, RULES AND REGULATI ONS.

S 3. This act shall take effect imediately.



