LEG SLATI VE RESCOLUTI ON honoring Christopher Burke upon the occasion of
his designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor
best owed upon an individual by the New York State Senate

WHEREAS, It is incunbent upon the people of the State of New York to
recogni ze and acknow edge those within our mdst who have nmade signif-
icant contributions to the quality of life therein; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize the
caring concern and heroic acts of those exenplary citizens, who take
pronpt and appropriate action in energency situations, and in doing so,
hel p others to avert life-threatening danger; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Christopher
Burke upon the occasion of his designation as recipient of a Liberty
Medal , the hi ghest honor bestowed upon an individual by the New York
State Senate; and

WHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited specia
commendati on for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behal f of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

WHEREAS, 20-year-old Christopher Burke has a special relationship with
water; an avid swi mmer and surfer, he has been both a trained and certi-
fied lifeguard for the past five years; and

WHEREAS, Currently, this remarkable young man is one of several [ife-
guards enployed at the Ei senhower Park Aquatic Center in East Meadow,
New Yor k; and

WHEREAS, In July of 2015, while on vacation at the beach in Wsthanp-
ton, New York, Christopher Burke heard an exhausted wonman yelling for
hel p while she was swinmng in the ocean; using his skills and trai ning,
he rushed into the water and safely pulled her onto the shore; and

WHEREAS, Christopher Burke, through his spontaneous and her oi ¢
actions, denonstrated his character and his conpassion for the welfare
of others, personifying, by virtue of his actions, the collective
concern of ordinary citizens across the conmunity of the State of New
York who voluntarily respond when others are in need of help; now,
therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Chri st opher Burke upon the occasion of his designation as recipi-
ent of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an individual by
the New York State Senate; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Christopher Burke.



