LEG SLATI VE RESCLUTION comenorating the 100th Anniversary of the
creation of Van Cleef Lake to be cel ebrated August 7-20, 2015

WHEREAS, It is the intent of this Legislative Body to honor and comem
orate the proud and distinguished histories of the people and comuni -
ties which conprise the noble body of this great Enpire State; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |[|ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to conmem
orate the 100th Anniversary of the creation of Van Ceef Lake to be
cel ebrated August 7-20, 2015, in Seneca Falls, New York; and

WHEREAS, 1In the early 19th Century, the Village of Seneca Falls expe-
rienced trenendous grow h as dozens of mlls and water powered indus-
tries were established along the south side of the Seneca River; as the
area becane a world | eader in manufacturing, a neighborhood known as
"The Flats" becane the center of much of its conmercial activity; and

WHEREAS,  On August 20, 1915, a mmjor transformational event occurred
in the history of the Seneca Falls community when inprovenents to the
Cayuga- Seneca Canal led to the flooding of The Flats, creating today's
Van Cl eef Lake, and the highest operating locks in the New York State
Canal System and

WHEREAS, As a result of the devel opment of this new canal system 116
commercial enterprises and 60 residences were forced to relocate or be
denol i shed as the water |evel was planned to rise by 60 feet; and

WHEREAS, My/nderse Van Ceef, a forner Seneca Falls resident who was
living in Ithaca, offered the Seneca Falls Board of Trustees a signif-
icant contribution towards the inprovenment of this new body of water if
they would nane it Van Cl eef Lake; and

WHEREAS, The inprovenents to the Cayuga- Seneca Canal and the creation
of Van Ceef Lake left an indelible mark on the history of Wstern New
York, contributing to the area's devel opnment in the 20th century; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recogni ze events
of historical significance wthin the State of New York, and in doing
so, help to ensure that the conplete history of our State and Nation is
preserved and shared wth present and future generations of citizens;
and

WHEREAS, In recognition of Seneca Falls' rich history and enduring
contribution to the State of New York, this Legislative Body is proud to
pay tribute to Seneca Falls on the 100th Anniversary of this historic
occasi on; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 100th Anniversary of the creation of Van C eef Lake to
be cel ebrated August 7-20, 2015; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Carol Ritter Wight, Chairperson of the Van eef Lake
Centennial Committee in Seneca Falls, New York.



