LEG SLATI VE RESCOLUTI ON comenorating the 100t h Anniversary of the Duca
Degli Abruzzi Lodge No. 443, Order Sons of Italy in Anerica

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body, in keeping with its
ti me-honored traditions, to recognize and pay tribute to those organi za-
tions which foster ethnic pride and enhance the profile of cultura
di versity which strengthens the fabric of the communities of New York
State; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to conmem
orate the 100th Anniversary of the Duca Degli Abruzzi Lodge No. 443,
Order Sons of Italy in America, Endicott, New York; and

WHEREAS, The Order Sons of Italy in Anerica (OSIA) encourages the
mai nt enance of Italian culture and |anguage, as well as assinilation
into American social and political life; it has sponsored a wi de variety
of progranms in furtherance of its mssion, as well as countless Italian
heritage events; and

WHEREAS, The Oder Sons of Italy in Anerica was established in New
York City on June 22, 1905, by Vincenzo Sellara, MD., and a snall group
of other professionals; for alnost 109 years, the Order Sons of Italy
and its nmany |local |odges have been of service to the Italian Anerican
communi ty throughout New York State and the Nation; and

WHEREAS, Founded in 1915, the Duca Degli Abruzzi Lodge was built on
the original Oder Sons of |Italy in Anerica principles of liberty,
equality and fraternity; and

WHEREAS, A pillar of the north side of Endicott, the Duca Degli Abruz-
zi Lodge has served the community as a social hall, polling place, venue
for charitable events, and even a school gymmasiumduring its |ong and
di sti ngui shed history; and

WHEREAS, Today, this vital organization supports nmany charitable
endeavors, including such worthy causes as the Al zheiner's Association,
Cool ey's Anema Foundation, and the Doug Flutie Jr. Foundation for
Autism as well as nunerous |ocal school prograns, and youth sports
teans; and

WHEREAS, A true asset to the community, the Duca Degli Abruzzi Lodge
al so grants substantial funds annually for scholarships to deserving
students; and

WHEREAS, Under the | um nous gui dance of President Pat Cerra, the Duca
Degli Abruzzi Lodge will continue to serve the community and express
Italian cultural pride for many years to come; and

WHEREAS, The success of the Duca Degli Abruzzi Lodge is in direct
correlation to the efforts of its nenbers, whose involvenment is, and
al ways has been, characterized by an inpressive commtnent, an unbridl ed
ent husi asm and an unconprom si ng standard of excellence in all endeav-
ors on behalf of the organization and the community it serves; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when organiza-
tions of such noble ains and acconplishnments are brought to our atten-
tion, they should be cel ebrated and recogni zed by all the citizens of
this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 100th Anniversary of the Duca Degli Abruzzi Lodge No.
443, Order Sons of Italy in Arerica; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Pat Cerra, President, Duca Degli Abruzzi Lodge No. 443, O der
Sons of Italy in Anerica.



