LEG SLATI VE RESCOLUTION comenorating the 50th Anniversary of Hi gher
Educati onal Qpportunity Prograns in New York State

VWHEREAS, The State of New York is renowned for its centuries-old tradi-
tion of excellence and diversity in education and for the place of para-
nmount i nportance whi ch education holds for the people of the State; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to conmenorate the
50t h Anniversary of H gher Educational Opportunity Programs in New York
State, whose achievenents and endeavors further enhance excellence in
educati on, and whose students join us today to protect these progranms
for generations to cone; and

WHEREAS, The Arthur O Eve Hi gher Education Cpportunity Program ( HEOP)
is an educational program approved by the New York State Legislature
whi ch serves New York State residents who are both academcally and
econoni cal | y di sadvant aged; and

WHEREAS, HEOP provides a broad range of services to New York State
resi dents who, because of academic and economc circunstances, would
otherwise be wunable to attend post-secondary non-public educationa
institutions; and

WHEREAS, |In 1966, the Governor and the Legislature approved a bill to
provide access to higher education for the educationally and econom
i cally disadvantaged students in New York State; and

WHEREAS, The program known as Search for Education, Elevation, and
Know edge (SEEK) was begun at The City University of New York (CUNY)
the Coll ege Discovery Program which was already in existence at conmu-
nity colleges in New York Cty, was continued, and the State University
of New York (SUNY) started the Educational Qpportunity Program (EOP)
and

WHEREAS, 1In 1969, |egislation established the H gher Education Oppor-
tunity Program (HEOP) at independent colleges and wuniversities in New
York State; in 2006, the Governor and the Legi sl ature approved a nane
change in honor of the inportant role former Assenblyman Arthur O  Eve
pl ayed in increasing access to higher education in New York State; and

WHEREAS, These prograns are designed to neet the special needs of
students from di sadvant aged backgrounds; anong the strategies avail able
to neet these needs are testing, pre-freshman summer prograns, coun-
seling, tutoring, coursework, and financial assistance; and

WHEREAS, |n general, students in opportunity progranms are individuals
from famlies with low incomes, wth high potential for successful
col | egi ate experience but who have not acquired the verbal, mathenat-
ical, and other cognitive skills required for collegiate | evel work; and

WHEREAS, Cenerally, their grades fall in the bottomhalf of their high
school graduating cl asses; they are students who have not earned Regents
di pl onas, are assigned to high schools which have poor records for
devel opi ng students, or have been tracked or scheduled into general,
commercial, or vocational high school prograns; and

WHEREAS, (Qpportunity programs are available for students living in
urban and rural areas; they are available at two and four year |evels,
at public and i ndependent colleges, and in every academ ¢ discipline and
career field; and

WHEREAS, Students are selected without regard to age, color, religion,
creed, disability, mrital status, veteran status, national origin,
race, gender, genetic predisposition or carrier status, or sexual orien-
tation; and

WHEREAS, Wth just cause and true purpose, this Legislative Body is
pl eased to recogni ze the significant assistance of New York State Hi gher
Educati on Qpportunity Prograns; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to



commenorate the 50th Anniversary of H gher Educational Opportunity
Prograns in New York State; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to the H gher Educational Opportunity Prograns in New York
St at e.



