LEG SLATIVE RESOLUTION nenorializing Governor Andrew M Cuonp to
proclaimJuly 30, 2016, as Wrld Day against Trafficking in Persons in
the State of New York

WHEREAS, World Day against Trafficking in Persons is an official United
Nat i ons observance held on July 30th of every year; it was established
in 2013 by the UN General Assenbly; and

WHEREAS, The observance focuses on raising awareness of human traf-
ficking and the inportance of stopping it; and

WHEREAS, Human trafficking is the trade of hunmans; internationa
conventions condenmn it as a grave violation of human rights; the
pur poses of trafficking in humans include, but are not limted to, sexu-
al slavery, conmercial sexual exploitation, forced |abor, servitude,
forced nmarriage, renoval of organs etc.; trade in people can occur both
within a victims country of origin and abroad; and

WHEREAS, At any given tine, about 2.5 mllion people are affected by
human trafficking; alnmost every country in the world is involved in
trafficking, whether as a country of origin, destination or transit for
human trade victins; and

WHEREAS, Worl d Day against Trafficking in Persons ains to rai se aware-
ness of the situation of nmen, wonen and children who have fallen victins
to human trafficking and to pronote and protect their rights; and

WHEREAS, New York State, a leading entry, transit and destination
point for trafficking victins, is comritted to the abolition of human
trafficking; and

WHEREAS, Trafficking victins experience a host of health and nental
heal t h-rel at ed consequences at far greater rates than their counterparts
who have not been trafficked; and

WHEREAS, Each year, 15,000 to 18,000 people are trafficked into the
United States, according to the Federal Bureau of I|nvestigation; and

WHEREAS, The denmand for cheap |abor and for prostitution has nade
trafficking in persons a worldw de industry that generates $32 billion
annual ly; and

WHEREAS, In the United States, the average age of entry into prostitu-
tion is 13 years old and the National Center for Mssing and Exploited
Chil dren estimates that over 100,000 Anerican children and youth are
victims of sex trafficking; buying children for sex is child abuse; and

WHEREAS, Public awareness has the potential to increase the identifi-
cation and reporting of human trafficking by the public, professionals,
and victins thenselves, and can act as a catalyst to pronote |ong-term
prevention and abolition of this form of nodern-day sl avery; and

WHEREAS, Survivors of human trafficking have first-hand know edge of
the trauma and severe violations that occur in trafficking situations,
but al so have a deep understandi ng of necessary solutions for prevention
and response; and

WHEREAS, Listening to survivors and fostering survivor |eadership
allows survivors to connect with their strength and resilience and is
critical in the fight to end human trafficking;, and

WHEREAS, It is inperative that there be greater awareness of this
serious issue, and nore nust be done to increase activity at the |ocal,
State and National |evels; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmenori al i ze Governor Andrew M Cuono to proclaimJuly 30, 2016, as Wrld
Day against Trafficking in Persons in the State of New York; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to The Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonp, CGovernor of the State of New
York, and the New York State Anti-Trafficking Coalition






