LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON honoring Peter and Gretchen Koch upon the occa-
sion of their designation as recipients of the Sharing the Light Award
by the Catholic Charities of the Finger Lakes on June 16th, 2016

WHEREAS, Individuals who give of their tinme and energi es and serve the
best interests of their communities are an asset beyond renunerati on and
cannot be sufficiently extolled; and

WHEREAS, Peter and G etchen Koch have given not only of their tinme and
energi es but also of their conpetence, intelligence and |eadership and
consequent |y have been designated for special honor; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Peter and
Gret chen Koch upon the occasion of their designation as recipients of
the Sharing the Light Award by the Catholic Charities of the Finger
Lakes on Thursday, June 16th, 2016, at Hobart and WIlliam Smth
Col | eges, Geneva, New York; and

WHEREAS, Peter and Gretchen Koch have been called upon to contribute
their tinme and talents to countless civic and charitable endeavors and
have al ways gi ven of thensel ves unstintingly; and

WHEREAS, Peter Koch wvaliantly served his country as a nenber of the
United States Arny from 1964 to 1967, before a business opportunity
brought himto the Finger Lakes Region; he was enployed at H& L Ford in
Auburn, New York from 1970-1979; and

WHEREAS, 1In 1979, Peter Koch opened his first car business, and spent
his illustrious career as owner of: Peter Koch Li ncol n- Mer cury,
1979-1994; Peter Koch Chrysler Plynmouth Dodge, 1983-2012; and Peter Koch
Chrysl er Dodge Jeep, 1990-2008; and

WHEREAS, Peter Koch received a Bachelor of Arts degree fromthe
University of Notre Dane, and Gretchen attended Hobart & WIlliam Smth
Coll eges; she is also a graduate of the National Auto Deal er Acadeny;
and

WHEREAS, Wth a steadfast and unwavering commitnment to the Finger
Lakes Regi on, Gretchen and Peter Koch have contributed to several conmu-
nity projects; Getchen has served on the board of several organizations
including the Seneca Falls Library, the Hi storical Society, the Nationa
Wnen's Hall of Fame and Family Counseling Services of the Finger Lakes;
and

WHEREAS, Additionally, G etchen Koch has volunteered with the Seneca
County Children's Conmttee and the House of Concern; and

VWHEREAS, Peter Koch has been a nenber of the Board of Portal de Bel en,
St. Patrick's Parish Council and St. Joseph's Parish Council; he has
al so served as President of the Board of DeSal es Regi onal Hi gh School;
and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, together the couple has volunteered at St.
Patrick's School, DeSales Hi gh School and McQuaid Jesuit H gh School;
and

WHEREAS, Peter and Gretchen Koch have generously supported numerous
initiatives such as a retreat center at a diocesan mssion in Tabasco,
Mexi co, a Habitat House in Seneca County, tuition for several students
at DeSales H gh School, the St. Patrick's Annual Basketball Tournanent,
and St. Anthony's Festival; and

WHEREAS, |In addition, Peter and G etchen Koch support Ann Marie Zon's
Ni caragua Project at St. Francis/St. Clare Parish, Father Joseph Thomas'
work in GQujarat, India, and Fr. Gaesser's project, el Portal de Belen,
in the Dom nican Republic where he feeds approximately 1,000 children
each day; and

WHEREAS, The Kochs have been the recipient of countless awards and
accol ades including, Community Service awards from the Seneca County
Yout h Bureau, Seneca County Fair and the Boy Scouts of Anerica; and



WHEREAS, This esteened couple also received the Red Kettle Award from
the Sal vation Armnmy, and Peter was bestowed with the Qutstanding Catholic
School Graduate Award for his work at St. Patrick's School; in 2009,
Gretchen received a special award for her work on the Induction Cerenony
for the National Wnen's Hall of Fane; and

WHEREAS, Wth them throughout have been their children, Kinberly,
Heat her, Charlotte and George, all of whomfeel privileged to be a part
of their lives and rejoice in their achievenents; and

WHEREAS, Throughout the entire period of their conmunity service, a
period of constructive involvenent, Peter and G etchen Koch have stood
constant in dignity, good grace and hunor; and

WHEREAS, Rare indeed is the inpressive dedication shown by individuals
for the benefit of others which Peter and G etchen Koch have displ ayed
t hroughout their lives; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Peter and G etchen Koch upon the occasion of their designation as
reci pients of the Sharing the Light Anmard by the Catholic Charities of
the Finger Lakes on June 16th, 2016; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Peter and G etchen Koch.



