LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON comendi ng t he Cayuga Miuseum upon the occasi on of
celebrating its 80th Anniversary

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that the quality of
life of the citizens of the State of New York is greatly enriched by its
exceptional cultural, educational and recreational institutions; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |[|ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to conmend
t he Cayuga Museum upon the occasion of celebrating its 80th Anniversary;
and

VWHEREAS, After Theodore Case and his wfe, Gertrude, donated their
estate to Professor Walter Long, the Cayuga Museum opened its doors to
the public for the first time on Cctober 13, 1936, in order to establish
a permanent hone for arts and culture in Auburn, New York; and

WHEREAS, Since then, the Cayuga Museum has becone focused on the Case
Research Lab and the history of Cayuga County and the Finger Lakes
regi on; and

WHEREAS, The Cayuga Miseum presents changing exhibitions, public
progranms, and serves hundreds of researchers annually on three floors of
the historic WIIlard-Case Mansion; its dedicated staff cares for thou-
sands of artifacts, archives and phot ographs from Cayuga County and the
Fi nger Lakes region, as well as the conplete archives and coll ections of
t he Case Research Lab; and

WHEREAS, The Case Research Laboratory was founded by Auburn natives,
Theodore WIllard Case and his father, Wllard Case, in 1916; it is on
this site where the first conmmercially successful system of sound film
was i nvented; and

WHEREAS, The Case Research Lab Museum showcases the worki ng spaces of
the darkroom chemstry lab, and recording studio, the first sound
camera, experinental recordi ng equi pnent, and a history of the comrer-
cialization of sound filmincluding such ventures as Phonofil ns, Fox-
Case Movi etone, and Fox Filns (now 20th Century Fox); and

WHEREAS, The research, restoration, and interpretation of the build-
ings and archives of the I ab began in 1990; since then, a great deal of
hi story has been unearthed from dozens of notebooks, thousands of pages
of correspondence, and nmany ot her |ab archives; and

WHEREAS, The interpretation of the Case Research Lab's place in histo-
ry continues to be an ongoing process; with the conpletion of the newy
renovat ed carriage house, now named Theater Mack, the Museumis | ooking
to the future and a |large scal e redesign of the exhibit to include Theo-
dore WlIllard Case's sound studio on the second floor of the carriage
house; and

WHEREAS, Conpletely renovated in 2011, Theater Mack conbi nes the charm
of the 19th Century carriage house it once was with exquisitely designed
nodern amenities; the nmain floor features a beautiful ballroom stage
and bar, restored 1850s carriage doors, hardwood fl oors, bead board
panel i ng and | uxurious velvet floor-to-ceiling curtains; and

WHEREAS, Throughout its eight decades of existence, attendance has
waned; in hopes of attracting new visitors, the Cayuga Miuseum under went
a makeover, installing new track |ighting and chandeliers and uncovering
its original hardwood floors, and hosted a Kids Day event on February
20, 2016; and

WHEREAS, The Cayuga Museum al so plans to garner information fromthe
residents of the region about what they would Iike to see at its facili-
ty by hosting public forunms, appearing at school neetings, visiting
ot her local nuseuns, and conducting an online survey; and

WHEREAS, Moreover, the Cayuga Museum w || introduce several new and
exciting exhibits which will be of great interest to the people of



Auburn and Cayuga county as a whol e; and

WHEREAS, The |ead exhibit of 2016 wll be "Cops and Robbers: Law
Enf orcenment and Sensational Crine in Cayuga County", which will explore
the history of the county's seven police agencies, as well as stories of
menor abl e | ocal crines; and

VWHEREAS, The second exhibit, "Visit Your Museum A Look Back at the
Art and Culture O ubs That Defined Us" will feature the many clubs and
organi zati ons which hel ped create the nmuseum and nmet regularly there in
its early day, such as the Daubers Cub, the Cayuga County Historica
Society, the Auburn Canera Cub and the Cayuga Vall ey Mdel Railroad
Club as well as nmany nore; and

WHEREAS, Opening in conjunction with "Visit Your Miseunt is the Auburn
Phot ography Club's "G rcle of Confusion: Three Exhibits, One Focus"
whi ch includes new i nages by the club al ongsi de ol d ones unearthed from
the Museum s archives; in addition, mniature cars from the Cayuga
Val | ey Model Railroad Club will be on display; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, the Cayuga Museum and Menorial Cty Hall have
teamed up to showcase rotating small exhibits which highlight the histo-
ry of both Auburn and Cayuga County; sone of these exhibits include
objects and photographs related to Cayuga County veterans, and |oca
i nvestors; and

WHEREAS, The Veterans' exhibit will highlight itenms from hundreds of
men and wonmen from Cayuga County who served in the War of 1812, World
War |, World War Il and the Vietnam War, including a group of nen who
were anmong the first to Iland on the beaches of Normandy on D-Day in
1944; and

WHEREAS, The exhibit will also feature two prom nent residents, Major
General John P. Herrling, who served 35 years on active duty, including
two conmbat tours in Vietnam where he received nunerous awards and acco-
| ades for his neritorious service; and Charles D. Gsborne, a nenber of
the 103rd Infantry, 26th Division of the United States Arny, a founding
menber of the Cayuga Museum and Mayor of Auburn; and

WHEREAS, Through these interesting and nostal gi c displays and staying
true to its educational m ssion, the Cayuga Miseum hopes to spotlight
its place in the community and open a dial ogue about what the public
wants fromit in the future; and

VWHEREAS, Under the |um nous direction of Executive Director, Eileen
McHugh, the Cayuga Museum strives to provide a forumfor the public to
realize, interact with and appreciate Cayuga County's shared past and
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unfol ding present to help shape a better future; and

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body that when insti-
tutions of such noble ains and acconplishnents are brought to our atten-
tion, they should be recognized and appl auded by all the citizens of
this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend the Cayuga Museum upon the occasion of celebrating its 80th
Anni versary; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Eil een McHugh, Executive Director, Cayuga Miseum



