LEG SLATIVE RESOLUTION nenorializing Governor Andrew M Cuonp to
proclaimMay 12, 2016, as Asperger's Syndrome Day in the State of New
Yor k

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize officia
days that are set aside to increase awareness of serious conditions that
affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |ong-
standing traditions, it is the sense of this Legislative Body to nenori -
alize Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaimMy 12, 2016, as Asperger's
Syndrome Day in the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, 1In 1944, Dr. Hans Asperger was the first to describe this
syndrone as a mld, high-functioning disorder on the autism spectrum
and

WHEREAS, The nedical comunity devel oped di agnostic skills that have
led to better and earlier diagnosis of Asperger's Syndrone since the
early 1990s; for many years, children were typically diagnosed between
the ages of 8 and 11; with inproved diagnostic tools and better inforned
provi ders, children as young as pre-school are now being diagnosed and
receiving treatnent; and

WHEREAS, Many adults have not been di agnosed with Asperger's Syndrone
al though they display the typical synptons; Asperger's Syndronme is
generally considered to have a strong genetic conmponent with a signif-
i cantly higher percentage of nales; and

WHEREAS, Characteristics of Asperger's Syndrome include: inpairnents
in soci al i zation and communi cation; difficulty in interpersona
rel ati ons; unawareness of people's feelings and responses; problens
reading facial expressions and voice inflections; narrow interests;
repetitive routines, speech and | anguage peculiarities; notor clunsi-
ness; and strong interest in systens; in addition, many people with
Asperger's are savant in either math, nmusic or the arts; and

WHEREAS, Asperger's Syndrone does not go away, and children do not
"grow out" of it; there is no cure; and

WHEREAS, School s nmust be cogni zant of bullying of Asperger's students
who are often ridiculed as "weird" or "geeks"; and

WHEREAS, Treatnent and therapy nust be directed at devel opnment of
social skills recognizing no two individuals with Asperger's Syndrone
are exactly alike; nedication my be necessary to help wth depression
and anxiety; and

WHEREAS, It is inperative that there be greater public awareness of
this serious health syndrone, and nore nust be done to increase activity
at the State, local and national |evels to support the patients as well
as their famlies; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Andrew M Cuonb to proclaim My 12, 2016, as
Asperger's Syndrone Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuonp, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



