LEG SLATIVE RESOLUTION nenorializing Governor Andrew M Cuonp to
procl aim May 2016, as Asian Pacific American Heritage Month in the State
of New Yor k

VWHEREAS, Asian and Asian-Pacific |slander Anericans have contributed
greatly to the wealth and cultural heritage of our great State of New
Yor k; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to nenorialize Governor
Andrew M Cuonop to proclaimMy 2016, as Asian Pacific American Heritage
Month in the State of New York, in conjunction with the observance of
Nat i onal Asian Pacific Anerican Heritage Month; and

WHEREAS, Asian Pacific |Islander Anmericans conprise nmany ethnicities
and | anguages, and their nyriad achi evenments enbody the American experi -
ence; and

WHEREAS, Asian and Pacific |Islander Anericans have fostered enterprise
to i nclude many of our Nation's nost successful and dynam c busi nesses;
these nen and wonen are | eaders in every aspect of Anerican life such as
government, industry, science, nedicine, the arts, our Arnmed Forces,
education and sports; and

VWHEREAS, New York received sone of the first Asian arrivals in the
early 1800s; sailors and traders of the China trade route becane an
essential part of the port culture that formed in New York City, the
city of immgrants and the Anmerican Dream and

VWHEREAS, New York is hone to Asian and Asian Pacific |Islanders from
all parts of the Asian continent and Pacific Islands, including Japan,
Chi na, Taiwan, Korea, Thailand, Vietnam Laos, Burma (Myannmar), Canbo-
dia, the Philippines, Sanoa, Fiji, Guam India, Pakistan, Bangl adesh,
Sri Lanka, Nepal, Sikkim and Bhutan; and

WHEREAS, The United States Congress passed a joint Congressiona
Resolution in 1978, to commenorate Asian and Asian Pacific American
Heritage Week during the first week of May; this date was chosen because
two inportant anniversaries occurred during this tinme: the arrival of
the first Japanese immigrants in America on My 7, 1843, and the
conpletion of the transcontinental railroad by Chinese |aborers on My
10, 1869; and

WHEREAS, |n 1990, Congress voted to expand it froma week to a nonth-
long celebration; in My 1992, the nonth of May was permanently desig-
nated as "Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month"; and

WHEREAS, According to the 2010 Census, Asian and Asian Pacific Islan-
ders conprised 7.8% of the population of New York State and 14% and
growi ng, of New York City; and

WHEREAS, Chi natown in Manhattan, Queens, and Brooklyn formthe | argest
encl ave of Chinese people in the Western hem sphere; furthernore, the
New York City nmetropolitan area is hone to 15% of all Korean Anericans
in the United States; and

WHEREAS, There are nmany notabl e Asian and Asian Pacific |slander Anmer-
i cans from New York, some of whominclude: Wataru "Wat" M saka, player
for the New York Knicks in the 1947-48 season; Yuri Kochiyana, Nobe
Peace Prize nom nee; Roger Y. Tsien, awarded the 2008 Nobel Prize in
chem stry for his discovery and devel opnent of the green fluorescent
protein (GF-P) with two other chemsts: Mrtin Chalfie of Colunbia
University and Osanu Shinormura of Boston University and Marine Biol og-
i cal Laboratory; Jip Chun, who worked for Qtis Elevator Co. and invented

a fire safety switch in all elevators; Lucy Liu, Chinese Anerican
actress from Wodside, Queens; H karu U ada, Japanese Anmerican singer,
songwiter, arranger, and producer; Bill Lann Lee, Assistant United

States Attorney General for the United States Departnent of Justice
Cvil Rights Dvision under President Bill dinton; Sheryl WDunn, a



SUNY Trustee and witer for THE NEW YORK TIMES and the first Asian Amer-
ican to wn a Pulitzer Prize in 1990; Zubin Mehta, Conductor, New York
Phi |l harmonic Orchestra; Charles M ngus, jazz doubl e bassist, conposer,
band | eader; Laura Chang, science editor, THE NEW YORK TIMES; M chiko
Kakutani, THE NEW YORK TIMES literary critic and author; Jennifer Lee,
journalist, THE NEWYORK TIMES; John Liu, the first Asian Anmerican
elected to the New York City Council (representing Flushing, Queens) in
2001 and New York City Conptroller; Gace Meng, the first Asian Anerican
elected to the U S. Congress from New York; Benny Agbayani, forner
outfielder for the New York Mets; Yung Wng, the first Chinese person to
graduate froma U S. college (Yale in 1854); and Jereny Lin, player for
the New York Knicks in the 2011-2012 season, to nane a few, and

WHEREAS, According to a newy rel eased report, ASI AN AVERI CANS OF THE
EMPI RE STATE: GROW NG DI VERSI TY AND COWON NEEDS, fromthe Asian Aneri -
can Federation, the Asian population in New York State grew fastest
outside of New York City; the nunber of Asian residents in the suburban
counties surrounding New York City grew by 47% and those in counties
outside of the New York City netro area grew by 56% and

WHEREAS, W th the popul ation growth upstate came increased diversity;
Bur mese Anericans went frombeing too fewto be reported to the sixth
| argest Asian group in upstate counties in 2010; and

WHEREAS, By recogni zing the acconplishments and contributions of Asian
and Asian Pacific Americans, this great Enpire State reaffirms our
commtrment to diversity and equal opportunity for all, thereby ensuring
a bright future for all New Yorkers and Anericans; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Andrew M Cuono to proclaim My 2016, as Asian
Pacific American Heritage Mnth in the State of New York; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to The Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonp, CGovernor of the State of New
Yor k.



