LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON comendi ng March of Di nes upon the occasi on of
hosting its annual March for Babies event to be held April 24, 2016

WHEREAS, The March of Di nes Foundation is a pioneer in inproving the
health of infants and wonmen of chil dbearing age by preventing birth
defects, premature birth and infant nortality; and

WHEREAS, In 1938, inspired by his own personal struggle wth polio,
President Franklin D. Roosevelt founded the National Foundation for
Infantile Paral ysis, better known as March of Di nes; and

WHEREAS, March of Dinmes funded vital research for the devel opnment of
vacci nes that effectively ended the polio epidemc in the United States;
and

WHEREAS, After acconplishing the organization's initial goal, Mrch of
Dines turned its efforts to preventing birth defects and infant nortal -
ity; and

WHEREAS, March of Dimes has worked tirelessly to support genetic
research, pronote newborn screening, and educate nedical professionals
and the public on best practices for healthy pregnancies to ensure all
babi es can have the best start to life; and

WHEREAS, 1In 2003, March of Dines initiated a Prematurity Canpaign to
rai se awar eness, research causes and prevention, and expand access to
care to reduce the nation's pretermbirth rate and enable all nothers to
have heal thy, full-term pregnancies; and

VWHEREAS, March of Di mes' annual March for Babies fundraiser was first
established in 1970 and has raised over $2 billion to support critica
research and prograns for the prevention of birth defects, prematurity,
and infant nortality; and

WHEREAS, Each year, March for Babies events are held in hundreds of
communities wth the support of nore than 20,000 conpany teans, fam -
lies, and national sponsors; and

WHEREAS, The New York City March for Babies will be held on Sunday,
April 24, 2016, and is expected to draw thousands of participants and
raise $2.3 million in proceeds for March of D nes; and

WHEREAS, This year's event will be led by March for Babies anbassador
Mari ana, who was born 15 weeks prematurely and faced many life-threaten-
ing illnesses and open-heart surgery over a five-nonth stay in the
Neonatal Infant Care Unit (N CU); and

WHEREAS, Today, Mariana is thriving and her strength and resilience
have inspired her famly, including her parents Danmaris Hernandez and
Joe G |l bert and her four-nonth-old baby brother, to join the March for
Babies to help future famlies and honor the nenory of those who joi ned
Mariana in the NICU and never made it hone; and

WHEREAS, For the 10th straight year, the New York Cty Mrch for
Babies w Il be led by Celebrity Chairman Eli Manni ng, who has dedi cat ed
hi nsel f to supporting the mssion of March of Dimes and inproving the
health and wel | -being of infants and chil dren; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize the
organi zers and participants of the March for Babies and the entire March
of Di nes organi zation for their invaluable contributions to children and
famlies in New York State and across the nation; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend March of Di nmes upon the occasion of hosting its annual March for
Babi es event to be held Sunday, April 24, 2016; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to March of Di nes.



