LEG SLATIVE RESOLUTION nenorializing Governor Andrew M Cuonp to
proclaimApril 2016 as Russian American History Month in the State of
New Yor k

WHEREAS, The history and participation of people of Russian heritage in
the American experience will be greatly enhanced and appreci ated through
t he observation of April 2016 as Russian American History Month in the
State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Individuals of Russian heritage such as |van Turchani nov,
Uni on Arny Brigadier CGeneral; lgor Sikorsky, inventor of the helicopter
and the nmulti-engine airplane; Madimr Zworykin, a Russian Anerican
i nventor, engineer, and pioneer of television technology; conposers
Sergei Rachmani noff and Igor Stravinsky; Yul Bryner and Kirk Dougl as,
Hol | ywood | egends; Serge Brin, co-founder and head of the Google Corpo-
ration; Irving Berlin, author of the song "God Bl ess Anerica,"” and nany
ot hers have nmade inportant contributions to the United States and the
wor | d; and

WHEREAS, The recognition of such significant contributions wl]l
enhance the opportunities for Russian American youth to take pride in
their forebears and to identify with themas rol e nodels; and

WHEREAS, Col ored by shadows of the Cold War, Americans sonetinmes hold
percepti ons of Russian Americans which obscure the fact that there has
never been a war between Russia and the United States; in fact our
nations were allies during World War 11; and

WHEREAS, Better know edge of the role of Russian Anericans in the
hi story of the United States and of rel ations between Russia and Anerica
can lead to nore productive opportunities for all; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menori al i ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaimApril 2016 as Russian
Anerican Hi story Month in the State of New York and to urge that during
this nmonth there be active efforts to examne the subject in public
schools, <colleges, wuniversities and other venues and that events and
activities supporting interest and attention to Russian American history
and how Russi an Anericans have retained their cultural identity while
contri buting significantly to the enrichnent of New York State and
Aneri ca be encouraged; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to The Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonp, CGovernor of the State of New
York and to Dr. dga Zatsepina, Chair of the Coalition in Support of
Russi an Anerican H story Month, and President of the RACH C, (Russian
American Cultural Heritage Center, Inc.); Sergey |. Kislyak, Anbassador
of the Russian Federation to the United States; The Honorable Igor L
Gol ubovsky, Consul Ceneral of the Russian Federation in New York; Bishop
John of Naro-Fom nsk, Adm nistrator of the Patriarchal parishes in the
United States of Anerica; Metropolitan Hilarion of Eastern Anmerica and
New York, First Heirarch of the Russian Othodox Church outside of
Russia; Dr. Cyril GCeacintov, President of the Russian Nobility Associ-
ation in America; Tatiana Deptola, President of the New Russia Cultura
Center in Al bany; and to other Menbers of the Coalition.



