LEG SLATI VE RESCLUTI ON comendi ng Roberts Wsleyan College upon the
occasion of celebrating its 150th Anniversary

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend those institutions of true purpose and hi gh achi evenent whose
exenpl ary prograns and acconplishnments clearly denponstrate an enduring
pursuit of excellence in higher education for the youth of this noble
Enpire State; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to commend Roberts
Wesl eyan Col | ege, in Rochester, New York, upon the occasion of cel ebrat-
ing its 150t h Anniversary; and

WHEREAS, For 150 years, Roberts Wesl eyan Col | ege has been comrtted to
character devel opnent, Christ-centered education, transformtiona
| earning and service; the College's three fundanental values include
schol arship, spiritual formation and service, and strategic focus on
transfornmati onal experiences, as well as engaged service and innovative
programns; and

VWHEREAS, Wth an enrollnent of 1,712 students and a tradition of
excel | ence since 1866, the college strives to inspire students to trans-
formthensel ves and the world, by offering nore than 50 undergraduate
progranms taught by high quality, supportive faculty and graduate
prograns in business, education, health admnistration, healthcare
informatics administration, marketing, nursing, school counseling and
school psychol ogy, and social work; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, innovative under gr aduat e degree-conpl eti on
prograns are al so available for working adults in health adm ni stration,
nursing, crimnal justice, organizational managenent and teacher educa-
tion; and

WHEREAS, |n 2015, Roberts Wesleyan Col | ege was recognized as one of
the Great Colleges to Wrk For by THE CHRONI CLE; and

WHEREAS, Roberts Wesleyan College's storied history began in 1866,
when The Reverend B.T. Roberts, the first bishop of the Free Methodi st
Church, founded Chili Semi nary, which |ater becane Roberts Wesl eyan
Col | ege; he designed the school in hopes of preparing well-educated
young people to becone servant-|eaders of high character which he felt
were greatly needed in Anerica; and

WHEREAS, In 1869, Chili Sem nary was authorized for public acadenmc
instruction, and in 1885, the nane was changed to A M Chesbrough Sem -
nary, and then to Roberts Junior College; and

WHEREAS, Over six decades |ater, the school was granted senior college
status and Wesl eyan was added to the nane to designate Free Methodi st
affiliation; three years later, courses were registered and the charter
was nmade permanent; in 1964, the college attained regional accredi-
tation; and

WHEREAS, 1In 1998, the Trustees of Roberts Wsleyan Col | ege founded
Nort heastern Senminary on its canpus as a graduate school of theology to
prepare worren and nen for Christian mnistry, both |ay and ordai ned; the
Sem nary endeavors to prepare its students for mnistry in today's
nodern cul ture; and

WHEREAS, For 150 years, Roberts Wsleyan College, through its rich
Christian heritage and dedication to "education for character,” has
equi pped thoughtful, spiritually mature, service-oriented people who
will help transform society, by integrating a Christian worldview and
| earning into everyday life and work; and

WHEREAS, Today, under the visionary gui dance of Dr. Deana L. Porter-
field, Roberts Wsleyan Col | ege stands proud and prom nent, always | ook-

ing to the future and the needs of those it serves; now, therefore, be
it



RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 150th Anniversary of Roberts Wsleyan College, noting
the propriety of its goals, the constancy of its commtnment and the
significance of its acconplishnents in preparing the youth of today and
| eaders of tonorrow, and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Dr. Deana L. Porterfield, Roberts Wsleyan Col | ege.



