LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON comrenorating the 21st Anniversary of the Noe
Poi nt er Foundation on June 23, 2016

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body that organizations
that give positive definition to the profile and disposition of the
communities of the State of New York profoundly strengthen our society
with their comm tnent; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to commenorate the 21st
Anniversary of the Noel Pointer Foundation, to be feted at a Music
Matters Annual Gal a Cel ebration on Thursday, June 23, 2016, at BAMFi sh-
er, Brooklyn, New York; and

WHEREAS, This auspicious occasion wll honor several individuals who
have continuously cast a positive inpact on their comunity and have
di spl ayed an unbridl ed ent husiasmin supporting the Noel Pointer Founda-
tion, including Jonathan Batiste, bandleader for the Stephen Col bert
Late Show, Lisa Yancey, Cultural Consultant; and Al fred Ednonds, Jr.,
Vice President, Black Enterprise; in addition, Phantazia String Players
will entertain the guests; and

WHEREAS, Established in 1995, The Noel Pointer Foundation (NPF) was
founded in nenory of celebrated jazz violinist, educator and humanitari -
an, Noel Pointer; it is the only not-for-profit organization of its kind
represented within the five boroughs of New York G ty; and

WHEREAS, Headquartered in Brooklyn, New York, NPF was built on the
prem se that through the learning of string nusic our youth would be
enpowered, thereby strengthening and creating positive change within
famlies and conmunities; and

VWHEREAS, For over two decades, NPF has strived to enrich our chil-
dren's nusical, cultural and academ c experience by infusing themwth a
positive sense of who they are and a boundl ess sense of who they can
beconme and what they can achieve; it works to enpower our children one
note at a tinme; and

WHEREAS, From its inception, NPF awarded schol arships to aspiring
violinists, enabling themto continue their education in nusic; in 1998,
it realized another distinct need by establishing the Noel Pointer
School of Music (NPSOM to provide notivated children fromeconomcally
di sadvant aged nei ghbor hoods with i ntensive nusical instruction; and

WHEREAS, NPSOMis proud to offer its students an experience in
cultural enrichnent that enhances academ c | earning, social devel oprment
and personal expression; this goal is net by supplenenting instrunental
instruction with nmusic theory, nusic appreciation and rnusic history; and

WHEREAS, NPSOM also believes that it is inperative to give our chil-
dren nultiple opportunities to showase their talents and share intinmate
visits with established perfornmng artists in the genre of string nusic;
and

WHEREAS, Beginning with a single programof only 18 students, NPSOM
has successfully created nusic prograns in 28 New York City public and
charter schools in all five boroughs, serving nore than 30,000 students;
in addition, it offers a sumrer program and has added a Saturday program
whi ch has proved to be quite popular with children in the various conmu-
nities it serves; and

VWHEREAS, The success of NPF is in direct correlation to the efforts of
its 23 teaching artists, two Artistic Directors and five full-tine
staff, whose involvenent 1is, and always has been, characterized by an
i npressive conm tnent, an unbridled enthusiasm and an unconproni sing
standard of excellence in all endeavors on behalf of this vital institu-
tion and the conmunity it serves; and

WHEREAS, Under the |lum nous |eadership of Executive Director/ CEQ
Chinita J. Pointer, NPF continues to positively affect the lives of our



children, maintaining a strong conmtnent to its mssion while bringing
enj oynent through nusic to our children and their famlies, each and
every day; and

WHEREAS, It is nost fitting that we take tine to celebrate the arts of
our Nation, to honor our artists, and to express our appreciation to
everyone who patronizes the arts; and as we celebrate the arts, we cel e-
brate and give thanks to our American freedom the only atnosphere in
which artists can truly create and in which art is truly the expression
of the soul; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that those who
enhance the well-being and vitality of their community and have shown a
| ong and sustained commtnent to excellence certainly have earned the
recogni tion and appl ause of all the citizens of this great Enpire State;
now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 21st Anniversary of the Noel Pointer Foundation on June
23, 2016; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Chinita J. Pointer, Executive Director/CEO the Noel Pointer
Foundat i on.



