LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON comrenorating the 46th Anniversary of Earth Day
on April 22, 2016

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and pay
tribute to those institutions and organi zati ons, governnent and comruni -
ty |eaders dedicating their purposeful work to increasing public aware-
ness of, and appreciation for New York's natural resources, recognizing
the role all citizens have in protecting the environnent and the quality
of life in this Enpire State; and

WHEREAS, Over the 46 years since a former United States Senator from
W sconsin, Gaylord Nelson, called for a nationw de environnmental teach-
in and founded Earth Day on April 22, 1970, mllions of Anericans, year
after year, have conducted peaceful denonstrations calling for environ-
mental reform and

WHEREAS, Earth Day is now observed annually on April 22nd by nore than
500 million people around the globe and national governnents in 175
countries; and

WHEREAS, In the nore than four decades which have passed since the
first Earth Day, the ongoing burdens of population growth, pollution,
extrene weat her and so many ot her environnmental challenges and crises
have remai ned high anong the nost critical issues confronting our State,
our Nation and all nations; and

WHEREAS, As the conmtnent of increasing nunbers of Anerican citizens
and people around the world have been raised to unprecedented | evels, an
ener gi ng and ever-devel opi ng national and international consciousness in
activism advocacy, education, government and industry has spread across
the gl obe and resulted in the passage of sweeping new laws to protect
our air, our land, our water, our wildlife and all of the planet's
endangered, finite and vastly overburdened resources; and

WHEREAS, Sustaining the quality and the productivity of our natura
envi ronnent, through a balanced, diligent, fair and serious sense of
st ewar dshi p and conservation, is the foundation of a healthy society and
a robust econony best achieved through a far-reaching, diverse network
of decision makers working in unison for common goals and a common good
to enhance, preserve and protect the natural resources, environnental
beauty and the ethics of conservation which have | ong defined our State;
and

WHEREAS, A deep-rooted knowl edge of ways to live in harnony with our
envi ronnent, and the nethods and technologies to acconplish this end,
already exists in the countless policies and prograns which New York
State has enacted in defense of our pristine natural resources and to
secure the well-being of communities sustained by agriculture, founded
near by clean waters and, nore recently, advanced by a novenent that
pronotes reliance on renewabl e energy resources and recycling; and

WHEREAS, Earth Day is highlighted by the inclusion of a fully funded
$300-m I lion Environnmental Protection Fund (EPF), sonething many conser-
vati on advocates have been fighting for and working on for a nunber of
years, and that they are hailing as a great victory, as they should; and

VWHEREAS, $22 M Ilion was allocated to the EPF s new Cinmate Mtigation
and Adaption category to support New York's conprehensive climte strat-
egi es; and

WHEREAS, Sone of the progranms funded will be the Minicipal Cdean Vehi-
cle Rebate Program the Cinate Resilient Farns Program State Vul ner-
ability Assessnent, Smart Gowh State Assistance Paynents, and the
Greenhouse Gas Eni ssions Beyond the Power System these prograns wl |
enabl e the New York State governnent to continue to |lead by exanple and
protect New Yorkers and the environnent; and

WHEREAS, Local conmunities can do nmuch to reverse environnental degra-



dation and contribute to building a healthy society by pronoting energy
conservation, sustainable |and use policies, and public transit; and

VWHEREAS, There are sound cultural, econom c and environnental reasons
for local governments to initiate energy efficiency and renewabl e energy
practices; and

WHEREAS, The environnmental realities of our tine require citizens in
every comunity, of every age and fromall walks of life, to nake a
dramatic shift in our relationship to the earth; and

WHEREAS, April 22, 2016, marks the 46th Anniversary of Earth Day, a
day set aside to celebrate the beauty and bounty of our environnment and
to renew and revitalize local, state, national and international efforts
to protect and maintain respect for the environnment and all resources;
and

WHEREAS, Earth Day 2016 activities and events will educate all citi-
zens on the inmportance of acting in an environmentally sensitive fashion
by recycling, conserving energy and water, using efficient transporta-
tion, and adopting nore ecologically sound |ifestyles; and

WHEREAS, The overriding mssion of Earth Day 2016 is not to plan only
one day of events and activities, but to continue worldwi de action to
protect all aspects of the environment; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 46th Anniversary of Earth Day on April 22, 2016; and be
it further

RESCLVED, That all New Yorkers, in every conmunity, will be recomit -
ted to undertaki ng prograns and projects enhancing our state's natura
environnment; and be it further

RESCLVED, That New York State hereby encourages our residents, busi-
nesses, schools and other institutions to use Earth Day to cel ebrate the
pl anet and commt to building sustainable societies; and be it further

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body congratulate all the concerned
citizens of New York State who have enbraced the responsible work of
protecting and preserving the environnment for future generations.



