LEG SLATI VE RESCLUTI ON honoring Dana McDonough upon the occasion of her
desi gnation as the 2016 New York State Teacher of the Year

WHEREAS, New York State's conmtnent to education is wunparalleled; its
hi story and stature are secured by the superlative caliber of its educa-
tional professionals and the students they inspire; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to acknow edge the
significant mlestones in the distinguished careers of those outstanding
educati onal |eaders whose dedi cati on and achi evenents have been instru-
mental in developing character and academ c excellence in the young
peopl e of New York State; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |[|ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Dana
McDonough upon the occasion of her designation as the 2016 New York
State Teacher of the Year by the New York State Education Departnent;
and

WHEREAS, Dana MDonough, the 46th New York State Teacher of the Year
has been teaching first or second grade in the Newburgh Enlarged City
School District for her entire career of 22 years; she currently teaches
second graders at Fostertown ETC Magnet School; and

WHEREAS, A true asset to her students, Dana MDonough encourages chil -
dren to recognize and take ownership of their own path of learning in
and out of the classroom she works with the whole community around a
child, realizing that |earning does not begin and end in the classroom
she gives her students the tools they need to be lifelong | earners; and

WHEREAS, Dana McDonough, a native of Newburgh, New York, was educated
in the city's public schools; she is a graduate of Munt Saint Mary
Col | ege, al so in Newburgh, where she earned a Bachel or of Arts degree in
Education (N-6), and a Master of Science degree in Education wth a
Readi ng Speci ali zation; and

WHEREAS, In addition, she holds a pernanent New York State Certif-
ication in Elenentary (N-6) Education; and

WHEREAS, Dana McDonough is the recipient of countless awards and acco-
| ades, including the Dean's Award for Excellence for Teacher of the
Hudson Valley; she has also twice received the Teaching the Hudson
Val | ey Explore Award and has been published in the National Education
Associ ation's NEA TODAY nmgazi ne; and

WHEREAS, A chil d-centered professional who val ues teaching and | earn-
i ng above all, Dana McDonough is an educator who readily shares her
knowl edge and experience with her coll eagues; and

WHEREAS, Dana McDonough's commtnent to famly invol venent is evident
in all that she does as an educator; in addition to neeting wth the
famlies of each of her incom ng students, she has created prograns to
provide tools for parents, enabling themto better support their chil-
dren through the curriculum and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, Dana MDonough emails parents weekly wth
updat es about | essons and activities to nurture that essential partner-
shi p; and

WHEREAS, W th her throughout have been her husband, Emmett, and their
two daughters, all of whomfeel privileged to be a part of her |ife and
rejoice in her achievenents; and

WHEREAS, Educators |ike Dana McDonough provide a trenmendous service to
the future of our State and Nation, inspiring generations of young
people in their educational journeys and ensuring their success in their
future years; and

WHEREAS, Dana McDonough has clearly had an enduring inpact on the
yout h of the Newburgh Enlarged City School District and the comunity at

| arge, and accordingly nmerits recognition and appl ause for nmany inpres-



sive years of dedication to others; and
WHEREAS, It is the practice of this Legislative Body to conmend the
efforts of those individuals who work to support our proud tradition of

public education by providing their skills and talents to our schools;
now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Dana MDonough wupon the occasion of her designation as the 2016
New York State Teacher of the Year; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Dana McDonough.



