LEG SLATIVE RESOLUTION nenorializing Governor Andrew M Cuonp to
procl ai m Sept enber 4, 2016, as Mdther Teresa Day in the State of New
Yor k

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recogni ze and honor
extraordi nary individuals whose |ifework, spiritual |eadership and guid-
ance served to enhance the quality of |ife for others; and

WHEREAS, Mother Teresa was one such individual; truly the nodel of
conpassi on and charity, she served the needs of the sick and the poorest
of the poor; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to nenorialize Governor
Andrew M Cuonop to proclai m Septenber 4, 2016, as Mdther Teresa Day in
the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Mother Teresa will be declared a Saint on Septenber 4, 2016,
at a canoni zation cerenony to be conducted at the Vatican in Rone,
Italy; and

WHEREAS, Born on August 26, 1910, in Skopje, now capital of the Repub-
lic of Macedonia, to Al banians, N kolle and Dranafil e Bojaxhiu, Mother
Teresa was baptized as Gonxha Agnes; and

WHEREAS, At the age of 18, she noved to Ireland and joined the Sisters
of Loreto at Loreto Abbey in Rathfarnham Ireland; and

WHEREAS, She left for India in the year 1929, and started her noviti-
ate at a convent in Darjeeling, India; it was there she | earned Bengal i
one of the main spoken | anguages i n Kol kata, and began teaching at St.
Teresa's School ; and

WHEREAS, On May 24, 1931, Mt her Teresa took her first religious vows
and adopted the nane Sister Mary Teresa; it was while serving as a
teacher at the Loreto Convent School in Entally, Kolkata, that she
started focusing her attention on the poverty surrounding her in the
state; and

WHEREAS, |n 1948, Mther Teresa started her m ssionary work wth the
poor; it was then she replaced her traditional Loreto habit with the
I coni ¢ blue-bordered cotton sari; and

WHEREAS, |n 2015, Pope Francis announced that the Church would be
declaring Mother Teresa as a Saint after the Church recognized a second
mracle attributed to Mother; a man fromBrazil who was afflicted wth
multiple brain tunors got healed after praying to Mother Teresa; the
first mracle was that of a 30-year ol d Kol kata wonan getting heal ed of
her stomach tunor after praying to the Mother Teresa; both the mracles
occurred after her death; and

WHEREAS, In both cases, no scientific healing explanations could be
found by the Vatican conmittee; it was Pope John Paul |1 who approved
the first mracle and paved the Mdther's path to Sai nt hood; and

WHEREAS, Mbt her Teresa founded the Mssionaries of Charity, a Roman
Catholic religious congregation, which in 2012, consisted of over 4,500
sisters and was active in 133 countries; and

VWHEREAS, Sister Christi, a senior sister at the Mssionaries of Chari-
ty, believes that the canonization of Mther Teresa would help to spread
Mot her Teresa's vital nessage 'to serve the poor'; and

WHEREAS, The recipient of countless awards and accolades, in 1979
Mot her Teresa received a Nobel Peace Prize for her mssionary work in
serving the needs of the sick and the poorest of the poor; in addition,
on August 28, 2010, to conmenorate the 100th anniversary of her birth,
t he governnment of India issued a special 5 Rupee coin, being the sum she
first arrived with in India; President Pratibha Patil said of Mther
Teresa, "Clad in a white sari with a blue border, she and the sisters of
M ssionaries of Charity becane a synbol of hope to many including the

aged, the destitute, the unenployed, the diseased, the termnally ill,



and those abandoned by their famlies"; and
WHEREAS, Mbt her Teresa died on Septenber 5, 1997, at the age of 87, in

Cal cutta, West Bengal, India; the selflessness she denonstrated through-
out her life, and the intensity of her efforts to help others are
evi dence that she truly made a difference in the world and wll long be

remenbered; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menori al i ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclai m Septenber 4, 2016, as
Mot her Teresa Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-

smitted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuonpb, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



