LEG SLATI VE RESCLUTI ON comendi ng Sister Mary Cel este O Bryan upon the
occasion of her retirement after 33 years of distinguished service to
the South Buffal o Comrunity Table

WHEREAS, From tinme to tine this Legislative Body takes note of certain
extraordinary individuals it wshes to recognize for their valued
contributions to the success and progress of society and publicly
acknow edge their endeavors whi ch have enhanced the basic humanity anong
us all; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to conmend Sister Mary
Celeste O Bryan upon the occasion of her retirement after 33 years of
di sti ngui shed service to the South Buffalo Community Table; and

WHEREAS, For over three decades, the South Buffal o Community Tabl e has
been providing food and fellowship to the hungry and Iless fortunate
menbers of its conmunity; the only soup kitchen located in South
Buf fal o, the organi zati on serves dinner to hungry people seven days a
week; and

WHEREAS, As a Sister of Mercy, Sister Mary Cel este O Bryan has been
m nistering to thousands of people for 65 years, all of whom have been
touched by her care, concern and conpassionate spirit; and

WHEREAS, Mary Cel este O Bryan and her 11 brothers and sisters grew up
in Louisville, Kentucky, and then Janmestown, New York, with her |oving
parents Paul and Mary Bernadette O Bryan; the spiritual famly attended
daily Mass and prayed together every evening; and

WHEREAS, As a child, Mary Cel este O Bryan | earned about responsibility
and the give-and-take that cones with being a nenber of a large famly;
and

WHEREAS, After entering the Sisters of Mercy in Septenber of 1950
Sister Mary Cel este O Bryan earned her Bachelor's degree in Education
from Medaille College and her Master's degree in Education from Buffalo
State Col |l ege; and

WHEREAS, Sister Mary Celeste O Bryan furthered her education by taking
addi tional classes at Canisius College, St. Bonaventure University and
Christ the King Seninary; and

WHEREAS, For the next 30 years, Sister Miry Celeste O Bryan was
enpl oyed in a nunber of South Buffalo, New York, schools as well as
educational institutions in Holley, Mndanao, Philippines, Janestown,
Ni agara Falls, O ean, Wst Seneca, Ovchard Park and Wllsville, New
Yor k; and

WHEREAS, During a sabbatical, Sister Mary Cel este O Bryan vol unt eered
her time and energies at the St. Vincent De Paul Soup Kitchen on Miin
Street in Buffalo; at the sanme tine, she was asked to represent the
Sisters of Mercy at the South Buffalo Ecunenical Association neetings
and discovered that the organization was exploring the possibility of
starting a South Buffalo Soup Kitchen; and

WHEREAS, In June of 1983, Sister Mary Celeste O Bryan accepted the
esteened rank of Director of the South Buffalo Conmunity Table, present-
ly located at the Good Shepherd Baptist Church; after 33 years of dedi-
cated service, she will officially retire fromthis position in 2016;
and

WHEREAS, Under her |um nous |eadership, the South Buffalo Conmunity
Tabl e, has grown to be one of South Buffalo's flagship organizations,
serving nearly 20,000 neals every year to the honel ess and needy in the
area; and

WHEREAS, For 65 years, Sister Mary Cel este O Bryan has left an indeli-
ble inpact on all those she serves, helping to make South Buffalo and

all of Western New York an even ki nder and nore wel com ng place to cal
hone; and



WHEREAS, For her steadfast and wunremtting commtnent to South
Buffalo, Sister Mary Celeste O Bryan was the recipient of the Wman of
Di stinction Award; and

WHEREAS, Rare indeed is the inpressive dedication shown by an individ-
ual for the benefit of others which Sister Mary Cel este O Bryan has
di spl ayed t hroughout her |ife; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that those who
enhance the well-being and vitality of their community and have shown a
| ong and sustained commtnent to excellence certainly have earned the
recogni tion and appl ause of all the citizens of this great Enpire State;
now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Sister Mary Cel este O Bryan upon the occasion of her retirenment
after 33 years of distinguished service to the South Buffalo Community
Table, and to wi sh her continued success in all of her future endeavors;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Sister Mary Cel este O Bryan



