LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON congratul ating Irene Kellish upon the occasi on of
cel ebrating her 100th Birthday

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize those
i ndi vi dual s whose |ives have been filled with many renarkable experi-
ences and shared with many individuals who | ove and respect them and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to congratu-
|ate Irene Kellish upon the occasion of her 100th Birthday; to celebrate
this mlestone, a centennial birthday party will be held in her honor
hosted by her famly at the Ponpey Rod and Gun Club on June 18, 2016,
featuring live pol ka nmusic and other great entertai nnent; and

WHEREAS, Irene was born on June 12, 1916, in the Cty of Syracuse, to
I gnatius and Sarafinka Lel akowski; and

WHEREAS, Growing up in Syracuse, Irene peddled newspapers wth her
brot her, Theodore Lel akowski, and sister, Genevive Lel akowski Del ci oppo,
in their neighborhood al ong West Genesee Street, which was then known as
" Aut onobi | e Row'; and

WHEREAS, Irene was educated by the nuns at the School at Sacred Heart
Church in Syracuse, known today as the Basilica of the Sacred Heart; and

WHEREAS, Irene net the love of her life at her 16th birthday party in
June of 1932, when John Kellish was selected to play the fiddle in the
band at her party; and

VWHEREAS, On June 26, 1937, Irene and John Kellish were nmarried at
| mmacul ate Conception Church in Ponpey, New York; together, they raised
t heir outstandi ng son, Thonas; and

WHEREAS, Irene Kellish was enpl oyed as a sewi ng nachi ne factory worker
at Brown Lipe Chapin on Geddes Street until 1943; she was known as one
of the original "Rosie the Riveters" in charge of the rivet headlight
trimon the headlights for General Mtors vehicles; and

VWHEREAS, I n 1943, Irene Kellish went to work at New Process Gear unti
she retired 32 years | ater on Decenber 31, 1975; and

WHEREAS, According to those she trained at New Process Cear, Irene
Kellish was a dedicated enployee; she always carried a notebook which
was filled with calculations to nake sure the machine was running at
full capacity; and

WHEREAS, During her time on the line at New Process Cear, Irene Kell-
ish was involved in a nachinery accident which resulted in the |oss of
her left pinky finger, but, due to her dedication, and strong work
ethic, she returned to work the foll ow ng day; and

WHEREAS, Throughout her full and interesting life, Irene Kellish
always tried to stay involved in church functions, especially community
pi cni cs; she al so becane involved in the Fabius-Ponpey Senior Citizens
Cl ub and hel ped raise funds for trips; and

WHEREAS, Irene Kellish has remained ready to give a hand for any
community project to benefit neighbors and groups; throughout the vyears
she has becone known as the "Cookie Lady" for the thousands of pounds of
cooki es she has nade and sold for all occasions; and

WHEREAS, Irene Kellish has stayed physically active throughout her
long life by cooking, gardening, and working on her famly's farm this
remar kable woman still nowed her awn well into her late 80s; the only
thing she wanted for her 80th birthday was a 5 horsepower |awn nower;
and

WHEREAS, For the past 100 years, Irene Kellish has wi tnessed countl ess
events, innovations and achievenents in this country, while personally
contributing to the excellence of this Enpire State and enriching the
lives of so many peopl e around her; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to



honor and salute Irene Kellish upon the occasion of celebrating her
100t h Birthday; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Irene Kellish.



