LEG SLATI VE RESCLUTION comending the Brooklyn Arts Council upon the
occasion of celebrating its 50th Anniversary and paying tribute to this
year's honorees on May 3, 2016

WHEREAS, It is the intent of this Legislative Body to conmenorate those
events of historical significance which add strength, vigor and inspira-
tion to the cultural diversity and quality of life in the comunities of
the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |[|ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to conmend
the Brooklyn Arts Council upon the occasion of <celebrating its 50th
Anniversary at a Alive with Art Gala on Tuesday, May 3, 2016, at 26
Bri dge, Brooklyn, New York; and

WHEREAS, |n addition, Suzan-Lori Parks and Ben Lovett will be recog-
nized for their lasting contributions to arts, culture and education for
the local community; and

WHEREAS, For five decades, Brooklyn Arts Council (BAC) has fostered
the cultural |ife of Brooklyn; founded in 1966, in the basenent of Flat-
bush resident Charlene Victor, BACs first event was a small film
festival held that sane year in Prospect Park; and

WHEREAS, Today BAC offers the residents of Brooklyn a wealth of arts
progranmm ng and support services in education, professional devel opnent,
gr ant - maki ng, fiscal sponsor shi p, film and nedia arts and
folk/traditional arts; and

WHEREAS, A graduate of Munt Hol yoke Col | ege, Suzan-Lori Parks was a
resident at New Dramatists, a non-profit organizati on which gives play-
wights tinme and space, in the conpany of gifted peers, to create work,
realize their artistic potential, and nake lasting contributions to the
t heatre; and

WHEREAS, Naned one of TIME magazine's "100 Innovators for the Next New
Wave," Suzan-Lori Parks becane the first African Anerican wonan to
receive the Pulitzer Prize in Drama  for her Br oadway hi t
"Topdog/ Under dog"; and

WHEREAS, A MacArthur "Genius" Award recipient, Suzan-Lori Parks was
awar ded grants by the National Endownent for the Arts, the Rockefeller
Foundati on, the Ford Foundation, the New York State Council on the Arts
and the New York Foundation for the Arts; and

WHEREAS, |In addition, this remarkable woman is the recipient of a
Lila-Wal l ace Reader's Digest Anard, a 1996 Cal Arts/ Al pert Award in the
Arts (Drama), and a Guggenhei m Foundati on Grant; and

WHEREAS, Suzan-Lori Parks' outstanding book adaptation of t he
Gershwin's "Porgy and Bess" hel ped the show earn the 2012 Tony Award for
Best Revival; 1in 2007, her play, "365 Plays/365 Days" was produced in
over 700 theaters worldw de, creating one of the [|argest grassroots
col | aborations in theater history; and

VWHEREAS, |In addition, this talented author has witten several screen-
pl ays, and was the author of the 2003 novel, GETTING MOTHER S BODY; she
al so acted in a fictional-docunentary "...Plus One" which premered at
the Cannes Film Festival in 2009; and

WHEREAS, Suzan-Lori Parks' projects include her Ray Charl es nusical,
"Unchain My Heart," scheduled to preniere on Broadway, and she's working
on a new nusical, the next installnents of Father Conmes Honme, and a
project for television; and

WHEREAS, A talented nusician, Ben Lovett conposed the mnmusic for "The
Signal", an Independent Spirit Award nom nee and enduring cult favorite
whi ch was showcased at the Sundance Film Festival; and

WHEREAS, Ben Lovett then went on to wite and performoriginal scores
for a wide range of theatrically-released feature filnms which include



"Black Rock", a Sundance hit witten starring Kate Bosworth and Lake
Bel| produced by the Duplass Brothers; the critical favorite and
Got hamr Award nonminee "Sun Don't Shine" fromdirector Any Seinetz; Dan
Fogl er's psychedelic cult conedy "Don Peyote"; and the action thriller
"I solation" starring Stephen Lang, Dominic Purcell, and Tricia Helfer;
and

WHEREAS, A prolific filmconposer, Ben Lovett's |um nous career began
with the film "Last Goodbye" starring Faye Dunaway and the |ate David
Carradine, a filmthat debuted to praise at the Tribeca FilmFestival in
2005, and "The Last Lullaby", a noir-drama starring Tom Si zenore, which
captured the Award for Best Original Score at the 2009 Brooklyn Interna-
tional Film Festival; and

WHEREAS, Ben Lovett was awarded Best Original Score for the short film
"Ghost O dAd Hi ghways" at the Madrid International and the Charlotte
Film Festivals and received wi despread praise for his work on the recent
science fiction dramas, "Synchronicity”" and "The Reconstruction O
WIlliam Zero"; and

WHEREAS, A nman of many talents, his work seenms to cross every genre
while remaining distinctly nodern and wuntraditional; in addition to
witing scores, Ben Lovett has conposed conplete works for nmultiple
television filnms such as MIV's "My Super Psycho Sweet Sixteen" trilogy,
and underscored nusic for various network prograns |ike Cartoon
Network's "Toonam " and "Adult Swinm'; as well as custom branding nmusic
for clients ranging fromVHL to H&Mto Di sney; and

WHEREAS, A true nusical genius, Ben Lovett has been the recipient of
mul ti pl e awards and worl dwi de recognition for nunerous collaborative
nmusi cal and vi sual projects; and

WHEREAS, It is nost fitting that we take tine to celebrate the arts of
our Nation, to honor artists, such as Suzan-Lori Parks and Ben Lovett,
and to express our appreciation to everyone who patroni zes the arts; and
as we celebrate the arts, we celebrate and give thanks to our Anerican
freedom the only atnosphere in which artists can truly create and in
which art is truly the expression of the soul; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend the Brooklyn Arts Council upon the occasion of celebrating its
50th Anniversary and paying tribute to this year's honorees on My 3,
2016; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Suzan-Lori Parks, Ben Lovett, and Charlotte Cohen, Executive
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Director, Brooklyn Arts Council.



