LEG SLATI VE RESCOLUTI ON, conmmendi ng the Buffal o Sol di ers Associ ati on of
West Point, New York, upon the occasion of hosting its An Evening To
Remenber Black Tie Gal a

WHEREAS, It is the custom of this Legislative Body to conmenorate
significant events which represent turning points in our unique history
and which are indelibly etched in the saga of our great Nation; and

WHEREAS, It is also the intent of this Legislative Body to honor those
African American nenbers of our mlitary who have served in tines of
active conflict, as well as those who have served in tinmes of peace; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to commend the Buffalo
Sol di ers Associ ation of West Point, New York, upon the occasion of host-
ing its An Evening To Renenber Black Tie Gala in support of the erection
of a monunent to nenorialize the brave Buffalo Sol diers who served at
West Point, to be celebrated on Saturday, March 19, 2016, at the Crowne
Pl aza Hotel in Suffern, New York; and

WHEREAS, The Buffal o Sol di ers Associ ation of West Point is a nonprofit
organi zation which strives to acknow edge, honor, pronote, and preserve
the history and contributions of Buffalo Soldiers and other African
Anerican personnel who have served in the military of the United States
of Anerica; and

WHEREAS, Throughout the era of the Indian Wars, approximtely 20
percent of the United States Arnmy Cavalry troopers were Bl ack; these
sol diers fought in over 177 engagenents, and their combat prowess, brav-
ery, tenaciousness, and appearance on the battlefield, inspired the
Native Americans to call them "Buffal o Soldiers"; and

WHEREAS, The Buffalo Soldiers of the United States Arny were conpri sed
of fornmer slaves, freenen and Black G vil War veterans; they were the
first African Anerican units to serve during peacetine, and were respon-
sible for escorting settlers, cattle herds, and railroad crews on their
journeys across the Western United States; and

WHEREAS, During Anerica's western expansion, Buffalo Soldiers were
tasked with the duties of enforcenent and protection of settlers, which
led to various encounters with Native Americans tribes; their honorable
and heroic actions in diplonacy and battle earned themrespect from the
Native Anmericans, as well as their unique noni ker; and

WHEREAS, After the conpletion of the era of Wstern Expansion, Buffalo
Sol di ers had been awarded at | east 18 Medal s of Honor; they also contin-
ued to boldly serve in nunerous future mlitary canpaigns, including the
Spani sh American War, Philippine Insurrection, Mexican Expedition, Wrld
War |1, Wrld War 11, and the Korean Police Action; and

WHEREAS, In 1962, Jackie Gaines and Al pheus Jones, retired nenbers of
the 9th and 10th Cavalry Regi ment Buffal o Soldiers at West Point, began
to host annual nenorial events to honor the |legacy of the Buffalo
Sol diers and to celebrate the contributions of African American veterans
in the Hudson Vall ey Region of New York State; and

WHEREAS, Over the years, these annual events nenorializing the 9th and
10th Cavalry Reginents Buffal o Sol diers of Wst Point grewin size and
becanme a popul ar cel ebration of history within the conmunity; and

WHEREAS, In 1973, Col onel Floyd McAfee placed a "Menorial Rock" at the
intersection of Thayer Road and MIIls Road as a marker for the Bl ack
Horse Cavalry Detachnents which served at West Point from 1907 to 1946;
this marker hel ped bring greater public recognition, and highlighted the
uni que contributions of the 9th and 10th Buffal o Sol di ers Regi nents of
West Point; and

WHEREAS, Since the 1990s, the color guard fromthe United States MIi -
tary Acadeny Mlitary Police Conpany together wth buglers from the

school's band have provided support for the Buffal o Sol diers' Menoria



Servi ce and Reuni on, which concludes with a 21-gun salute; and

VWHEREAS, Established in 2008, the Buffal o Soldiers Association of West
Point was founded by Retired Staff Sergeant Sanders H. Matthews, a
former West Point Buffalo Soldier, wth a vision of expanding the
Buffalo Soldiers Menorial event, increasing educational progranms, and
enhanci ng the awareness of the contributions and experiences of soldiers
and veterans in the Hudson Valley region; and

WHEREAS, |In 2010, the last living commander of the 9th and 10th Caval -
ry Reginents of the Buffalo Soldiers at West Point, Thonas John Nazzar o,
establ i shed an educational scholarship at Norwich University which is
awar ded annually to Iineal descendants of the units' veterans; and

VWHEREAS, In addition, nenbers of the National Association of Buffalo
Sol di ers and Troopers Mdtorcycle Cdub, Northeast Frontier, began to
attend the Buffalo Soldiers weath [laying cerenony at the "Menoria
Rock"™ in 2011, and a | ocal chapter at Wst Point was created two years
| ater; and

VWHEREAS, Moreover, President Barack Obama visited Buffalo Sol diers
Lewis Coffield and Sanders H. Matthews Sr. in 2014, at Stewart Air
Nat i onal Guard Base in Newburgh, New York; and

WHEREAS, Today, the Buffal o Sol di ers Association of Wst Point contin-
ues to host annual conmenorative events in order to educate the public,
honor and celebrate our Nation's mlitary personnel, and create initi-
atives which preserve the | egacy of the Buffal o Soldiers; and

WHEREAS, Much has changed since the days of the Buffal o Sol diers,
including the integration of all mlitary servicenen and wonen, but the
story of these remarkable units continue to be one of unsurpassed cour-
age and patriotism and will forever remain a significant part of the
hi story of our nation; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that those organiza-
tions which give positive definition to the distinguished history and
i ndom table spirit of the coormunities of the State of New York, do so
prof oundly strengthen our shared comritnent to the exercise of freedom
now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
coormend the Buffalo Soldiers Association of Wst Point, New York, upon
the occasion of hosting its An Evening To Renenber Black Tie Gla; and
be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to the Buffalo Sol diers Association of Wst Point.
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