LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON cel ebrating the |ife and acconplishments of Voice
of the Buffalo Bills Van M| er

WHEREAS, It is the sense of +this Legislative Body to acknow edge
out st andi ng sports announcers who di stinguish thenselves through their
exceptional performance, attaining unprecedented success and the hi ghest
| evel of personal achievenent; and

WHEREAS, It is with great sorrow and deep regret that this Legislative
Body records the passing of Van MIler, noting the significance of his
pur poseful |ife and acconplishnments; and

WHEREAS, Van M| ler, Voice of the Buffalo Bills and television sports
anchor, died on Friday, July 17, 2015, in the Town of Tonawanda, New
York, at the age of 87; and

WHEREAS, Van MIller will be renenbered as the nost versatile play-by-
play man in Buffal o sports history, delivering unforgettable calls which
becanme part of Western New York's sports history; and

WHEREAS, Born in Buffalo, New York's MIllard Fillnore Hospital in
1927, Van MIller was raised by his nother, Esther, in Dunkirk, New York;
and

WHEREAS, At the young age of 10, Van MI|ler was often found practicing
his future craft in his backyard, pretending to announce University of
Not re Danme football ganes; and

WHEREAS, Van Mller started his illustrious career in 1949, at a
Dunki rk, New York, radio station, WOCB;, a man of many talents, he
covered many different genres such as westling, basketball, norning

shows, farm shows, quiz shows, and nusic shows; and

WHEREAS, After serving in the United States Arny for a short tinme, he
worked a few nore years in Dunkirk and then | anded a job at WHLD-AM i n
Ni agara Falls, New York; and

WHEREAS, Van MIller married his wife, Goria, and together they raised
their two children; he was then hired a few days |later at WBEN radi o and
Channel 4, a position he held until 1998; and

WHEREAS, After Ral ph WIson bought the Buffalo Bills, his first gener-
al manager, Dick Gallagher, decided Van MIler would announce the ganes
after WBEN got the rights; and

WHEREAS, As the Voice of the Buffalo Bills, Van M|l er perhaps becane
best known for a signature call in which he explained "Fandenoniunt
breaking out after games in the Bills' glory days in the 1990s; he is
al so renenbered for advising fans to "fasten your seatbelts" before
every gane and used the expression, "Do you believe?" after big nonents
i n ganes; and

VWHEREAS, An inductee of six Halls of Fame, Van M|l er becane the first
| ocal broadcaster to accept the Pete Rozelle Anard at a Hall of Fane
di nner before an audi ence of 4,000 in Canton, GChio; and

WHEREAS, A natural storyteller, Van MIler's biography, FASTEN YOUR
SEATBELTS: THE VAN M LLER STORY, witten by Rob R Thonpson, had enter-
taining tales to tell about Van's attenpts to imtate fabled broadcaster
Bill Stern as a child, his influence on the early days of the Buffalo
Bills and on | ocal television, and his playful sense of hunor; and

WHEREAS, | n Decenber of 2003, at the age 76, Van MIler proudly called
his last Buffalo Bills ganme; throughout his illustrious tenure, he
announced ganes for 37 seasons; and

WHEREAS, In addition to his invaluable role with the Buffalo Bills,
Van Mller also did play-by-play for Buffalo Braves ganmes in the
Nati onal Basketball Association, and N agara University basket bal
games, as well as University at Buffal o basketball ganmes; and

WHEREAS, Mbreover, Van M| er broadcast Buffal o Bi sons baseball ganes
during the days of the Boswell sisters, who were fictitious fans he



invented to enliven his Bisons broadcasts in his early play-by-play days
via ticker tape; and

WHEREAS, Van Mller is survived by his wife of 62 years, Goria, his
daughter, Cathy, and one son, Van, Jr., as well as three grandchildren;
and

WHEREAS, Arnmed wth a hunmanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassion, Van MIller |eaves behind a | egacy which will |ong endure the
passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting nmenory to all he served
and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
celebrate the |ife and acconplishnments of Voice of the Buffalo Bills Van
MIller; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to the famly of Van Ml er.



