LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON comenorati ng the 75th Anniversary of the Warw ck
Val | ey Choral e

WHEREAS, It is the sense of +this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend those nusical organi zati ons which have brought entertai nment and
cultural enrichment to the citizens of the great State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |[|ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to conmem
orate the 75th Anniversary of the Warwi ck Vall ey Choral e which was cel e-
brated at two holiday concerts at the Goshen Methodist Church and St.
St ephen's Church in Warwi ck, New York, on Decenber 11 and 13, 2015; and

WHEREAS, Orange County's | ongest continually-active singing group, the
Warwi ck Valley Chorale is an outstanding community chorus with nenbers
rangi ng from hi gh school students to senior citizens fromacross O ange
County and nei ghboring New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, Founded on June 18, 1940, the Warwi ck Vall ey Choral e began as
the Warwi ck Summer Choral e; organi zed and directed by Kate Fow er Chase,
it heldits first concert, with 16 wonen participating, on Novenber 28,
1941; and

WHEREAS, The Queen Village G ee Club was forned five years later wth
Reverend John Lennon as Director; this group held its first Christmas
concert, with 20 nmen singing, in Decenber of 1946, followed by a spring
concert in May of 1947; and

WHEREAS, In Decenber of 1948, Reverend Irving Decker of the Warw ck
Ref ormed Church invited the two groups to join for the first Comunity
Christmas Candlelight Service; the groups continued to present their
separate concerts until 1970, when they joined in a single presentation,
each group led by its own director and acconpani st; and

WHEREAS, Finally, in 1979, the two groups united to becone the Warwi ck
Val | ey Choral e; and

WHEREAS, Over the years, the Warwick Valley Chorale has perforned at
nunerous |local events, including high school baccal aureates, the O gan
Dedi cation Service at the Warwi ck Refornmed Church, and the blessing and
dedi cation of the new wing of St. Anthony Community Hospital, as well as
at the Wrld Trade Center Warwick Citizens Menorial Benefit; and

WHEREAS, In addition, the Warwi ck Vall ey Choral e served as Chorus in
Resi dence at the Warwi ck Music Festival for five years; and

WHEREAS, Today, the Warwick Valley Chorale presents free-adm ssion
concerts each May and Decenber in Warw ck, and nei ghboring communities
under the direction of its esteenmed director, Stanley Curtis, and gifted
acconpani st, Gil Johnson; and

VWHEREAS, Thi s esteened nusical chorus has also extended its activities
to other communities by singing back-up to Larry Gatlin and the Gatlin
Brothers at the Paranmount Theater, and performng in concerts at the
United States MIlitary Acadeny at West Point, Carnegie Hall, and at the
Voi ces of Hope concert in Philadel phia, Pennsylvania; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, the Warwick Valley Chorale's nenbers have
performed abroad with the Jonathan Giffith Singers in Czechosl ovaki a,
Spain, Australia and China and with MdAmInternational in Geece and
Austria; and

WHEREAS, The arts, in whatever formdepicted, are <central to human
expression; they are truly a universal |anguage and their contribution
to the devel opnent of friendship and wunderstanding anong all peoples
cannot be overestimated; and

WHEREAS, It is the practice of this Legislative Body that when nusica
societies of such noble ains and acconplishnments are brought to our

attention, they should be recognized by all the citizens of this great
Enpire State; now, therefore, be it



RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 75th Anniversary of the Warwi ck Valley Chorale; and be

it further
RESCLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-

smtted to Director, Stanley Curtis, and Acconpani st, Gil Johnson, the
Warwi ck Val | ey Choral e.



