LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON honoring Holst Hill Land and Cattle, LLC upon the
occasion of receiving the Century Farm Award by the New York State Agri -
cultural Society

WHEREAS, The agricultural industry is part of the foundati on upon which
our distinct Anerican heritage is built; New York State and the entire
United States is dependent on our agricultural industry for a variety of
food products; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to commend the
efforts of our farners as they continue their hard work of cultivating
the land, facing the many chall enges of nature such as flood, drought
and heat, in order to grow our food; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |[|ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Hol st Hi Il Land and Cattle, LLC upon the occasion of receiving the
Century Farm Award fromthe New York State Agricultural Society; and

WHEREAS, The Century Farm Program began in 1937, and honors New York
farms in continuous operation on the sane land by the sane famly for
100 vyears or nore; for nore than a century, Holst H |l Land and Cattle,
LLC, a point of pride for Gswego County's agricultural industry, has
been successfully managed by the Holst famly; and

WHEREAS, The Hol st fam|ly's dedication to raising quality cattle in an
envi ronnental | y-friendly manner which protects | and and water resources,
has earned not only the Century Farm Award, but al so the respect and
gratitude of those beef farners with whomthey work, their custoners,
and their neighbors; and

WHEREAS, Like every Century Farm Award wi nner, Paul and Nona Hol st,
Jr. understand that in agriculture, sustainability neans profitability;
i mpl enenti ng best managenent practices which help |ower production
costs, thereby protecting the environnent and attracting custoners, has
enabl ed themto adapt to the many chal |l enges of an ever-changing farm
econony; the success of Holst H Il Land and Cattle, LLC proves that a
farm can be run cl eaner and greener and remain economcally viable at
the sanme tinme; and

WHEREAS, 102 years ago, Paul's grandfather, Hans Hol st, began the
enterprise as a dairy farm in 1933, the original farmhouse was totally
destroyed when a forest fire swept through the area; the house was
rebuilt and it is where Paul and Nona Hol st, Jr. live today; and

WHEREAS, At the young age of nine, Paul Holst, Jr. started to work on
the farm during his first year, his sisters hitched up the horse team
for him (because he wasn't tall enough yet), and he took the teamout to
the field to cultivate; and

WHEREAS, In 1969, Holst HilIl Land and Cattle, LLC was passed on to
Paul Holst, Sr. and three years |ater, he passed it down to Paul Hol st,
Jr.; today, Paul Holst, Jr. continues to own and nmanage the operation,
with his wife Nona handling the bookkeepi ng and fi nances; and

WHEREAS, In addition, the Holsts were assisted in the majority of the
farmactivities by son-in-law, Chuck G lkey until his wuntinely passing
in February of 2015; in the future, their daughter Toni, and granddaugh-
ters Moriah and Christa, plan to carry on the famly tradition; and

WHEREAS, 1In 1980, Paul Holst, Jr. switched fromthe dairy business to
t he beef business; currently, the farmraises a cross-bred herd of Char-
ol ai se and Angus beef cattle; they also own approxinmately 120 acres of
| and and rent an additional 100 acres of hay |and; and

WHEREAS, Under the abl e | eadership of Paul and Nona Hol st, Jr., Hol st
H |1l Land and Cattle, LLC adheres to the dobal Aninal Partnership
5-Step Animal Welfare Rating Standard for Beef Cattle; the goal of the

programis inproving the welfare of animals in agriculture, pronoting



and facilitating continuous inprovenent, and better inform ng consuners
about the production systens they choose to support; and

WHEREAS, Since the farm is in the Oneida Lake Watershed, properly
controlling clean water, polluted runoff, and organic waste is signif-
icant to protecting the water quality of the |ake; since 2007, Paul
Hol st, Jr. has diligently worked with the Oswego County Soil and Water
Conservation District Manager and District Agricultural Environmental
Managenent Programto address drainage concerns and conplete severa
phases of the AEM process; and

WHEREAS, 1In 2012, a New York State Round 17 Agricul tural Nonpoi nt
Source Pollution and Abatenment Control Program Grant and a Geat Lakes
Restoration Initiative Gant were utilized to install several agricul-
tural Best Managenent Practices (BMPs) on the farm and

WHEREAS, Dedicated to the farm ng industry, Paul Holst, Jr. holds the
position of President of the Gswego County Beef Producers Associ ation,
and is a vital menber of New York Beef Producers Association, GOswego
County Farm Bureau, and the Oneida Lake Association; in the past, he
served as a Councilman for the Town of Constantia; and

WHEREAS, The Hol st fami |y has served as dedicated advocates for the
farmng industry that has been the nminstay of their famly for gener-

ations; their involvenent within the community, as well as their beef
cattle enterprise, tells a story of stam na, caring attitude, and fam -
ly, which will carry themlong into the future; and

WHEREAS, Through their diligence and expertise, the Holst fanmly has
brought pride and recognition to their farm the |l ocal community, and
the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, It is with great pleasure that this Legislative Body acknow -
edges the success of this exceptional famly farmand its contributions
to the local and State economes, fully confident that it will continue
to enjoy the sparkling successes it has experienced thus far; now,
therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Holst Hill Land and Cattle, LLC, upon the occasion of receiving
the Century Farm Award by the New York State Agricultural Society; and
be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Paul and Nona Holst, Jr., Oawners, Holst Hi Il Land and Cattle,
LLC



