LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON commendi ng Barry Sparks, Jr. for over 50 years of
dedi cated service to his conmunity

WHEREAS, From tinme to tine this Legislative Body takes note of certain
extraordinary individuals it wshes to recognize for their valued
contributions to the success and progress of society and publicly
acknow edge their endeavors whi ch have enhanced the basic humanity anong
us all; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |[|ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is proud to comrend Barry
Sparks, Jr. for over 50 years of dedicated service to his comunity,
celebrated at a Special Recognition Cerenony on October 30, 2015 in
Al bany, New York; and

WHEREAS, |n 1950, at the young age of 19, Barry Sparks, Jr. worked as
a presser in M. Cannon's Dry O eaning shop; realizing he enbodi ed an
entrepreneurial spirit, he bought the business in 1952; and

WHEREAS, Throughout the years, Barry Sparks, Jr. endured nmany hard-
shi ps, but was always able to think of the bigger picture and found ways
to maxim ze his investnents; and

WHEREAS, Barry Sparks, Jr.'s ©Dry Ceaners and other stores, were a
true asset to the City of Al bany, not only providing service to the
community, but al so enpl oynment opportunities; and

WHEREAS, In the 1980s, Barry Sparks, Jr. nmanaged eight different dry
cl eaners and was one of the few businesses to have equipment on his
prem ses which could do the work other conpanies were unable to
conpl ete; and

WHEREAS, Dedicated to the conmunity in which he worked and Ilived,
Barry Sparks, Jr. was a nenber of many nei ghborhood organi zati ons
i ncludi ng The Bl ack New Breeds, the Wiitney M Young Medical Center, the
Nat i onal C eaners Associ ation, the Hudson River M ssionary Baptist Asso-
ciation, the Al bany County Regional Chanber of Commerce, the Capital
Di strict Business and Professional Association, the State Associ ation of
Busi ness/ Ment or Program Urban League, NAACP, and the Masons, as well as
the Shriners; and

WHEREAS, Currently, Barry Sparks, Jr. is retired fromthe dry cl eaning
i ndustry; he enjoys serving as Chairman of the Deacon Board at Bet hany
Bapti st Church, spending time with his wife of 61 vyears, Edna, and
visiting with his children; and

WHEREAS, Rare indeed is the inpressive dedication shown by an individ-
ual for the benefit of others which Barry Sparks, Jr. has displayed
t hroughout his |ife; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when individ-
uals of such noble ains and acconplishnments are brought to our atten-
tion, they should be cel ebrated and recogni zed by all the citizens of
this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Barry Sparks, Jr. for over 50 years of dedicated service to his
community; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Barry Sparks, Jr.



