LEG SLATIVE RESOLUTION nenorializing Governor Andrew M Cuonp to
procl ai mJanuary 31, 2016, as Onphal ocel e Awareness Day in the State of
New York, in conjunction wth the observance of National Orphal ocel e
Awar eness Day

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize officia
days that are set aside to increase awareness of serious health issues
that affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |ong-
standing traditions, it is the sense of this Legislative Body to nenori -
alize Governor Andrew M Cuono to procl ai mJanuary 31, 2016, as QOrphal o-
cele Anareness Day in the State of New York, in conjunction wth the
observance of National Onphal ocele Awareness Day as part of the Birth
Def ects Preventi on Mnth; and

WHEREAS, An onphal ocele is a birth defect that occurs early in preg-
nancy in which the abdom nal wall does not close properly and sonme or
nost of the abdom nal organs protrude on the outside of the fetus' body
t hrough the unbilical cord; and

WHEREAS, It is estimated that a small onphal ocel e occurs in about 1
out of every 5,000 pregnancies and a |large or giant onphal ocele occurs
in about 1 out of every 10,000 pregnancies; and

WHEREAS, An onphalocele may be isolated or nay be associated with
ot her defects or chronpbsonal abnormalities; and

WHEREAS, Despite the chall enges a baby born with an onphal ocele may
face, many babies who are born with an onphal ocel e survive and go on to
live happy, healthy l|ives; and

WHEREAS, Mbt hers of Omphal oceles (MOO) is a group of over 1,400
parents fromaround the world that was created to provide hope, support
and information to famlies with babies diagnosed with an onphal ocel e;
and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize MOO for
their courageous efforts to advocate for their children and rai se aware-
ness that an onphal ocele is a treatable condition; and

WHEREAS, It is inperative that there be greater public awareness of
this serious health issue, and nore nust be done to increase activity at
the State, local and national |evels to support the patients, as well as
their famlies; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclai mJanuary 31, 2016, as
Omhal ocel e Anareness Day in the State of New York, in conjunction wth
t he observance of National Onphal ocel e Awnareness Day; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuonp, CGovernor of the State of New
York, and Mot hers of Orphal ocel es.



