LEG SLATIVE RESOLUTION nenorializing Governor Andrew M Cuonp to
procl aim March 25, 2016, as Day of Renenbrance of the Victins of Slavery
and the Transatlantic Slave Trade in the State of New York

WHEREAS, The transatlantic slave trade was the |argest forced mnigration
in history, and undeniably one of the nost inhunane; the extensive
exodus of Africans spread to nmany areas of the world over a 400-year
period and was unprecedented in the annals of recorded human hi story;
and

VWHEREAS, As a direct result of the transatlantic slave trade, the
greatest novenent of Africans was to the Anericas, with 96 percent of
the captives fromthe African coasts arriving on cranped slave ships at
ports in South Anerica and the Cari bbean |slands; and

VWHEREAS, From 1501 to 1830, four Africans crossed the Atlantic for
every one European, neking the denographics of the Americas in that era
nore of an extension of the African diaspora than a European one; the

| egacy of this migration is still evident today, with large popul ations
of people of African descent living throughout the Anericas; and
WHEREAS, For over 400 years, nore than 15 mllion nen, wonen and chil -

dren were the wvictins of the tragic transatlantic slave trade, one of
t he darkest chapters in human history; and

WHEREAS, Sl aves resisted in a variety of ways but the two nost conmmon
types were refusal to eat and suicide; and

WHEREAS, Over the <centuries, sone African peoples, such as the Kru,
came to be understood as hol di ng substandard value as slaves, because
they developed a reputation for being too proud for slavery, and for
attenpting suicide imediately upon losing their freedom and

WHEREAS, The Emanci pation Procl amati on, signed by President Abraham
Lincoln on January 1, 1863, declared that: all persons held as slaves
within any States, or designated part of the State, the people whereof
shall be in rebellion against the United States, shall be then, thence
forward, and forever free; and

WHEREAS, Every year on March 25th, the International Day of Remem
brance for the Victinmse of Slavery and the Transatlantic Sl ave Trade
of fers the opportunity to honor and renenber those who suffered and died
at the hands of the brutal slavery system the International Day also
ainms at raising awareness about the dangers of racism and prejudice
today; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaim March 25, 2016, as Day
of Renenbrance of the Victins of Slavery and the Transatlantic Slave
Trade in the State of New York; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuonp, CGovernor of the State of New
Yor k.



