LEG SLATIVE RESOLUTION celebrating the Irondale Ensenble Project's
I NSPI RE! and paying tribute to the 2015 honorees at its 5th Annual M
Edgar Rosenbl um Awar ds event

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to call attention to
i ndi vi dual s and organi zations that devote their time and energies to the
cultural enrichment of the Enpire State; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |[|ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to cel ebrate
the Irondal e Ensenble Project's INSPIRE! and to pay tribute to the 2015
honorees at the 5th Annual M Edgar Rosenbl um Awards event; this auspi-
ci ous occasion will be held on June 25, 2015, in Brooklyn, New York; and

WHEREAS, The 2015 M Edgar Rosenbl um Awar ds honorees include: Chancel -
| or of the New York City Departnent of Education, Carnen Farina, for her
out standi ng | eadership and strong conmtnent to arts education; the Pig
Pen Theatre Conpany, for its award-w nning work which inspires the next
generation of artists; and Jon Gould Rubin, who is receiving the inau-
gural Living the Life Award for his 40 years of achievenent as an excep-
tional actor, director, producer, teacher; and

WHEREAS, Founded in 1983, the Irondal e Ensenble Project is one of the
nost | ong-established conpanies of its kind in the United States; its
wor k ranges from both accurate versions and radical reinterpretations of
the classics, to original <creations, often with a strong enphasis on
conmpany created nusic; and

WHEREAS, Since its inception, the Irondale Ensenble Project has
created over 60 productions, offering audlences a wide range of plays
whi ch include the Anerican prenmier of Brecht's "Conversations in Exile,'
and re-imgi ni ngs of Buchner, Chekhov, Gogol, |bsen, Gstrovsky, Sopho-
cles, Shakespeare, and Strindberg, as well as 13 original wor ks creat ed
col | aboratively by the conpany; and

WHEREAS, At the heart of this remarkable theatrical project is the
spirit of collaboration and the idea of the ensenble; and

VWHEREAS, A |eader in the national ensenble theatre novenment, the I|ron-
dal e Ensenble Project hel ped to create and nmanage t he Network of Ensem
bl e Theatres from 2001-2007; this ethos has been further devel oped since
the opening of its new home in Fort G eene, Brooklyn; and

WHEREAS, After renovating the fornmer Sunday School of the historic
Laf ayette Avenue Presbyterian Church in 2008, the Irondal e Ensenbl e
Project becanme the first new organization to open in the Brooklyn
Cultural District with its state-of-the-art theatre in Fort G eene serv-
ing as the conpany's first permanent home; and

WHEREAS, Over its illustrious 33 year history, the Irondal e Ensenbl e
Project has utilized its distinctive approach to expand appreciation for
the arts in public schools, universities, special education facilities,
correctional facilities, shelters, youth centers and cul tural organiza-
tions; and

WHEREAS, A pioneer in the field of arts education, the Irondal e Ensem
bl e Project has used theatre to enhance teaching and |earning for thou-
sands of students, teachers and at-risk youth; and

WHEREAS, The Irondal e Ensenbl e Project has devel oped literacy prograns
for special education students in collaboration with District 75, and
has hel ped train m ddle and hi gh school students in theatrical inprovi-
sation to develop their presentation, critical thinking, and teamwork
skills inits STEAM (the "A" is for Acting) program and

WHEREAS, In addition, the Irondal e Ensenble Project provides training
for children and teens on site, as well as in school residencies and
partnershi ps throughout New York City; the organization has al so offered

space subsi dies and technical assistance to 45 performng groups and



nore than 400 artists; and

WHEREAS, Many of |Irondal e Ensenbl e Project Young Conpany al ummi now
attend such schools as Carnegie Mellon, Dartnouth and Sarah Law ence, or
are currently teaching in its progranms; forner conpany nenbers also
continue to build on their Irondale work wth their own ensenbles
i ncludi ng Irondal e Canada, Epic Theatre Ensenble, Big Dance Theatre,
Stri ke Anywhere, and Letter of Marque; and

WHEREAS, The Irondale Ensenble Project is a nenber of the Downtown
Brooklyn Arts Alliance and the Brooklyn Chanber of Commrerce; it al so has
active partnerships with BRIC Arts Media, Mirk Mrris Dance Goup
Brooklyn Historical Society, Weksville Heritage Center, Wave Hill, and
CUNY, and many ot hers; and

WHEREAS, Conmmitted to nmaking a gl obal inpact, the Irondale Ensenble
Project and its senior nenbers have toured Russia, created prograns for
Al DS affected children in South Africa, and directed at the Drama Centre
London, a prenmier British training program and

WHEREAS, Today, the Irondal e Ensenble Project is the prem er destina-
tion for artistic innovation, quality arts education programi ng, and a
hone and support for many underserved artists and conpanies; its work
inside theatres and in the conmunity is held in the highest esteem and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when organi za-
tions of such noble ains and acconplishnents are brought to our atten-
tion, they should be celebrated and recognized by all the citizens of
the great State of New York; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
cel ebrate the Irondal e Ensenble Project's INSPIRE! and to paying tribute
to the 2015 honorees at its 5th Annual M Edgar Rosenbl um Awards; and be
it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to the Irondal e Ensenbl e Project, and af orenenti oned honor ees.



