LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON recogni zi ng Novenber 20, 2015, as Transgender Day
of Remenbrance

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to a
grassroots day of action on behalf of justice and human dignity and
which serves to comrenorate its own comunities and acts as a venerable
exanple and inspiration for all; and

WHEREAS, | n honoring the Transgender Day of Renenbrance, which occurs
annually on Novenber 20th, this Legislative Body recognizes that the
Transgender Day of Renenbrance stands for not only the pursuit of mnutua
respect and full equality but also to renenber those who have |ost their
| ives because of their gender identity or expression; and

WHEREAS, W al so recogni ze that transgender nenbers of our society are
di sproportionately affected by hate crinmes and violence in our communi-
ties; and

WHEREAS, On Transgender Day of Renmenbrance we pause to renmenber the
hundreds of transgender people across the nation who are the victins of
hat e-noti vated viol ence every year, including bullying, sexual assault,
and hom ci de; and

WHEREAS, W al so pause to renenber that it is, shockingly, still Iegal
in many places, including the State of New York, to discrimnate agai nst
i ndi vidual s on the basis of gender expression or identity, sinply for
bei ng who they are; and

WHEREAS, On Transgender Day of Renenbrance, we acknow edge that trans-
gender people suffer a nyriad of challenges in their daily lives,
i ncludi ng discrimnation, disproportionately high |evels of unenploy-
ment, and limted access to health care; and

WHEREAS, Despite the chall enges faced by the transgender conmunity, in
observing the Transgender Day of Renenbrance, we recogni ze, admre, and
cel ebrate the growi ng awareness and acceptance of transgender people and
the 18 states that have established full rights for transgender individ-
ual s despite the ongoing struggles faced by the transgender comunity
across the nation; and

WHEREAS, On Transgender Day of Remenbrance we honor and conmenorat e
the strength, commitnment, and remarkable and i mense efforts of those
working tirelessly to secure full and equal civil rights for all people
in this country, regardl ess of gender identity or expression; and

WHEREAS, The Transgender Day of Renenbrance provides an opportunity
for all New Yorkers to celebrate the gains that transgender activists
and allies have nade in the novenent for transgender equality and to
al so remenber how nuch work remains to be done; and

WHEREAS, We recognize that the novenent for full and equal civil
rights for transgender people is part of broader social struggle for
civil rights in this country; and

WHEREAS, The Transgender Day of Renenbrance is a commenoration of
t hose who have died expressing their gender and a reflection on the
sobering statistics in our state and across the country which denon-
strate that transgender people are still faced wth tragically high
| evel s of violence and discrimnation; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body al so acknowl edges and honors Gaendol yn
Ann Smith, who took an inportant cause and brought it to the world's
attention through the establishnent and organi zati on of the Transgender
Day of Renenbrance in 1999, which has continued annually ever since;
now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
recogni ze Novenber 20, 2015, as Transgender Day of Renenbrance; and be
it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-



smtted to the New York State Transgender Ri ghts Coalition.



