LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON congratul ati ng Fat her Janes Massa upon the occa-
sion of being pronoted to Auxiliary Bishop by Pope Francis on July 20,
2015

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to appl aud the just
recognition of men of the <cloth who distinguish thenselves and the
mnistry through their unremtting conmtnent and | ong-standi ng preem -
nence of service; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, this Legislative Body is proud to
congratul ate Father James Massa upon the occasion of being pronoted to
Auxi |l i ary Bi shop by Pope Francis on July 20, 2015; and

WHEREAS, Thi s auspicious occasion will be celebrated with an Odina-
tion Cerenony perforned by Brooklyn Bishop N cholas Di Marzi o on Monday,
July 20, 2015; thenceforth, Father Janmes Massa will help the Bishop tend
tothe 1.5 mllion Catholics spread across Brooklyn and Queens; and

WHEREAS, Janes Massa was born in Jersey City, New Jersey, to the |late
Andrew and Irene G| bert Massa; he earned his Bachelor's degree in both
Theol ogy and History from Boston College in 1982; and

WHEREAS, Three years later, Janes Massa received a Master's of Divini-
ty Degree from Yale University; in 1997, he furthered his education by
obtaining his Ph.D. in Systematic Theol ogy from Fordham University,
where he wote his dissertation under the guidance of the late Cardina
Avery Dul l es; and

WHEREAS, On Cctober 25, 1986, Janes Massa was ordained to the priest-
hood by the |l ate Bishop Francis J. Migavero, serving the Di ocese of
Br ookl yn; and

WHEREAS, Father Janes Massa's first assignnment was Parochial Vicar at
Qur Lady Queen of Martyrs in the Forest Hills section of Queens, a title
he held from 1986-1990; and

WHEREAS, From 1990-1993, Father Janmes Massa served as Canpus M nister
at Queens College; in addition, he held the position of Associate
Prof essor of Theol ogy at several senminaries and universities; and

VWHEREAS, | n 2005, Father James Massa was sel ected as Executive Direc-
tor of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishop's Secretariat for
Ecuneni cal and Interreligious D al ogue; and

WHEREAS, Three vyears later, he was appoi nted by Pope Benedict XVI as
the Consulter to the Pontifical Council for Interreligious D alogue, and
a menber of the Joint Working G oup between the Holy See and the Wrld
Counci | of Churches; and

WHEREAS, Father Janes Massa returned to the Diocese of Brooklyn in
2011, and coordinated the merger of the Theol ogates for the Archdiocese
of New York, the Di ocese of Rockville Centre, and the Di ocese of Brook-
lyn; and

WHEREAS, |n 2012, Father James Massa hel d the position of both Associ -
ate Professor of Dogmatic Theology and Director of Assessnent and
Accreditation at Saint Joseph's Sem nary, Dunwoodi e, New York; he then
went on to serve as the Mbderator of the Curia in the Diocese of Brook-
lyn in 2014, a title he will hold until his Odination Cerenony; and

WHEREAS, Fat her Janes Massa has brought to his mnistry an overwhel m
ing spirit of charity and conpassion, acting from vision and enlight-
enment in conducting his admnistrative and spiritual duties, while
al ways di spl ayi ng the hi ghest standards of personal and professiona
integrity and dedi cation; and

WHEREAS, Thi s distingui shed nan of God has al ways gi ven enli ghtennent,
gui dance and w sdomto the nany entrusted to his care and has adm ni s-
tered abundantly and unstintingly to the spiritual and corporal needs of
all; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when a person



of such nobl e ains and acconplishnments is brought to our attention it is
appropriate to publicly and jubilantly proclaimand comend that indi-
vidual for the edification of others; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ate Father Janmes Massa upon the occasion of being pronoted to
Auxiliary Bishop by Pope Francis noting his unremtting and conpassi on-
ate faith and his exenplary service to God, man, and his comunity, and
extending to himthe heartfelt best wi shes of this Legislative Body for
a future of continued purposeful success and well-being; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Father Janes Massa.



