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2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 9, 2013

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Veterans, Homeland Securi -
ty and Mlitary Affairs

AN ACT to anend the nental hygiene law, in relation to devel oping plans
to adequately address mlitary sexual trauna experienced by fenal e
vet erans

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 7.09 of the nental hygiene |aw is anmended by
addi ng two new subdivisions (k) and (I) to read as foll ows:

(K) THE COW SSI ONER SHALL PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS TO DI SSEM
| NATE | NFORMATI ON TO FEMALE VETERANS, WHEN APPLI CABLE, REGARDI NG WH CH
VETERANS' AFFAIRS CENTERS AND OTHER ORGANI ZATI ONS SUCH FEMALE VETERANS
CAN SEEK TREATMENT, COUNSELI NG AND RESOURCES FOR M LI TARY SEXUAL TRAUMA.
SUCH | NFORMATI ON SHALL BE POSTED ON THE OFFICE'S WEBSI TE WTH A LINK TO
THE WEBSITE OF THE UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAI RS AND A
LI NK TO THE WEBSI TE OF THE STATE DI VI SION OF VETERANS' AFFAIRS. FOR THE
PURPCSES OF THI S ARTI CLE, M LI TARY SEXUAL TRAUMA SHALL MEAN PSYCHOLOG
| CAL TRAUMA, WHICH IN THE JUDGVENT OF A MENTAL HEALTH PROFESSI ONAL,
RESULTED FROM A PHYSI CAL ATTACK OF A SEXUAL NATURE, BATTERY OF A SEXUAL
NATURE OR SEXUAL HARASSMENT WHI CH OCCURRED WHI LE THE VETERAN WAS SERVI NG
ON ACTI VE DUTY OR ON ACTI VE DUTY FOR TRAI NI NG

(L) THE COW SSIONER SHALL ESTABLISH PEER COUNSELI NG AND SUPPORT
SERVI CES REGARDI NG M LI TARY SEXUAL TRAUMA FOR FEMALE VETERANS AT ONE OR
MORE FACI LI TI ES OPERATED OR CERTI FI ED BY THE OFFI CE | F THE COVW SSI ONER
DEEMS | T APPROPRI ATE AND NECESSARY.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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