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STATE OF NEW YORK

7883
I N SENATE
June 16, 2014

Introduced by Sen. BONACIC -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Rules

AN ACT to anend the famly court act, in relation to the nunber of judg-
es of the famly court

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 121 of the famly court act, as anended by chapter
209 of the laws of 1990, is anended to read as foll ows:
S 121. Nunber of judges. The famly court within the city of New York

shall consist of [forty-four judges and, as of July first, nineteen
hundred ninety, shall consist of forty-five judges and, as of Apri
first, nineteen hundred ninety-one, shall consist of forty-seven]

FI FTY- SI X j udges, EFFECTI VE JANUARY FI RST, TWD THOUSAND FIFTEEN. [At
| east one of the persons appointed to the office of judge of the famly
court created by this section, shall be a resident of the county of
Ri chnrond and hereafter there] THERE shall be at |east one famly court
judge resident in each county of the city of New York. [The anount of
conpensation for such new famly court judges shall be equal to the
conmpensati on payable to existing famly court judges in the city of New
York. ]

S 2. Section 131 of the famly court act is amended by addi ng a new
subdivision (u) to read as foll ows:

(U THERE SHALL BE AN ADDI TI ONAL FAM LY COURT JUDGE FOR EACH OF THE
FOLLOWN NG COUNTI ES:  ALBANY, BROOVE, CHAUTAUQUA, FRANKLI N, NASSAU, ONEl -
DA, OSWEGO, SCHENECTADY, SUFFOLK, ULSTER AND WESTCHESTER THE COVPEN-
SATI ON OF EACH SUCH ADDI TI ONAL FAM LY COURT JUDGE SHALL BE THE SAME AS
THE COVPENSATI ON PAI D TO EACH EXI STING FAM LY COURT JUDGE | N THE COUNTY
FOR WHICH IT IS ESTABLI SHED OR, | F THERE | S NO SEPARATELY- ELECTED FAM LY
COURT JUDGE I N SUCH COUNTY, THE SAME AS THE COVPENSATI ON PAID TO A JUDGE
OF THE COUNTY COURT | N SUCH COUNTY.

S 3. Section 131 of the famly court act is anended by adding a new
subdivision (v) to read as foll ows:

(V) THERE SHALL BE AN ADDI TI ONAL FAM LY COURT JUDGE FOR EACH OF THE
FOLLOW NG COUNTI ES: DELAWARE, DUTCHESS, ERIE, MONROE, AND WARREN. THE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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COVPENSATION OF EACH SUCH ADDI TIONAL FAM LY COURT JUDGE SHALL BE THE
SAME AS THE COVPENSATI ON PAI D TO EACH EXI STING FAM LY COURT JUDGE I N THE
COUNTY FOR WVHICH I T | S ESTABLI SHED OR, | F THERE | S NO SEPARATELY- ELECTED
FAM LY COURT JUDGE I N SUCH COUNTY, THE SAVE AS THE COWVPENSATI ON PAI D TO
A JUDGE OF THE COUNTY COURT | N SUCH COUNTY.

S 4. Notwithstanding provisions of the election law related to desig-
nating petitions, the following rules shall apply to designating
petitions filed in 2014 for the offices created by section two of this
act :

1. A designating petition for the offices created under this act shal
be filed not wearlier than the eighth Monday before and not |ater than
the seventh Thursday preceding the primary el ection.

2. A signature made earlier than thirteen days before the last day to
file the designating petitions for the offices created under this act
for the primary el ection shall not be counted.

3. Petitions nmust be signed by not | ess than one and three-quarter per
centum as determi ned by the preceding enrollnent, of the then enrolled
voters of the party residing within the county of the famly court posi-
tion created by this act (excluding voters in inactive status),
provi ded, however, that the nunber of signatures need not exceed the
following limts:

(a) For the offices to be filled by all the voters of counties
contai ning nore than two hundred fifty thousand i nhabitants according to
the | ast precedi ng federal enuneration, seven hundred signatures,

(b) For the offices to be filled by all of the voters of counties
containing nore than twenty-five thousand and not nore than two hundred
fifty thousand inhabitants, according to the |l|ast preceding federa
enuneration, three hundred fifty signatures,

(c) For the offices to be filled by all the voters for any other coun-
ty, one hundred seventy-five signatures.

4. Al other rules related to designating petitions in the election
| aw, not inconsistent with these provisions shall apply to such desig-
nating petitions.

S 5. Severability clause. |If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivi-
sion, section or part of this act shall be adjudged by a court of conpe-
tent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgnent shall not affect, inpair
or invalidate the renmai nder thereof, but shall be confined in its opera-
tion to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section or part
thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such judgnent
shall have been rendered. It is hereby declared to be the intent of the
| egi slature that this act woul d have been enacted even if such invalid
provi si ons had not been included herein.

S 6. This act shall take effect imedi ately; provided, however, that
the additional fam |y court judges provided for by section two of this
act shall first be elected at the general election to be held in Novem
ber 2014 and shall first take office January 1, 2015; provided, further,
that the additional famly court judges provided for by section three of
this act shall first be elected at the general election to be held in
Novenber 2015 and shall first take office January 1, 2016.



