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STATE OF NEW YORK

7431
I N SENATE
May 14, 2014

Introduced by Sen. GRISANTlI -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Mental Health and Devel op-
mental Disabilities

AN ACT to anend the nmental hygiene law, in relation to integrated hous-
i ng

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The nmental hygiene law is anended by adding a new section
13.42 to read as follows:

S 13.42 | NTEGRATED HOUSI NG PLAN.

(A) THE COW SSI ONER, | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE DEVELOPMENTAL DI SABI LI -
TI ES ADVI SORY COUNCI L, THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, THE DI VI SI ON OF HOUSI NG
AND COVMUNITY RENEWAL, AND THE MOST | NTEGRATED SETTI NGS COORDI NATI NG
COUNCI L AND OTHER AGENCI ES AS DETERM NED APPROPRI ATE BY THE COWM SSI ONER
SHALL ESTABLI SH A PLAN TO | NCREASE HOUSI NG OPPORTUNI TI ES FOR PEOPLE W TH
DEVELOPMENTAL DI SABI LI TIES. THE PLAN SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIM TED
TO

(1) | DENTI FI CATION OF STRATEGQ ES TO FACI LI TATE | NDI VI DUALS RECEI VI NG
OR ELI G BLE FOR HOVE AND COVMUNI TY BASED (HCBS) WAI VERS TO LIVE I N THEI R
OMN HOVE, LEASED APARTMENT, OR FAMLY'S HOVE, WHEN SUCH A PLACEMENT IS
THEIR | NFORVED CHO CE AND THE MOST | NTEGRATED SETTI NG APPROPRI ATE TO
THEI R NEEDS. ANY SUCH STRATEG ES AT A M NI MUM SHOULD:

(1) FACI LI TATE OPPORTUNI TI ES FOR | NDI VI DUALS W TH DEVELOPMENTAL DI SA-
BILITIES, |NCLUDI NG STUDENTS TRANSI TI ONI NG FROM EDUCATI ONAL PROGRAMS TO
LI VE | NDEPENDENTLY IN THEI R OAN HOVE OR APARTMENT AND AWAY FROM THEIR
PARENTAL HOVE;

(1) EXPAND THE | NVENTORY OF AFFORDABLE AND ACCESSI BLE RENTAL UNI TS
FOR | NDI VI DUALS W TH DEVELOPMENTAL DI SABI LI TI ES;

(1'1'1) INCREASE ACCESS TO RENTAL SUBSI DI ES FOR | NDI VI DUALS W TH DEVEL-
OPMENTAL DI SABI LI TI ES;

(1V) BU LD UNDERSTANDI NG AND AWARENESS OF | NFORMED CHO CES FOR | NDE-
PENDENT LI VI NG AMONG | NDI VI DUALS W TH DEVELOPMENTAL DI SABI LI TIES, FAM -
LIES PUBLIC AND PRI VATE ORGANI ZATI ON, DEVELOPERS AND MEDI CAlI D SERVI CE
COORDI NATORS;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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REVI EW POTENTI AL FEDERAL AND STATE PCLI CY CHANGES THAT W LL FACI L-
| TATE | NCREASED ACCESS AND AVAI LABI LITY OF SERVICES AND SUPPORTS THAT
PERM T | NDI VI DUALS TO CHOOSE MORE | NDEPENDENT LI VI NG OPTI ONS; AND

(VI) ASSESS AND ADVANCE COORDI NATED PLAN | MPLEMENTATI ON.

(2) DATA CONCERNI NG BASELI NE | NFORVATI ON REGARDI NG THE NUMBER OF | NDI -
VI DUALS W TH DEVELOPMENTAL DI SABILITIES WHO WOULD CHOOSE | NDEPENDENT
LI VING OPTIONS, |F AVAI LABLE AND THE | DENTIFICATION OF STRATEGES TO
| NCREASE ACCESS TO THESE OPTIONS; AS WELL AS | NFORVATION AS TO THE
EXI STI NG PLACEMENTS IN MORE RESTRICTIVE SETTINGS, |NCLUDI NG NURSING
HOVES, | CF SETTI NGS, COVMUNI TY RESI DENCES, | RAS AND FAM LY CARE SETTI NGS
WHO HAVE CHOSEN TO LIVE I N THESE SETTI NGS HAVI NG BEEN PROVI DED OPTI ONS
FOR COVMUNI TY PLACEMENT, SERVI CES AND SUPPORTS WHERE SUCH | NDI VI DUAL
HAS:

(1) BEEN OFFERED A CHO CE OF PROVI DERS CONSI STENT W TH THE | NDI VI D-
UAL' S | DENTI FI ED NEEDS AND PREFERENCES; AND

(1'1) BEEN PROVI DED APPROPRI ATE COVMUNI TY- BASED SERVI CES FROM AMONG A
RANGE OF OPTIONS, W TH OPPORTUNI TI ES FOR THE | NDI VI DUAL, THEI R FAM LI ES
OR CI RCLE OF SUPPORT TO SPEAK W TH THOSE PROVIDERS, WVISIT COVMUN TY
PLACEMENTS AND BE PERM TTED TO HAVE CONVERSATI ONS AND MEETI NGS W TH
| NDI VI DUALS CURRENTLY LIVING IN THE COWMUNI TY AND THEI R FAM LI ES, BEFORE
BEI NG ASKED TO MAKE A CHO CE REGARDI NG OPTI ONS.

(3) | DENTI FI CATI ON OF MODELS OF | NTEGRATED HOUSI NG PROMOTI NG TO THE
GREATEST EXTENT PGOSSI BLE, | NDI VI DUALS W TH DEVELOPMENTAL DI SABI LI Tl ES
LIVING IN THE COUWUNI TY AMONG | NDI VI DUALS W THOUT DI SABI LI TIES, | NCLUD-
I NG CONSIDERATIONS OF ABILITY LEVELS, CRITICAL LIFE TRANSI TI ONS AND
APPROPRI ATE OPTI ONS;

(4) STRATEG ES FOR ASSISTING |INDI VIDUALS |IN TRANSITI ONI NG FROM
PARENTAL HOVES TO COVMUNI TY HOUSI NG

(5) DESCRIBE | NFORVATION ABOUT AND DESCRIBE A PROCCEDURE BY VWH CH
APPROPRI ATE REFERRALS CAN BE MADE FOR | NDI VI DUALS TO APPLY FOR RENTAL OR
HOUSI NG ASSI STANCE AND BRI DGE FUNDI NG THROUGH ALL EXI STI NG SOURCES,
| NCLUDI NG LOCAL, STATE, OR FEDERAL AFFORDABLE HOUSI NG OR RENTAL ASSI| ST-
ANCE PROGRAMS ( TENANT- BASED OR PROJIECT-BASED) AND ANY DEVELOPMENTAL
DI SABI LI TY SPECI FI C RENTAL ASSI STANCE;

(6) | DENTIFICATION OF MEANS TO ASSI ST | NDI VI DUALS W TH SI GNI FI CANT
BEHAVI ORAL OR MEDI CAL NEEDS | N PREPARI NG FOR AND MOVI NG TOWARDS | NTE-
GRATED HOUSI NG

(7) TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE, COVPLI ANCE AND TRANSI TI ON ASSI STANCE PROCE-
DURES FOR EXI STI NG PROVI DERS WHO SEEK TO TRANSI TION TO MORE | NTEGRATED
HOUSI NG MODELS; AND

(8) ASSESSMENTS OF FUNDI NG AND NECESSARY SUPPORTS FOR | NDI VI DUALS AND
PROVI DERS.

(B) THE COW SSI ONER, | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE DEVELOPMENTAL DI SABI LI -
TI ES ADVI SORY COUNCI L, THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, THE DI VI SI ON OF HOUSI NG
AND COVMUNI TY RENEVWAL, AND THE MOST | NTEGRATED SETTINGS COORDI NATI NG
COUNCI L AND OTHER AGENCI ES AS DETERM NED APPROPRI ATE BY THE COWM SSI ONER
SHALL DEVELOP THE PLAN W TH | NPUT FROM STAKEHOLDERS, | NCLUDI NG | NDI VI D-
UALS W TH DEVELOPMENTAL DI SABI LI TI ES, PARENTS AND GUARDI ANS OF | NDI VI D-
UALS W TH DEVELOPMENTAL DI SABILITIES, ADVOCATES AND PROVIDERS OF
SERVI CES FOR | NDI VI DUALS W TH DEVELOPMENTAL DI SABI LI TI ES.

(© THE PLAN REQUI RED PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE DEVELOPED AND
SUBM TTED TO THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND SPEAKER OF THE
ASSEMBLY AND POSTED ON THE WEBSI TE OF THE OFFI CE FOR PEOPLE W TH DEVEL-
OPMENTAL DI SABI LI TIES WTH N ONE HUNDRED EI GHTY DAYS OF THE CENTERS FOR
VEDI CARE AND MEDI CAI D SERVI CES' APPROVAL OF THE STATE' S 1915(B)/(C) HCBS
WAl VER APPLI CATI ON.
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