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STATE OF NEW YORK

7131
I N SENATE
April 30, 2014

Introduced by Sen. RITCH E -- (at request of the Department of Agricul -
ture and Markets) -- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed
to be conmtted to the Cormittee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to desig-
nati on and anendnent of trails

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 284-a of the agriculture and narkets |aw, as added
by chapter 248 of the |aws of 2004, paragraph (c) of subdivision 2,
paragraphs (b) and (c) of subdivision 3 and paragraph (a) of subdivi-
sion 4 as anmended by chapter 448 of the laws of 2008, is anended to read
as foll ows:

S 284-a. Establishnent of farmtrails, apple trails [and], cuisine
trails, WNE TRAILS AND FARM BEVERAGE TRAILS. 1. Marketing activities
and designation of trails. The departnment shall conduct statew de and
regional marketing activities which shall include, but not be limted
to, the designation of farmtrails, apple trails, [and] cuisine trails,
W NE TRAI LS AND FARM BEVERAGE TRAI LS.

2. Definitions. For the purposes of this section:

(a) "farm trail"™ shall mean an association of producers that are in
close proximty to each other, that sell in a cooperative nmanner a
conpl ementary variety of farmand food products, and that utilize a map,
other directional devices, or highway signs to nmarket products and
direct patrons to their respective farns.

(b) "apple trail" shall nmean an association of producers that are in
close proximty to each other, that sell in a cooperative manner a w de
variety of fresh apples or other fresh fruits or processed apple or
other fruit products, and that utilize a map, other directional devices,
or highway signs to market their products and direct patrons to their
respective farnmns.

(c) "cuisine trail" shall mean an associ ation of producers, that my
i nclude a conbi nati on of producers, food or agricultural product proces-
sors and retailers including, but not limted to, restaurants, that are
in close proximty to each other, and that sell in a cooperative nanner
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a conplenmentary variety of unusual, unique, or hard to find fresh farm
and food products and foods prepared primarily with such products for on
or off prem ses consunption, including but not limted to, herbs, neats,
veget ables, salad mterials, wnes, cut flowers, nushroons or fruits.
Such trails may utilize a map, other directional devices, or highway
signs to market their products and direct patrons to their places of
busi ness.

(D) "WNE TRAIL" SHALL MEAN A SERIES OF WNERIES |DENTIFIED BY THE
COW SSI ONER, WHI CH MAY BE LI NKED BY GEOGRAPHI C PROXI M TY AND ALI GNVENT
OR THEMATI C CONSI STENCY

(E) "FARM BEVERAGE TRAI L" SHALL MEAN AN ASSCCI ATI ON OF PRODUCERS, THAT
MAY | NCLUDE A COVBI NATI ON OF PRODUCERS AND AGRI CULTURAL PROCESSCORS THAT
ARE IN A CLOSE PROXIMTY TO EACH OTHER, AND THAT SELL I N A COOPERATI VE
MANNER BEVERAGES FOR ON OR OFF PREM SES CONSUMPTI ON, | NCLUDI NG W NE
BEER, CI DER AND DI STI LLED LI QUORS

3. Designation of trails. (a) The departnment shall designate farm
appl e, [and] cuisine, WNE AND FARM BEVERAGE trails to pronote greater
agricultural nmarketing and pronotional opportunities for agricultura
producers AND PROCESSCRS | ocated in the areas of such trails.

(b) Designations shall take into consideration geographic proximty
and alignnment, thematic consistency, geographic or historical consisten-
cy, density, economc feasibility, and the cooperation of agricultura
producers AND PROCESSCRS on the trails to be designated. [The depart nent
shal|l designate no nore than ten farmtrails, ten apple trails, and ten
cuisine trails.] Criteria for devel opi ng and approving such trails shal
i ncl ude:

(i) [that the length of such trail, excluding laterals, is no |onger
than fifty mles,

(ii)] containing a sufficient nunber of producers to cost-effectively
attract patrons to such trail association's participating nenbers,

[(iti)] (Il) incorporating considerations that maxi m ze patronage of
such trail,

[(iv)] (111) ensuring that proposed trail routes do not conflict wth
exi sting scenic byways designated pursuant to section three hundred
forty-nine-dd of the highway law or wine trails designated pursuant to
section three hundred forty-three-k of the highway | aw OR THREE HUNDRED
FORTY- THREE- S OF THE H GHWAY LAW

[(v)] (IV) ensuring that trail designations are neither redundant nor
cover thenes or subjects or have nanes that have al ready been used by
trails designated by the New York state scenic byways program or desig-
nated as a wine trail pursuant to section three hundred forty-three-k of
t he hi ghway | aw OR THREE HUNDRED FORTY- THREE- S OF THE H GHWAY LAW

[(vi)] (V) ensuring that the trail route is designed and laid out so
that it is relatively sinple and easy to follow for patrons and contains
few branches or laterals that dead end at one association nmenber's busi -
ness, and

[(vii)] (VI) upon consulting with the conm ssioner of transportation,
trail designations that may support, augment, or reinforce the thenes or
subjects already covered by the existing scenic byways system or w ne
trails designated pursuant to the highway | aw.

(c) I'n maki ng designations, the departnent shall consult wth:

(i) [the New York State Farmers Direct Marketing Association, the
advisory council on agriculture, and the New York State scenic byways
advi sory board; and

(ii)] the comm ssioner of transportation. The conm ssioner of trans-
portation shall cooperate wth the departnment in carrying out the
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provi sions of this section. The conm ssioner of transportation, upon
receipt of a one time five hundred dollar application fee, is authorized
to permit the installation and mai ntenance of signs on the state hi ghway
system for trails designated pursuant to this section. Such funds
recei ved by the conm ssioner of transportation pursuant to this subdivi-
sion shall be deposited pursuant to section eighty-nine-b of the state
finance law. However, to avoid confusion and to limt any possible
di sruption of conmerce, the trail designations called for pursuant to
this section shall be of a cerenonial nature and the official nanes of
such hi ghway shall not be changed as a result of such designations.
Si gnage for trails designated pursuant to this section may include "farm
trail”, "apple trail", "cuisine trail", "WNE TRAIL", "FARM BEVERAGE
TRAIL" or other descriptive |anguage to pronote the narketing of the
[trails] TRAILS products[.];

(1'l) THE CHAI RVAN OF THE STATE LI QUOR AUTHORI TY; AND

(I'11) THE COW SSI ONER OF ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT.

(d) [Once approved, trail route designations nmay not be altered for a
m ni mum period of tine of eighteen nonths; provided, however, that addi-
tional participating nmenbers may be incorporated into already existing
designated trail routes.] The departnent may revi ew t he designation of
any trail established pursuant to this section and review such trail's
effectiveness in attracting patrons or tourists, increasing patronage of
associ ation nmenber businesses, and expandi ng the marketing capabilities
of all trail menbers. The departnent, upon periodically review ng desig-
nated trails, may nake suggestions to alter the route, adopt revisions
to the business nanagenent practices of such trail association, or
renove the designation of any such trail authorized by this section.

4. Application for designation. (a) Any association of producers as
described in this section, upon paynment of an application fee of two
hundred fifty dollars and conpletion of an application form nay obtain
from the department designation as a farm apple, [or] cuisine, WNE OR
FARM BEVERAGE trail. Such funds received by the departnment pursuant to
this subdivision shall be deposited in the general fund. Al applicants
nmust satisfy the designation criteria stated in subdivision three of
this section.

(b) The departnent, in approving any trail application and install a-
tion of highway signage, if such signage is requested by the applicant,

shall consult wth and satisfy all reasonable notor vehicle safety
concerns specified by the comm ssioner of transportation to ensure that
the trail designation, its route, or proposed signage does not inpede

vehi cular traffic or dimnish notorists' safety on the state highway
system The design of all highway signs nust conformwth all uniform
traffic control device regulations and nust be approved by the commi s-
sioner of transportation.

5. Application for federal nonies. The departnment nmay apply for and
accept federal nonies that nay be available to support such a program or
funds fromany other source to support this program Upon approval of
the comm ssioner of transportation, trails designated pursuant to this
section may be eligible for and accept any federal highway aid or funds
that may be avail able to support such program

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



