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STATE OF NEW YORK

6903--B
Cal . No. 625

I N SENATE
March 27, 2014

Introduced by Sens. AVELLA, KRUECGER -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmtted to the Commttee on Environnental
Conservation -- reported favorably fromsaid conmttee, ordered to
first report, anended on first report, ordered to a second report and
ordered reprinted, retaining its place in the order of second report
-- ordered to a third readi ng, anended and ordered reprinted, retain-
ing its place in the order of third reading

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
public safety and big cats

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The environnmental conservation |aw is anmended by adding a
new section 11-0538 to read as foll ows:

S 11-0538. DI RECT CONTACT BETWEEN PUBLI C AND BI G CATS PROCHI BI TED.

1. AS USED IN TH S SECTI ON:

(A) "BIG CAT" SHALL MEAN ANY LI VE SPECI ES OF LI ON ( PANTHERA LEO PERSI -
CA), TIGER (PANTHERA TIGRES), LEOPARD (PANTHERA PARDUS), CHEETAH
(ACI NOYX JUBATUS), JAGUAR (PANTHERA ONCA), MOUNTAIN LIQN, SOVETI MES
CALLED COUGAR (FELI'S CONCOLAR) OR ANY HYBRI D OF SUCH SPECI ES.

(B) "DI RECT CONTACT" MEANS PHYSI CAL CONTACT OR PROXIM TY WHERE PHYS-
| CAL CONTACT |S POSSIBLE, |INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO ALLOWN NG A
PHOTOGRAPH TO BE TAKEN W THOUT A PERMANENT PHYSI CAL BARRI ER DESI GNED TO
PREVENT PHYSI CAL CONTACT BETWEEN THE PUBLI C AND BI G CATS.

(© "DEALER' SHALL MEAN ANY PERSON VWHO, | N COMVERCE, FOR COWVPENSATI ON
OR PROFI T, DELIVERS FOR TRANSPORTATI ON, OR TRANSPORTS, EXCEPT AS A
CARRI ER, BUYS, SELLS, OR NEGOTI ATES THE PURCHASE OR SALE OF ANY ANI MALS.

(D) "EXH BI TOR' SHALL MEAN ANY PERSON ( PUBLI C OR PRI VATE) EXHI Bl TI NG
ANY ANI MALS, WH CH WERE PURCHASED | N COWERCE OR THE | NTENDED DI STRI B-
UTION OF WHI CH AFFECTS COWERCE, OR W LL AFFECT COMWWERCE, TO THE PUBLIC
FOR COVPENSATI ON, AS DETERM NED BY THE COW SSIONER, AND SUCH TERM
| NCLUDES CARNI VALS, CI RCUSES, AND ZOOS EXHI BI TI NG SUCH ANI MALS WHETHER
OPERATED FOR PROFI T OR NOT.

2. | T SHALL BE UNLAWFUL FOR ANY PERSON LICENSED OR REQU RED TO BE
LI CENSED AS AN EXHI Bl TOR OR DEALER PURSUANT TO THE ANI MAL WELFARE ACT, 7

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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USC 2132-2134, | NCLUDI NG AGENTS OR EMPLOYEES OF SUCH PERSON, TO KNOW NG
LY ALLOW THE PUBLI C TO HAVE DI RECT CONTACT WTH A BI G CAT.

3. ANY PERSON WHO VIOLATES THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE
SUBJECT TO A PENALTY OF NOT MORE THAN FI VE HUNDRED DOLLARS FOR THE FI RST
OFFENSE AND NOT MORE THAN ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS FOR A SECOND AND SUBSE-
QUENT OFFENSES. EACH | NSTANCE OF ALLOW NG DI RECT CONTACT OF A BI G CAT
W TH THE PUBLIC I N VI OLATI ON OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL CONSTI TUTE A SEPARATE
OFFENSE.

4. NOTHING IN THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO LIMT OR RESTRICT
VETERI NARY EXAM NATI ON, TREATMENT OR CARE OF A BI G CAT OR TRANSPORTATI ON
OF THE ANl MAL FOR SUCH PURPOSE.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred ei ghtieth day

after it shall have becone a | aw



