Co~NOoOUI~,WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

6169
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 8, 2014

Introduced by Sen. MAZIARZ -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to the
preparation of environnental inpact statenents

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 5 of section 8-0109 of the environnental
conservation |aw, as anended by chapter 252 of the laws of 1977, the
openi ng paragraph as anmended by chapter 749 of the Ilaws of 1991, s
amended to read as foll ows:

5. After the filing of a draft environnental inpact statenent the
agency shall determ ne whether or not to conduct a public hearing on the
envi ronnental inpact of the proposed action. If the agency deternmines to
hol d such a hearing, it shall comence the hearing within sixty days of
the filing and wunless the proposed action is wthdrawn from consi der-
ation shall prepare the environnental inpact statement within forty-five
days after the close of the hearing, except as otherw se provided. The
need for such a hearing shall be determ ned in accordance with proce-
dures adopted by the agency pursuant to section 8-0113 of this article.
If no hearing is held, the agency shall prepare and nake avail abl e the
envi ronnental inpact statement within sixty days after the filing of the
draft, except as otherw se provided. W TH RESPECT TO PUBLI C HEARI NGS
COMMENCED | N RELATI ON TO A DRAFT ENVI RONMENTAL | MPACT STATEMENT PREPARED
IN RELATION TO AN APPLI CATI ON FOR OBTAI Nl NG AN UNDERGROUND GAS STORAGE
PERM T PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 23-1301 OF THI S CHAPTER, NO ADDI TI ONAL HEAR-
| NG OR HEARI NGS SHALL BE SCHEDULED OR COMVENCED AFTER TWELVE MONTHS FROM
THE DATE OF THE FI RST PUBLI C HEARI NG OR WTHI N THI RTY DAYS OF THE CHAP-
TER OF THE LAWS OF TWO THOUSAND THI RTEEN THAT AMENDED THI S SUBDI VI SI ON
TAKES EFFECT, WHI CHEVER | S LONGER

Not wi t hst andi ng the specified tinme periods established by this arti-
cle, an agency shall vary the tines so established herein for prepara-
tion, review and public hearings to coordinate the environnmental review
process wth other procedures relating to review and approval of an

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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action. An application for a permt or authorization for an action upon
which a draft environnental inpact statement is determned to be
required shall not be conplete until such draft statenent has been filed
and accepted by the agency as satisfactory wth respect to scope,
content and adequacy for purposes of paragraph four of this section.
Commenci ng upon such acceptance, the environnental inpact statenent
process shall run concurrently with other procedures relating to the
revi ew and approval of the action so long as reasonable tinme is provided
for preparation, review and public hearings with respect to the draft
envi ronnental inpact statement. WTH RESPECT TO A DRAFT ENVI RONMENTAL
| MPACT STATEMENT PREPARED | N RELATI ON TO AN APPLI CATI ON FOR OBTAI NI NG AN
UNDERGROUND GAS STORAGE PERM T PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 23-1301 OF THI S CHAP-
TER, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL FILE A FI NAL ENVI RONMENTAL | MPACT STATEMENT NO
LATER THAN NI NETY DAYS AFTER THE ADJOURNMENT OF THE LAST PUBLI C HEARI NG
OR WTHI N NI NETY DAYS OF THE CHAPTER OF THE LAWS OF TWDO THOUSAND THI R-
TEEN THAT AMENDED THI S SUBDI VI SI ON TAKES EFFECT, WHI CHEVER | S LONGER.

S 2. This act shall take effect i mediately and shall apply to all
draft environmental inpact statenents currently being prepared or under
review in relation to an application for obtaining an underground gas
storage permt pursuant to section 23-1301 of the environnental conser-
vation | aw.



