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STATE OF NEW YORK

5899
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
June 20, 2013

Introduced by Sen. TKACZYK -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Rul es

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to the closure of certain
speci al act school districts; to provide for the paynent of the debts
and obligations of the Wst Park union free school district in the
town of Esopus in the county of U ster; to anend chapter 566 of the
laws of 1967, relating to providing for the apportionnment of funds to
certain special school districts, inrelation to elimnating refer-
ences to the West Park union free school district; and to repeal chap-
ter 744 of the laws of 1973 relating to establishing and constituting
as a separate union free school district certain territory in the town
of Esopus in the county of U ster, in relation thereto

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Chapter 744 of the laws of 1973 relating to establishing
and constituting as a separate union free school district certain terri-
tory in the town of Esopus in the county of U ster is REPEALED

S 2. Section 1 of chapter 566 of the |laws of 1967, relating to provid-
ing for the apportionnment of funds to certain special school districts,
as anended by chapter 478 of the |laws of 2006, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

Section 1. Notw thstanding the provisions of section 3602 and 3602-b
of the education Ilaw, and in lieu of any apportionnments to which such
school districts mght otherwise be entitled under such sections or
under any other provisions of I|aw, the comm ssioner of education is
her eby aut horized to include the follow ng school districts in the annu-
al apportionnent of public noneys and such apportionnment shall be
conmputed in accordance wth the provisions of sections two, three and
four of this act: union free school district nunmber twenty-seven of the
town of Dryden, Tonpkins county; union free school district nunber eight
of the town of Canaan, Colunbia county; union free school districts
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nunbers ten, eleven, twelve and thirteen of the town of G eenburgh,
West chester county; union free school districts nunbers three and four
of the town of Munt Pl easant, Westchester county; wunion free schoo
district nunber six, Blythedale, town of Munt Pl easant, Wstchester
county; and Randol ph Children's Hone union free school district of the
town of Randol ph, Cattaraugus county; [Wst Park union free schoo
di strict nunmber two, town of Esopus, Uster county;] conmon schoo
district nunber seven of the town of Oyster Bay, Nassau county; the
Hopeval e union free school district, town of Hanmburg, Erie county; and
union free school district nunber three, town of Riverhead, Suffolk
county.

S 3. Section 1 of chapter 566 of the |laws of 1967, relating to provid-
ing for the apportionment of funds to certain special school districts,
as anended by chapter 213 of the laws of 2011, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

Section 1. Notw thstanding the provisions of section 3602 and 3602-b
of the education Ilaw, and in lieu of any apportionnments to which such
school districts mght otherwise be entitled under such sections or
under any other provisions of I|aw, the comm ssioner of education is
her eby aut horized to include the follow ng school districts in the annu-
al apportionnent of public noneys and such apportionnment shall be
conmputed in accordance wth the provisions of sections two, three and
four of this act: union free school district nunmber twenty-seven of the
town of Dryden, Tonpkins county; union free school district nunber eight
of the town of Canaan, Colunbia county; union free school districts
nunbers ten, eleven, twelve and thirteen of the town of G eenburgh,
West chester county; union free school districts nunbers three and four
of the town of Munt Pl easant, Westchester county; wunion free schoo
district nunber six, Blythedale, town of Munt Pl easant, Wstchester
county; and Randol ph Children's Hone union free school district of the
town of Randol ph, Cattaraugus county; [Wst Park union free schoo
di strict nunmber two, town of Esopus, Uster county;] conmon schoo
district nunber seven of the town of Oyster Bay, Nassau county; and
uni on free school district nunber three, town of Riverhead, Suffolk
county.

S 4. Any funds remaining in the possession of the Wst Park union free
school district nunber two, after all of its debts and obligations have
been paid, shall be paid over to each social services district and
school district having resident children served by the Wst Park union
free school district nunber two in the 2010-2011 school year in the sane
proportion as the nunber of students placed by each such social services
di strict or school district and served by the Wst Park wunion free
school district number two in the 2010-2011 school year bears to the
total nunber of students served by the Wst Park union free schoo
district nunber two in the 2010-2011 school year. Though the Wst Park
uni on free school district nunber two be dissol ved, section 1518 of the
education Ilaw shall be deenmed to apply, and it shall continue to exist
in law for the purpose of providing for and paying all its just debts;
provided that the board of cooperative educational services of the sole
supervisory district of the county of Uster (Uster BOCES) shall be
authorized to act on behalf of the school district pursuant to section
four of this act.

S 5. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary,
during any period in which there is no duly constituted board of educa-
tion of the West Park union free school district nunber two, Uster
BOCES shall be authorized to take any actions on behalf of the schoo
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district that are reasonably necessary to conplete the close-down and
dissolution of the district that the board of education would have,
including but not limted to, the power to enter contracts, pay debts
and bill for and receive any reinbursenment due and owing for tuition
pursuant to article 81 of the education |aw or any other provision of
law for services rendered to students on or before the school district
ceased operation on February 28, 2011. Any other reasonable costs
incurred for closedown of the school district, as approved by the
commi ssi oner of education pursuant to subparagraph (ii) of paragraph |
of subdivision 4 of section 4405 of the education |law, shall be included
in a closedown rate payable by each school district or social services
district responsible for tuition for students attending the special act
school district in the 2010-2011 school year. Notwi thstandi ng any ot her
provision of law, rule or regulation to the <contrary, such closedown
rate may be payable in three installnents which shall be as equal as
practicabl e, over three consecutive years after the closedown rate is
established. In such capacity, such board of cooperative educationa
services and its officers and enpl oyees shall be entitled to defense and
i ndemmi fication by the state pursuant to section 18 of the public offi-
cers | aw.

S 6. Notwi thstanding any other provision of law, rule or regulation to
the contrary, each social services district and school district having
resident children served by the West Park union free school district
nunber two in the 2010-2011 school year shall pay the costs of health
i nsurance for all former enpl oyees of the West Park wunion free schoo
di strict nunmber two, for whom such school district agreed by contract to
pay the costs of health insurance in retirement in the sanme proportion
as the nunmber of students placed by each such social services district
or school district and served by the Wst Park union free schoo
di strict nunber two in the 2010-2011 school year bears to the total
nunber of students served by the Wst Park union free school district
nunber two in the 2010-2011 school year. The U ster BOCES shall adm nis-
ter the paynent and billing for the health insurance premuns to and
from civil service and/or the health insurance carriers, the enpl oyees,
and each social service district and school district that is responsible
for such paynents to ensure that the former enpl oyees' health insurance
remains in effect, to the extent required under the enpl oyees' contract
with the West Park union free school district nunber two. Such annua
anount shall be paid in a manner prescribed by the comm ssi oner.

S 7. The records of the West Park union free school district nunber
two, shall be forwarded to the district superintendent of schools of the
U ster BOCES for preservation. Notw thstanding any other provision of
law to the contrary, such records shall be deened to be records of the
U ster BOCES for purposes of the managenent and disposition of such
records and |local governnent records nanagenent grants pursuant to
section 57.35 of the arts and cultural affairs |aw.

S 8. The territory conprising the West Park union free school district
nunber two, town of Esopus, county of U ster, shall revert to and becone
a part of the Kingston city school district in the county of U ster.

S 9. That certain Agency Lease dated August 12, 1998 between M ssion-
ary Sisters of the Sacred Heart, a New York not-for-profit corporation
and the West Park union free school district nunber two is hereby term -
nat ed.

S 10. Subdivision 4 of section 4405 of the education |aw is anended by
addi ng a new paragraph j to read as foll ows:
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J. (1) I'F THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF A SPECIAL ACT SCHOOL DI STRICT
LI STED I N CHAPTER FI VE HUNDRED SI XTY-SI X OF THE LAWS OF NI NETEEN HUNDRED
SI XTY- SEVEN, AS AMENDED, SEEKS TO CLOSE A SPECI AL ACT SCHOOL DI STRI CT,
THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON OF THE SPECI AL ACT SCHOOL DI STRICT SHALL PROVI DE
VWRI TTEN NOTI CE TO THE COW SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON WTH A PLAN FOR CLOSURE
OF THE SCHOCOL AT LEAST NI NETY DAYS PRI OR TO THE CLOSI NG DATE. SUCH PLAN
SHALL | NCLUDE PROVISION FOR THE SAFE AND ORDERLY TRANSFER OF EACH
STUDENT W TH A DI SABI LI TY WHO WAS PUBLI CLY PLACED IN THE PROGRAM AND A
DETAI LED AND | TEM ZED LI ST OF ESTI MATED EXPENSES NECESSARY TO CLOSE DOMN
THE SCHOOL AND A DETAI LED AND | TEM ZED LI ST OF ANY ESTI MATED REVENUES TO
BE RECEI VED.

(1) DURING THE CLOSE-DOM PERI OD AND UNTI L ALL NECESSARY FI NANCI AL
OBLI GATI ONS OF THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT HAVE BEEN MET PURSUANT TO THI S PARA-
GRAPH, THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL REQUIRE THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON OF THE
SCHOOL DI STRICT TO PERI ODI CALLY SUBM T, AS REQUI RED BY THE COWM SSI ONER,
FI NANCI AL REPORTS AND FI NANCI AL STATEMENTS, DETAILING ANY TU TION,
AND/ OR CLOSE-DOWMN COSTS AND ANY REVENUES GENERATED. | N APPLYI NG THE
REI MBURSEMENT METHODOLOGY TO ANY REMAI NI NG TUI TI ON COSTS AND ANY OTHER
REASONABLE AND APPROPRI ATE EXPENSES NEEDED TO CLOSE DOMN THE SPECI AL ACT
SCHOOL DI STRI CT, THE COVM SSI ONER SHALL REJECT ANY CLOSE- DOAN COSTS THAT
ARE UNNECESSARY OR UNREASONABLE TO CLOSE DOWN THE SCHOOL, WHETHER OR NOT
THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON SUBM TS A CLOSE- DOAN PLAN.

S 11. Section 4403 of the education |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdi vision 21 to read as foll ows:

21. TO REQUI RE SPECI AL ACT SCHOOL DI STRICTS TO PROVI DE, ON AN ANNUAL
BASIS OR MORE FREQUENTLY, AS NEEDED, ENROLLMENT REPORTS, | NCLUDI NG
CURRENT AND PRQIECTED ENROLLMENTS, PROPOSED BUDGETS AND ANY FI NANCI AL
STATEMENTS THE COWM SSI ONER DEEMS APPROPRI ATE, TO MONI TOR THE FI SCAL
STABI LI TY OF SPECI AL ACT SCHOOL DI STRI CTS.

S 12. This act shall take effect inmediately; provided that section
three of this act shall take effect on the sane date and in the sane
manner as section 5 of chapter 213 of the laws of 2011, as anended,
t akes effect.



