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STATE OF NEW YORK

5428
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
May 16, 2013

Introduced by Sen. SANDERS -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Social Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to requiring soci al
services districts to conspicuously post a notice of basic rights

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The social services |law is anmended by addi ng a new section
134-c to read as foll ows:

S 134-C. PUBLIC NOTICE OF BASIC RICGHTS. SOCIAL SERVICES DISTRICTS
SHALL CONSPI CUOUSLY POST I N EACH OF THEIR FACI LI TIES, WHI CH ARE OPEN TO
THE PUBLI C, THE FOLLOW NG NOTI CE OF THE BASI C RI GHTS OF APPLI CANTS AND
RECI PI ENTS OF PUBLI C ASSI STANCE AND CARE:

"NOTI CE OF BASI C RI GHTS

1. RIGHT TO A FAIR HEARING YOU HAVE A RIGHT TO A FAIR HEARING | F YQU
DI SAGREE W TH (A) THE AMOUNT OF BENEFI TS YOU ARE RECEIVING OR (B) AN
ACTION OR DECI SION MADE BY THE AGENCY, OR (C) THE AGENCY'S FAILURE TO
ACT UPON YOUR APPLI CATI ON.

2. DUTY TO ASSI ST: THE JOB CENTER MUST HELP YOU OBTAI N REQUESTED DOCU-
MENTS AND/ OR | NFORMATI ON THAT YOU HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO OBTAI N FROM ANOTH-
ER PERSON OR AGENCY AFTER MAKI NG REASONABLE EFFORTS.

3. RIGHT TO EMERGENCY ASSI STANCE: | F YOU QUALI FY, YOU HAVE A RIGHT TO
FOOD STAWPS, WTH N 5 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF YOUR APPLI CATI ON, AND YQOU
HAVE A Rl GHT TO EMERGENCY NEEDS ASSI STANCE OR CARE, |INCLUDING A CASH
GRANT, UPON APPLI CATI ON.

4. RIGAT TO APPLY: EVERY |INDI VIDUAL HAS THE RI GHT TO APPLY FOR CASH
ASS| STANCE, AND TO RECEI VE A PROVWPT WRI TTEN DECI SI ON THEREON.

5. RIGHT TO CH LD CARE: EVERY PERSON HAS THE RI GHT TO RECEIVE APPRO
PRIATE CH LD CARE |IF THEY NEED SUCH CARE TO PARTI Cl PATE | N REQUI RED OR
ASS|I GNED ACTI VI Tl ES.

6. RIGHT TO FREE LANGUAGE SERVI CES: YOU HAVE A RI GHT TO FREE | NTERPRE-
TATI ON SERVI CES | F YOU DO NOT SPEAK OR UNDERSTAND ENGLI SH WELL; AND YQU

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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HAVE A RGHT TO RECEIVE WRITTEN NOTICES |IN ARABIC, CH NESE,
HAI TI AN- CREOLE, KOREAN, RUSSI AN OR SPANI SH.

7. RIGHT TO SCREEN NG AND SPECI AL SERVI CES | F EXPERI ENCI NG DOVESTI C
VI OLENCE.

8. RIGHT TO FULL AND EQUAL ACCESS TO BENEFI TS AND SERVI CES, AS WELL,
AS A RIGHT TO REASONABLE ACCOMMODATI ONS UNDER THE AMERI CANS W TH DI SA-
Bl LI TI ES ACT.

9. RIGHT TO WRI TTEN ADEQUATE NOTI CE: YOU HAVE THE RIGAHT TO WRI TTEN
ADEQUATE NOTICE OF (A) ANY AGENCY ACTI ON TO DENY, DI SCONTI NUE, SUSPEND,
REDUCE OR RESTRI CT YOUR BENEFI TS, AND (B) ANY DETERM NATI ON THAT YOU ARE
NOT ELI G BLE FOR AN EXEMPTI ON FROM WORK. "

S 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone | aw



