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STATE OF NEW YORK

1285
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 9, 2013

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on H gher Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to requiring public and
private colleges and universities to provide all incom ng and current
students with informati on about depression and suicide prevention and
resources available to them on canpus

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The legislature hereby finds and
declares that there is a need to address the grow ng nunber of students
at the collegiate level who are suffering from psychiatric stressors
that nmay lead to suicide. The legislature further recognizes that such
psychiatric stressors also contribute to difficulties in Ilearning and
success on the collegiate level. Early detection and identification of
at-risk individuals may not only prevent suicide, but nmay also allow
such other students suffering from psychiatric stressors to get the
support needed to be successful in their academ c endeavors. The support
necessary to achi eve these goals nay often require collaboration between
coll ege officials and parents and/or guardians in such a manner as to be
consi stent with the needs of each student.

Therefore, to achieve the above-stated goals, the |I|egislature hereby
finds and declares that every college within the state shall establish a
sui ci de prevention program

S 2. The education law is anended by adding a new section 6438 to read
as foll ows:

S 6438. THE COLLEGQ ATE SUI Cl DE PREVENTI ON PROGRAM 1. THE TRUSTEES OR
GOVERNI NG BOARD OF EACH COLLEGE SHALL | NFORM | NCOM NG STUDENTS ABOUT
SUl Cl DE PREVENTI ON MEASURES THROUGH PROGRAMS VWHI CH MAY | NCLUDE WORK-
SHOPS, SEM NARS, DI SCUSSI ON GROUPS, AND FI LM PRESENTATI ONS, | N ORDER TO
DI SSEM NATE | NFORVATI ON ABOUT PRESSURES AND MATTERS THAT MAY PLACE A

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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PERSON AT RISK OF SU ClDE, PROMOTE DI SCUSSI ON, ENCOURAGE REPORTI NG OF
PERSONS AT RI SK OF SUI Cl DE, AND FACI LI TATE PREVENTI ON OF SUCH | NCI DENTS.
SUCH | NFORMATI ON SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LI M TED TO

A. THE MENTAL HEALTH SERVI CES AVAI LABLE TO STUDENTS,

B. HON TO | DENTI FY AN AT RI SK PERSON,

C. THE PROCEDURES | N EFFECT AT THE COLLEGE FOR DEALI NG W TH ATTEMPTED
SUl Cl DE,

D. THE AVAI LABI LI TY OF COUNSELING AND OTHER SUPPORT SERVICES FOR
PERSONS AT RI SK AND THOSE AFFECTED BY SU Cl DE,

E. THE NATURE OF AND COWON Cl RCUMSTANCES RELATI NG TO SUI CI DE ON
COLLEGE CAMPUSES, AND

F. THE METHODS THE COLLEGE EMPLOYS TO SUPPORT AT RI SK STUDENTS.

2. PURSUANT TO THE REQUI REMENTS SET FORTH IN SUBDIVISION ONE OF TH'S
SECTI ON, EACH COLLEGE SHALL FILE A REPORT ANNUALLY ON | TS COMPLI ANCE OF
SUCH PROGRAM W TH THE COWM SSI ONER.

3. |F THE TRUSTEES OR OTHER GOVERNI NG BOARD OF A COLLEGE FAILS TO FI LE
THE RULES AND REGULATI ONS W THI N THE TI ME REQUI RED BY THI'S SECTI ON SUCH
COLLEGE SHALL NOT BE ELIG BLE TO RECEI VE ANY STATE Al D OR ASSI STANCE
UNTI L SUCH RULES AND REGULATI ONS ARE DULY FI LED.

4. A. THE PRESI DENT OR CHI EF ADM NI STRATI VE OFFI CER OF EACH COLLEGE,
EXCEPT THOSE | NDEPENDENT COLLEGES | NELI G BLE TO RECEI VE STATE Al D UNDER
SECTI ON SI XTY- FOUR HUNDRED ONE OF THI'S TI TLE, WHI CH MAINTAINS A CAMPUS
AND |S CHARTERED BY THE REGENTS OR | NCORPORATED BY SPECI AL ACT OF THE
LEG SLATURE SHALL APPOI NT AN ADVI SORY COMM TTEE ON MENTAL HEALTH.

B. SUCH COMM TTEE SHALL CONSI ST OF A M NI MUM OF SI X MEMBERS, ONE | NDI -
VI DUAL SHALL BE A PROFESSI ONAL | N THE AREA OF MENTAL HEALTH, AT LEAST
ONE MEMBER SHALL BE AN EMPLOYEE OF THE CAMPUS BASED MEDI CAL FAC LI TY,
TWO MEMBERS OF THE COWM TTEE SHALL BE APPO NTED FROM A LI ST OF STUDENTS
THAT ARE PARTICIPANTS IN THE STUDENT GOVERNANCE ORGANI ZATI ON ON SUCH
CAMPUS, AND AT LEAST TWD MEMBERS SHALL BE APPOINTED FROM A LIST OF
FACULTY MEMBERS. ALL APPO NTMENTS SHALL BE MADE BY THE PRESI DENT OR
CH EF ADM NI STRATI VE OFFI CER OF THE COLLEGE.

C. THE COWM TTEE SHALL REVI EW CURRENT CAMPUS MENTAL HEALTH POLICl ES
AND PROCEDURES AND MAKE RECOMVENDATI ONS FOR THEI R | MPROVEMENT. | T SHALL
SPECI FI CALLY REVI EW CURRENT POLI Cl ES AND PROCEDURES (1) FOR EDUCATI NG
THE CAMPUS COVMUNI TY, | NCLUDI NG MENTAL HEALTH AND MEDI CAL PERSONNEL AND
THOSE PERSONS WHO ADVI SE OR SUPERVI SE  STUDENTS, ABOUT MENTAL HEALTH
| SSUES PURSUANT TO SUBDIVISION ONE OF THI'S SECTION, (2) FOR EDUCATI NG
THE CAMPUS COVMUNI TY ABOUT MENTAL HEALTH | SSUES AND SUI CI DE PREVENTI ON,
(3) FOR REPORTING PERSONS I N CRISI'S AND DEALI NG W TH PERSONS | N NEED,
(4) FOR REFERRI NG I NDIVIDUALS IN CRISIS TO APPROPRIATE PROFESSI ONALS,
(5) FOR COUNSELI NG | NDI VI DUALS, AND (6) FOR RESPONDI NG TO | NQUI Rl ES FROM
CONCERNED PERSONS.

D. THE COMM TTEE SHALL REPORT, |N WRI TING TO THE COLLEGE PRESI DENT OR
CH EF ADM NI STRATIVE OFFICER ON |TS FIND NGS AND RECOMMENDATI ONS AT
LEAST ONCE EACH ACADEM C YEAR, AND SUCH REPORT SHALL BE AVAI LABLE UPON
REQUEST.

5. ANY HEALTH CARE PROFESSI ONAL WHO | S EMPLOYED BY, OR AFFI LI ATED W TH
THE COLLEGE, AND WHO THROUGH THEI R EMPLOYMENT IS IN A POSI TI ON TO | DEN-
TIFY A STUDENT WHO |S POTENTIALLY AT RISK FOR SUC DE, |S HEREBY
REQUI RED TO REPORT SUCH BELI EF TO THE COLLEGE PRESI DENT OR CHI EF ADM N-
| STRATI VE OFFI CER. THE COLLEGE PRESI DENT OR CHI EF ADM NI STRATI VE OFFI CER
OF THE COLLEGE MAY, AFTER CONSULTATI ON W TH MENTAL HEALTH PROFESS| ONALS,
NOTI FY THE PARENTS OR GUARDI ANS OF SUCH STUDENT AS TO THE GCONCERN OF
SUCH STUDENT' S MENTAL WELL BEI NG
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S 3. This act shall take effect on the first of July next s
the date on which it shall have becone a | aw, provided that the

sioner of education
regul ati ons necessary
effective date on or

is authorized to pronul gate any and al
for the tinely inplenmentation of this act
bef ore such date.

ucceedi ng
conmm S-
rul es and
on its



