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STATE OF NEW YORK

1200
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 9, 2013

Introduced by Sen. CARLUCCI -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Local Government

AN ACT to anend the general nunicipal law, in relation to authorizing
the consolidation of cities and counties; and to anend the nunicipa
honme rule law, in relation to authorizing counties to create and anend
their county charters in order to facilitate the nerger of |[|oca
gover nnent s

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivisions 4 and 13 of section 750 of the general nmunici-
pal |aw, as added by chapter 74 of the | aws of 2009, are anended to read
as foll ows:

4. "Contiguous" shall mean when a portion of a [town or village] LOCAL
GOVERNMENT ENTI TY abuts the boundary of another [town or village] LOCAL
GOVERNMENT ENTITY, including a [town or village] LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTI TY
separated from the exact boundary of another [town or village] LOCAL
GOVERNMENT ENTITY by a street, road, railroad, highway, river or other
natural or artificial streamor body of water.

13. "Local governnent entity" or "entity" shall nean a town, vill age,
CITY, COUNTY, district, special inmprovenent district, CITY D STRICT or
other inprovenent district, including, but not Iimted to, specia
districts created pursuant to articles eleven, twelve, twelve-A or thir-
teen of the towmm law, Ilibrary districts, SPECIAL PURPCSE DI STRICTS
CREATED BY COUNTI ES UNDER THE COUNTY LAW and ot her districts created by
| aw; provided, however, that a |ocal government entity shall not include
school districts[,] OR ANY city [districts or special purpose districts
created by counties under county |l aw] HAVI NG A POPULATI ON OF ONE M LLI ON
OR MORE.

S 2. Subdivision 1 of section 751 of the general nunicipal |aw, as
added by chapter 74 of the |aws of 2009, is anended to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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1. Two or nore |l ocal governnent entities, whether wthin the sane
county or different counties, may be consolidated into a single |oca
government entity if each of the | ocal governnent entities is contiguous
to at | east one of the other consolidating | ocal governnent entities and
if together the 1local government entities would forma consoli dated
| ocal governnment entity of a kind or class that is authorized under the
laws of the state [of New York]. The requirenent that |ocal governnent
entities be contiguous to consolidate does not apply to entities other
than towns [and], villages, CI TIES AND COUNTI ES.

S 3. Subdivision 2 of section 753 of the general nunicipal |aw, as
added by chapter 74 of the |aws of 2009, is anended to read as foll ows:

2. cause the proposed joint consolidation agreenent, along wth a
descriptive sunmary thereof and a reference to the public place or plac-
es within each entity where a copy thereof may be exam ned, to be
di spl ayed on a website maintained by each entity or otherwise on a
website naintained by the village, town, CITY and/or county in which the
entities are | ocated; and

S 4. Subdivision 2 of section 754 of the general municipal |aw, as
added by chapter 74 of the |aws of 2009, is anended to read as foll ows:

2. The public hearing or hearings shall be held on notice of at |east
[ten] TWENTY days, but not nore than [twenty] THI RTY days, published in
a newspaper or newspapers having general circulation within each |oca
government entity to be consolidated and di splayed on a website main-
tained by each entity or otherwise on a website mintained by the
village, town, CITY and/or county in which the entities are |ocated. The
notice of the hearing or hearings shall provide a descriptive sunmary of
t he proposed joint consolidation agreenent and a reference to the public
place or places within the entities where a copy of such agreenent my
be exam ned.

S 5. Section 755 of the general nunicipal |aw, as added by chapter 74
of the Iaws of 2009, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 755. Referendum resolution for consolidation of towns [or],
villages, CITIES AND COUNTIES. 1. If a joint consolidation agreenent
calls for the consolidation of two or nore towns, [two or nore] villages
[or one or nore towns and villages], C TIES AND) OR COUNTIES, then
cont enporaneous with the final approval of the joint consolidation
agreenent pursuant to subdivision three of section seven hundred fifty-
four of this title, the governing body or bodies of the | ocal governnent
entities to be consolidated shall enact a resolution calling for a
ref erendum on the proposed consolidation by the electors in each of the
entities.

2. The resolution calling for the referendumon the proposed consol-
i dation shall

(a) provide (i) the name of each of the towns [and/or], villages,
CI TI ES AND/ OR COUNTI ES proposed to be consolidated, (ii) a statenent
fully describing the territory to be included wthin the proposed
consol i dated | ocal governnent entity, (iii) the nanme of the proposed
consol i dated | ocal governnent entity, and (iv) the date for the referen-
dum in accordance w th subdivision one of section seven hundred fifty-
eight of this title;

(b) state the substance of the question to be submtted to the elec-
tors; and

(c) set forth such other matters as may be necessary to call, provide
for and give notice of the referendumand to provide for the conduct
t hereof and the canvass of the returns thereupon.
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3. The resolution calling for a referendumon the proposed consol -
i dation shall have attached to it the final approved version of the
joint consolidation agreenent.

S 6. Subdivisions 1, 2 and 3 of section 757 of the general nunicipa
| aw, as added by chapter 74 of the |l aws of 2009, are anended to read as
fol | ows:

1. The electors of two or nore |ocal governnent entities may conmence
a consolidation proceeding by filing an original petition, containing
not less than the nunber of signatures provided for in subdivision two
of this section and in the formprovided for in subdivision three of
this section, wth the clerk of the town, VILLAGE, CITY OR COUNTY in
which the entities or the greater portion of their territory are
| ocated[, except that if one or nore of the entities to be consoli dated
is avillage the original petition of electors fromthe village shall be
filed with the clerk of the village]. Acconpanying the filed petition
shall be a cover sheet containing the nanme, address and tel ephone nunber
of an individual who signed the petition and who will serve as a contact
per son.

2. The petition shall contain the signatures of at least [ten] FIVE
percent of the nunmber of electors or five thousand electors, whichever
iIs less, in each |ocal government entity to be consolidated[; provided,
however, that where the |local governnent entity to be consolidated
contains five hundred or fewer electors, the petition shall contain the
signatures of at |east twenty percent of the nunber of electors]. No
signature on a petition is valid unless it is the original signature of
an el ector.

3. The petition shall substantially conply with, and be circulated in,
the followi ng form

PETI TI ON FOR LOCAL GOVERNVMENT CONSCLI DATI ON

We, the undersigned electors and | egal voters of (insert type of |oca
government entity - e.g., town, village, CITY, COUNTY or district) of
(insert name of |ocal government entity), New York, qualified to vote at
the next general or special election, respectfully petition that there
be submtted to the electors and | egal voters of (insert type and nane
of local government entities proposed to be consolidated), for their
approval or rejection at a referendum held for that purpose, a proposa
to consolidate (insert type and nane of |ocal governnent entity) with
(insert type and name of |ocal governnment entity or entities).

In witness whereof, we have signed our nanes on the dates indicated
next to our signatures.

Dat e Nane - print nane under signature Hone Address
1.
2.
3.
(On the bottom of each page of the petition, after all of the nunbered
signatures, insert a signed statenent of a witness who is a duly quali-
fied elector of the state of New York. Such a statement shall be

accepted for all purposes as the equivalent of an affidavit, and if it
contains a material false statenment, shall subject the person signing it
to the sanme penalties as if he or she has been duly sworn. The form of
such statenent shall be substantially as follows:

I, (insert nane of witness), state that | ama duly qualified voter of
the state of New York. Each of the persons that have signed this peti-
tion sheet containing (insert nunber) signatures have signed their nanes
in ny presence on the dates indicated above and identified thenselves to
be the sane person who signed the sheet. | understand that this state-
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ment wll be accepted for all purposes as the equivalent of an affida-
vit, and if it contains a materially false statenent, shall subject ne
to the penalties of perjury.
Dat e Si ghat ure of W tness)
(In lieu of the signed statenent of a witness who is a duly qualified

voter of the state of New York, the following statenent signed by a
notary public or a comm ssioner of deeds shall be accepted:

On the date indicated above before ne personally cane each of the
el ectors and | egal voters whose signatures appear on this petition sheet
containing (insert nunber) signatures, who signed the petition in ny
presence and who, being by ne duly sworn, each for hinself or herself,
identified hinself or herself as the one and sane person who signed the
petition and that the foregoing information they provided was true.

Dat e Not ary Public or Conmm ssioner of Deeds)

S 7. Subdivision 1 of section 758 of the general nunicipal |aw, as
added by chapter 74 of the |aws of 2009, is anended to read as foll ows:

1. Areferendumrequired by [sections] SECTION seven hundred fifty-
five or seven hundred fifty-seven of this title shall be placed before
the electors of each of the |ocal government entities to be consolidated
at a special election to be held not |less than sixty or nore than ninety
days after the enactnment of a resolution calling for such referendum
provi ded, however, that in cases where a [town] STATEW DE or village
general election falls within such period, the question may be consid-
ered during [a town or village] SUCH general election.

S 8. Subdivision 2 of section 761 of the general nunicipal |aw, as
added by chapter 74 of the |aws of 2009, is anended to read as foll ows:

2. cause the proposed elector initiated consolidation plan, along with
a descriptive sunmary thereof and a reference to the public place or
places wthin each entity where a copy thereof may be exam ned, to be
di spl ayed on a website maintained by each entity or otherwise on a
website naintained by the village, town, CITY and/or county in which the
entities are | ocated; and

S 9. Subdivision 2 of section 762 of the general nunicipal |aw, as
added by chapter 74 of the |aws of 2009, is anended to read as foll ows:

2. The public hearing or hearings shall be held on notice of at |east
[ten] TWENTY days, but not nore than [twenty] THI RTY days, published in
a newspaper or newspapers having general circulation within each |oca
government entity to be consolidated and di splayed on a website main-
tained by each entity or otherwise on a website mintained by the
village, town, CITY and/or county in which the entities are |ocated. The
notice of the hearing or hearings shall provide a descriptive sunmary of
the proposed elector initiated consolidation plan and a reference to the
public place or places within the entities where a copy of such agree-
ment may be exam ned.

S 10. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 2 of section 763 of the genera
muni ci pal |aw, as added by chapter 74 of the |laws of 2009, is anmended to
read as foll ows:

(a) file an original petition, containing not |less than the nunber of
signatures provided for in subdivision three of this section, seeking a
referendum on the question whether the elector initiated consolidation
pl an shall take effect, with the clerk of the town, WVILLAGE, CTY OR
COUNTY in which the entity or the greater portion of its territory is
| ocated[, except that if the entity is a village the original petition
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of electors from the village shall be filed with the clerk of the
village]; and

S 11. Subdivision 3 of section 763 of the general municipal |aw, as
added by chapter 74 of the |aws of 2009, is anended to read as foll ows:

3. The petition shall be <circulated, signed and authenticated in
substantial conpliance wth the provisions of section seven hundred
fifty-seven of this title, shall contain the signatures of at |east
[twenty-five] FIVE percent of the nunber of electors or fifteen thousand
el ectors, whichever is less, in the |local governnent entity to be
consol i dated, and shall be acconpani ed by a cover sheet containing the
nane, address and tel ephone nunber of an individual who signed the peti-
tion and who will serve as a contact person.

S 12. Subdivision 6 of section 765 of the general municipal |aw, as
added by chapter 74 of the |aws of 2009, is anended to read as foll ows:

6. If a joint consolidation agreenent or elector initiated consol-
idation plan provides for the dissolution of a [local justice] COUNTY,
FAM LY, SURRCGATE'S, CITY, TOMN OR VILLAGE court, all court records of
such court shall be deposited with a [justice court] judge OR JUSTI CE OF
A COURT HAVI NG LI KE JURI SDI CTI ON AS THE COURT DI SSOLVED to be desi gnat ed
by the admnistrative judge of the judicial district within which the
di ssolving [justice] court is located. The designated [justice court]
judge OR JUSTICE shall have authority to execute and conplete all unfin-
i shed busi ness.

S 13. Subdivision 4 of section 33 of the municipal hone rule law is
anmended by addi ng a new paragraph f to read as foll ows:

F. PROVIDE FOR ANY MATTER OTHERW SE AUTHORI ZED BY LAW AS MAY BE
REQUI RED | N ORDER TO CREATE, CONFORM OR ACCOVMODATE A COUNTY CHARTER DUE
TO A MERGER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS W THI N THE COUNTY PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE
SEVENTEEN- A OF THE GENERAL MUNI Cl PAL LAW

S 14. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day
after it shall have becone a | aw



