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STATE OF NEW YORK

7013
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
April 29, 2013

I ntroduced by M of A KAVANAGH -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Election Law

AN ACT to amend the election law, in relation to instant run-off voting
in the city of New York; and to repeal certain provisions of such |aw
relating thereto

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 6-162 of the election lawis REPEALED and a new
section 6-162 is added to read as foll ows:

S 6-162. PRI MARY; NEW YORK CITY, |INSTANT RUN-OFF VOTING 1. IN THE
CITY OF NEW YORK, ANY CI TY-WDE PRI MARY ELECTIONS FOR THE OFFICE OF
MAYOR, PUBLI C ADVOCATE OR COMPTROLLER, I N VWH CH MORE THAN TWO CANDI DATES
APPEAR ON THE BALLOT FOR THE SAME OFFI CE, SHALL BE CONDUCTED BY | NSTANT
RUN- OFF VOTI NG,

2. FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON, THE TERM | NSTANT RUN-OFF VOTI NG
MEANS AN ELECTION IN WH CH VOTERS MAY RANK UP TO FI VE CANDI DATES I N
ORDER OF PREFERENCE, FI RST, SECOND, AND SO ON, AND IN WH CH TABULATI ON
PROCEEDS | N UP TO TWO ROUNDS AS FOLLOWS: | F THE CANDI DATE W TH THE MOST
VOTES RECEI VES A VOTE TOTAL LESS THAN FI FTY PERCENT PLUS ONE VOTE, THE
TWO CANDI DATES W TH THE MOST VOTES PROCEED TO A SECOND ROUND OF BALLOT-
COUNTI NG | N SUCH SECOND ROUND, EACH BALLOT IS COUNTED AS A VOTE FOR
VWH CHEVER OF THE TWD ADVANCI NG CANDI DATES |S RANKED H GHER BY THAT
VOTER. ANY BALLOT THAT DOES NOT RANK El THER OF THE TWO ADVANCI NG CANDI -
DATES SHALL NOT BE COUNTED IN THE SECOND ROUND. THE CANDI DATE W TH THE
MOST VOTES | N THE SECOND ROUND SHALL BE DECLARED THE W NNER.

3. THAT PORTION OF THE BALLOT PERTAI NI NG TO ELECTI ONS CONDUCTED BY
| NSTANT RUN- OFF VOTI NG SHALL ALLOW A VOTER TO RANK CANDI DATES | N ORDER
OF CHOCE IN A WAY THAT 1S CLEAR AND EASY TO UNDERSTAND AND SHALL
| NCLUDE THE OPPORTUNI TY TO RANK NO MORE THAN ONE WRI TE-1 N CANDI DATE. TO
THE EXTENT PGOSSI BLE, BALLOTS SHALL BE DESI GNED SO THAT A VOTER MAY MARK

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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THAT VOTER S FIRST CHO CE | N THE SAME MANNER AS FOR OFFI CES NOT ELECTED
BY | NSTANT RUN- OFF VOTI NG

4. | NSTRUCTI ONS ON THE BALLOT FOR ELECTI ONS CONDUCTED BY | NSTANT RUN-
OFF VOTI NG MUST CONFORM SUBSTANTI ALLY TO THE FOLLOW NG SPECI FI CATI ONS,
SUBJECT TO MODIFI CATION BASED ON BALLOT DESI GN, USABI LI TY TESTI NG AND
VOTI NG MACHI NES: "VOTE FOR CANDI DATES BY | NDI CATING YOUR FI RST-CHO CE
CANDI DATE AND RANKI NG ADDI TI ONAL CANDI DATES | N ORDER OF PREFERENCE.
| NDI CATE YOUR FI RST CHO CE BY | NDI CATI NG A NUMBER "1" BESIDE A CANDI -
DATE'S NAME, YOUR SECOND CHO CE BY | NDI CATI NG A NUMBER "2" BESIDE A
CANDI DATE' S NAME, YOUR THI RD CHO CE BY MARKI NG THE NUMBER "3" BESIDE A
CANDI DATE' S NAME AND SO ON. YOU MAY CHOOSE TO RANK ONLY ONE CANDI DATE,
BUT RANKI NG ANOTHER CANDI DATE AS A LONER CHO CE WLL NOT HURT YOUR FI RST
CHO CE. YOU MAY RANK THE SAME CANDI DATE MORE THAN ONCE, BUT THE ADDI -
TI ONAL RANKI NG DOES NOT HELP THAT CANDI DATE. DO NOT MARK THE SAME NUMBER
BESI DE MORE THAN ONE CANDI DATE. DO NOT SKI P NUMBERS. "

5. THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS, WTH THE APPROVAL OF THE STATE BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS, MAY PROVI DE FOR THE USE OF MECHANI CAL, ELECTRONIC OR OTHER
DEVI CES FOR SORTI NG AND COUNTI NG BALLOTS AND TABULATI NG RESULTS AND MAY
MODI FY THE FORM OF THE BALLOTS, AND THE METHOD OF SORTI NG COUNTI NG AND
| NVALI DATI NG BALLOTS AND THE TABULATI NG AND RECOUNTING OF VOITES W TH
RESPECT TO OFFI CES ELECTED BY | NSTANT RUN- OFF VOTI NG, PROVI DED THAT ANY
CHANGE MADE SUBSTANTI ALLY CONFORMS TO THI S CHAPTER.

S 2. Paragraph (c) of subdivision 2 of section 7-114 of the election
law, as anended by chapter 234 of the |aws of 1976, is anended to read
as foll ows:

(c) On the front of the stub, above the perforated line at the top of
t he paper ballot shall be printed the same instructions as on the gener-
al election ballot, AND ADDI TI ONAL | NSTRUCTI ONS, | F ANY, REQUI RED UNDER
SECTI ON 6-162 OF THI S CHAPTER

S 3. This act shall take effect January 1, 2014.



