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STATE OF NEW YORK

7892
I N SENATE
June 16, 2014

Introduced by Sen. KLEIN -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Rules

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to speed limts

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Paragraph 26 of subdivision (a) of section 1642 of the
vehicle and traffic law is renunbered paragraph 27 and a new paragraph
26 is added to read as foll ows:

26. (A) WTH RESPECT TO H GHMAYS (WHI CH TERM FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S
PARAGRAPH SHALL | NCLUDE PRI VATE ROADS OPEN TO PUBLI C MOTOR VEHI CLE TRAF-
FIC) IN SUCH CITY, OTHER THAN STATE H GHWAYS MAI NTAI NED BY THE STATE ON
VWH CH THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON SHALL HAVE ESTABLI SHED H GHER OR
LONER SPEED LIM TS THAN THE STATUTORY FIFTY-FIVE M LES PER HOUR SPEED
LIMT AS PROVIDED | N SECTI ON SI XTEEN HUNDRED TWENTY OF THI'S TI TLE, OR ON
VWH CH THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON SHALL HAVE DESI GNATED THAT SUCH
CI TY SHALL NOT ESTABLI SH ANY MAXI MUM SPEED LIM T AS PROVIDED I N SECTI ON
SI XTEEN HUNDRED TWENTY-FOUR OF THI'S TITLE, SUBJECT TO THE LI M TATI ONS
| MPOSED BY SECTI ON SI XTEEN HUNDRED El GHTY- FOUR OF THI' S Tl TLE, ESTABLI SH
MENT OF MAXI MUM SPEED LIM TS AT WHI CH VEHI CLES MAY PROCEED W THI N SUCH
CITY OR WTH N DESI GNATED AREAS OF SUCH CI TY H GHER OR LOVNER THAN THE
FI FTY-FI VE M LES PER HOUR MAXI MUM STATUTORY LIMT. NO SUCH SPEED LIMT
APPLI CABLE THROUGHOUT SUCH CI TY OR W THI N DESI GNATED AREAS OF SUCH CI TY
SHALL BE ESTABLI SHED AT LESS THAN TVWENTY-FIVE M LES PER HOUR, EXCEPT
THAT SCHOOL SPEED LIMTS MAY BE ESTABLI SHED AT NO LESS THAN FI FTEEN
M LES PER HOUR PURSUANT TO THE PROVI SIONS OF SECTION SIXTEEN HUNDRED
FORTY- THREE OF THI S ARTI CLE.

(B) A CITY SHALL NOT LONER A SPEED LIMT BY MORE THAN FI VE M LES PER
HOUR PURSUANT TO THI S PARAGRAPH UNLESS SUCH CI TY PROVI DES WRI TTEN NOTI CE
AND AN OPPORTUNI TY TO COMMENT TO THE COVMUNI TY BOARD OR COVMUNI TY BOARDS
ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON TVWENTY- El GHT HUNDRED OF THE NEW YORK
CITY CHARTER WTH JURI SDI CTI ON OVER THE AREA | N WH CH THE LOWER SPEED
LIMT SHALL APPLY. SUCH NOTI CE MAY BE PROVI DED BY ELECTRONIC NMAIL AND
SHALL BE PROVIDED SIXTY DAYS PRI OR TO THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF SUCH LOWER
SPEED LIMT.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 2. Paragraph 27 of subdivision (a) of section 1642 of the vehicle
and traffic law, as added by chapter 499 of the Iaws of 1999 and as
renunbered by section one of this act, is amended to read as foll ows:

27. (a) Establishnent of maximum speed limts below twenty-five mles
per hour at which notor vehicles nay proceed on or along designated
hi ghways within such city for the explicit purpose of inplenmenting traf-
fic calmng neasures as such termis defined herein; provided, however,
that no speed Iimt shall be set below fifteen mles per hour nor shal
such speed |imt be established where the traffic cal m ng neasure to be
i mpl enment ed consists solely of a traffic control sign. Establishnment of
such a speed limt shall, where applicable, be in conpliance wth the
provi sions of sections sixteen hundred twenty-four and sixteen hundred
ei ghty-four of this chapter. Nothing contained herein shall be deened to
alter or affect the establishnent of school speed limts pursuant to the
provi sions of section sixteen hundred forty-three of this article. For
the purposes of this paragraph, "traffic cal m ng neasures” shall nean
any physical engineering neasure or neasures that reduce the negative
effects of notor vehicle use, alter driver behavior and inprove condi -
tions for non-notorized street users such as pedestrians and bicyclists.

(b) Any city establishing maxi mum speed |limts below twenty-five mles
per hour pursuant to clause (i) of this subparagraph shall submt a
report to the governor, the tenporary president of the senate and the
speaker of the assenbly on or before March first, two thousand [two]
FI FTEEN AND BI ANNUALLY THEREAFTER on the results of using traffic calm
i ng nmeasures and speed limts lower than twenty-five mles per hour as
authorized by this paragraph. TH S REPORT SHALL ALSO BE MADE AVAI LABLE
TO THE PUBLI C BY SUCH CITY ON I TS WEBSI TE. Such report shall include,
but not be limted to the foll ow ng:

(i) a description of the designated hi ghways where traffic cal m ng
neasures and a | ower speed |limt were established and

(ii) a description of the specific traffic calmng neasures used and
t he maxi num speed limt established[.] AND

(1) A COWARI SON OF THE AGGREGATE TYPE, NUMBER, AND SEVERI TY OF
ACCl DENTS REPORTED ON STREETS ON WHI CH STREET CALM NG MEASURES AND LOVWER
SPEED LI M TS WERE | MPLEMENTED | N THE YEAR PRECEDI NG THE | MPLEMENTATI ON
OF SUCH MEASURES AND POLI CIl ES AND THE YEAR FOLLOW NG THE | MPLEMENTATI ON
OF SUCH MEASURES AND POLICIES, TO THE EXTENT THI S | NFORVATION 1S MAIN
TAI NED BY ANY AGENCY OF THE STATE OR THE CITY.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw



