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STATE OF NEW YORK

6161
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 8, 2014

I ntroduced by Sen. MARCHI ONE -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Veterans, Honeland Securi -
ty and Mlitary Affairs

AN ACT to anend the mlitary law, in relation to the issuance of a New
York State Vietnam War Service Medal

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 247 of the mlitary law is amended by addi ng a new
subdivision 1-c to read as foll ows:

1-C. THE ADJUTANT CGENERAL | S HEREBY AUTHORI ZED TO PRESENT IN THE NAME
OF THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, A MEDAL, TO BE KNOWN AS THE
"NEW YORK STATE VIETNAM WAR SERVICE MEDAL", BEARING A SU TABLE
| NSCRI PTI ON, TO ANY PERSON: (1) WHO IS A CITIZEN Of THE STATE OF NEW
YORK; OR (Il) WHO WAS A CITI ZEN OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK WHI LE SERVI NG
IN THE ARVED FORCES OF THE UNI TED STATES; (I111) WHO SERVED I N THE UNI TED
STATES ARMED FORCES, DEFI NED AS ARMY, Al R FORCE, NAVY, MARI NE CORPS, OR
COAST GUARD, OR THE ORGANI ZED M LI TI A ON ACTI VE DUTY ABROAD I N THE VI ET-
NAM WAR DURI NG THE PERI OD OF TI ME FROM NOVEMBER FI RST, NI NETEEN HUNDRED
FI FTY- FI VE THROUGH APRI L THI RTI ETH, NI NETEEN HUNDRED SEVENTY-FI VE; AND
(1V) WHO WAS HONORABLY DI SCHARGED OR RELEASED UNDER HONORABLE Cl RCUM
STANCES DURI NG THE VI ETNAM WAR. NOT MORE THAN ONE NEW YORK STATE VI ETNAM
WAR SERVI CE MEDAL SHALL BE AWARDED OR PRESENTED, UNDER THE PROVI SI ONS OF
THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON, TO ANY PERSON WHOSE ENTI RE SERVI CE SUBSEQUENT TO THE
TIME OF THE RECElIPT OF SUCH MEDAL SHALL NOT HAVE BEEN HONORABLE. FOR
EACH SUCCEEDI NG STAR AS PROVI DED HEREI N, SUCH PERSON SHALL BE ENTI TLED
TO WEAR, AS THE CH EF OF STAFF OF THE STATE MAY DI RECT, A RI BBON WHOSE
COLOR AND DESI GN SHALL BE SELECTED BY THE DI VI SION OF M LI TARY AFFAI RS.
IN THE EVENT OF THE DEATH OF ANY PERSON DURI NG OR SUBSEQUENT TO THE
RECEI PT OF SUCH CERTI FI CATE | T SHALL BE PRESENTED TO SUCH REPRESENTATI VE
OF THE DECEASED AS MAY BE DESI GNATED. THE ADJUTANT GENERAL, | N CONSULTA-
TION WTH THE DI RECTOR OF THE DI VI SI ON OF VETERANS' AFFAI RS, SHALL MAKE
SUCH RULES AND REGULATIONS AS MAY BE DEEMED NECESSARY FOR THE PROPER
PRESENTATI ON AND DI STRI BUTI ON OF SUCH MEDALS.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 2. Subdivision 4 of section 247 of the mlitary law, as anended by
chapter 477 of the laws of 2013, is amended to read as foll ows:

4. This section shall not be construed to require that a recipient of
t he conspi cuous service cross, the conspicuous service star J[or], the
Cold War Certificate OR THE NEW YORK STATE VI ETNAM WAR SERVI CE MEDAL has
been a resident of the state of New York at the time of his or her entry
into the United States army, air force, navy, nmarine corps, Or nurses
cor ps.

S 3. Subdivision 1-a of section 247 of the mlitary law, as added by
chapter 184 of the laws of 1998, is amended to read as foll ows:

l-a. The governor is hereby authorized to present in the name of the
| egi slature of the state of New York, a mlitary decoration, to be known
as the "conspicuous service star", bearing a suitable inscription,
device, and ribbon, all of which shall be of suitable design, to any
person (i) who is a citizen of the state of New York or (ii) who was a
citizen of the state of New York while serving in the armed forces of
the United States, and who, while serving in the United States Arned
Forces, defined as arny, air force, navy, marine corps, or coast guard,
has, or shall have received a United States unit |evel decoration denot-
ing conbat participation and foreign unit awards, issued froma conpany,
regi mental, brigade, or division conmander, or equivalent naval unit, or
i ssued by the President of the United States, the Congress of the United
States, the United States Defense Departnent or the joint chiefs of
staff, such as, but not Iimted to, a presidential unit citation or a

joint meritorious unit award. Not nore than one conspi cuous service star

shall be issued to any one person; nor shall any citation be awarded or
present ed, under the provisions of this subdivision, to any person whose
entire service subsequent to the tine of the receipt of such star shal
not have been honorable. For each succeeding star as provided herein,
such person shall be entitled to wear, as the chief of staff of the
state may direct, a ribbon whose color and design shall be selected by
the division of [mliary] MLITARY affairs. In the event of the death of
any person during or subsequent to the receipt of such citation the
conspi cuous service star shall be presented to such representative of
the deceased as nmy be designated. The chief of staff shall nake such
rul es and regul ati ons as may be deened necessary for the proper presen-
tation and distribution of such decorations.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have beconme a |law, provided, however, that if chapter 477 of
the I aws of 2013 shall not have taken effect on or before such date then
section two of this act shall take effect on the same date and in the
same manner as such chapter of the Iaws of 2013 takes effect. The divi-
sion of mlitary and naval affairs is authorized to promulgate any and
all rules and regulations and take any other neasures necessary to
i npl enent the provisions of this act on its effective date on or before
such date.



